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Letter from the President  
 
Welcome to the Spring edition of the Newsletter 
which aims to inform members of the Association’s 
activities and the current issues facing forensic 
odontology. 
 
It is with sadness that I have to inform members of the death of John 
Clement on 30 August 2018.  John was one of the founding members 
of BAFO and his legacy to forensic odontology in the UK, Australia 
and internationally is highly significant.  John’s obituary appears on 
the website and in this Newsletter.    
 
Last year’s annual conference was held in Cardiff and was well 
attended; delegates’ feedback was very positive reflecting a varied 
and informative programme of presentations.  The Committee had 
carefully considered all aspects of the conference with the intention of 
delivering a worthwhile educational and social experience for all 
delegates.  I wish to thank all members and speakers who contributed 
to such a successful meeting, with individual thanks to Nathan Brown, 
Rupert Parsons, Rhys Morgan and Mel Clarkson who were 
responsible for organising the conference. 
 
The Committee is aware of the importance of gauging the views of 
members regarding the form and style of future annual conferences.  
With that in mind, Camilla George conducted a survey of members’ 
views on a number of relevant questions.  Inevitably, the results 
demonstrated a wide range of opinions regarding the duration, timing 
and social programme of the conference.  The Committee has 
discussed the results extensively and intends to respond positively to 
suggestions and organise future conferences that suit as many 
members as possible. 
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The members’ survey resulted in Sheffield being voted the most 
popular location for this year’s conference; the venue is the Mercure 
Sheffield St Paul’s Hotel & Spa on Friday 15 and Saturday 16 
November 2019.  In response to members’ comments and in order to 
introduce a degree of flexibility, delegates will book their 
accommodation directly with either the Mercure, at agreed tariffs, or a 
hotel of their choice.  The venue details will be available on the 
website with programme information in due course.  Geoff Craig and 
Roland Kouble are organising and coordinating the entire meeting 
which I would encourage as many members as possible to attend.     
 
Paul Frank is organising the spring conference in Guernsey on 
Saturday 23 May next year, 2020.  The one-day programme will be 
followed by the opportunity of a conducted tour of the island the next 
day.  Members wishing to attend should refer to the website for venue, 
programme, accommodation and travel information.   
 
I regret to report that the Committee has lost the services of the 
Treasurer, Nathan Brown and co-opted members, Mel Clarkson and 
Rupert Parsons.  Members will be aware from my previous letters and 
annual reports that BAFO has benefited enormously from their 
individual contributions during their Committee tenure.  Toni Lemm 
has kindly accepted the position of Treasurer.  Thankfully, Nathan 
Brown will continue to be responsible for the administration of the 
mentoring programme for the recognition of members in identification 
cases.  Following last year’s positive trend, a number of mentees have 
successfully completed mentoring in identification casework and the 
website has been updated with their details.   
BAFO achieved a successful collaborative relationship with the 
Forensic Science Regulator who offered important advice.  The 
Association aims to implement the advice in order to address the 
continuing challenges to the admissibility of bite mark evidence in UK 
courts.  BAFO continues to represent forensic odontology expertise 
with the NCA through our established contacts.     
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I wish to thank all Office bearers and Committee members for their 
time, motivation and goodwill towards BAFO.  Our ability to 
communicate effectively with members continues to be served by Phil 
Marsden, Web Editor and Roland Kouble, Newsletter Editor.  BAFO is 
now compliant with enhanced continuing professional development 
thanks to Rupert Parsons and Simon Sampson.  Additionally, 
members now have secure email addresses with CJSM due to 
Camilla George. 
 
The Committee will endeavour to facilitate increasing membership 
numbers and support ideas that aim to achieve the active involvement 
and reflect the views of as many members as possible.  BAFO 
continues to demonstrate an awareness of the challenges facing 
forensic odontology with the aim of safeguarding the Association for 
the future.   
 
Douglas R Sheasby 
 
President 
British Association for Forensic Odontology   
         March 2019    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for Newsletter Articles 
 
Articles, Case Studies and “Forensic pearls of 
wisdom” are always welcome. 
Please note that articles should be submitted in 

Word Format and emailed to me at 
rolandkouble@hotmail.co.uk 

Dr Roland Kouble 
BAFO Newsletter Editor 
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BAFO pre conference survey 2018 
 

Members were sent a short survey via email prior to the annual 
conference in Cardiff 2018.  

                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sixty-seven members completed the short questionnaire last year. Thank 
you to those who took time to complete the online survey. The information 
provided was invaluable and gives an insight into the views of current 
members. 
Analysis of the age groups shows there is a healthy interest in odontology 
between the ages of 35 and 64.  
I’ve been on the BAFO committee for one year. I have attended most 
meetings and found while some issues can be resolved easily, other long-
term issues require diplomacy and patience. In the lead up to the Cardiff 
conference last year, the committee wanted to hear from members; 
embracing technology with a view to improving our communication with 
members in order to maintain and strengthen this valued association.  
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Not all members who have an interest in forensic odontology want 
work in this field. From the survey, we see a third of members are 
not registered dentists with the GDC and just under half of our 
members do not have an odontology qualification. Comments from 
the survey show our members include DCPs and dentists abroad. 
With more and more “red tape” surrounding work as a forensic 
odontologist, we must ensure members are supported; have the 
appropriate registration, indemnity and GDPR compliance to 
carryout work as an expert witness. 
For those with a qualification, obtaining mentoring for some 
members has been geographically difficult. Only a handful of 
senior BAFO members have been involved in the mentoring 
process. Maybe technology might be able to help those in remove 
locations receiving mentoring.  

Some senior members have yet to share their knowledge and 
experience. Working in pairs would enable quality assurance as we aim 
to maintain standards in line with the 2018 IOFOS guidelines. Those of 
us lucky enough to have had mentoring do appreciate and value the 
time senior BAFO members have spent with us. If there are more senior 
BAFO members would come forward to mentor new members, then do 
inform the committee. 
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Members chose Sheffield (39.39%), to be the location of our 2019 
conference. London was second (33.33%) and Glasgow came 
third (25.76%).Some members had no preference as long as there 
were good transport links. Other suggestions included Oxford, 
Manchester, St Helier and Guernsey. 



8

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               “The date clashed with the half-term school holiday.” 
 
 “Less of a package deal”                               
 
                   “It has always been enjoyable and informative” 
 
                                      “Not sure if value for money” 
 
    “the idea of a weekend long conference is out-dated. It does 
not fit in with modern family life and   expectations. An 
alternative event is not necessarily required. We attend the 
conference, enjoy catching up with colleagues during lunch 
and at coffee breaks and then go home afterwards.” 

It is hard to please everyone. 
The numbers of members 
attending the full weekend 
conference has been in decline. 
Less than 40% of members who 
completed the survey were not 
attending the conference at all. 
Comments left by members 
included…… 

It is hard to please everyone. The numbers of members attending the 
full weekend conference has been in decline. Less than 40% of 
members who completed the survey were not attending the 
conference at all. 
Comments left by members included…… 



9

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Twenty-five members who 
completed the survey were 
attending the dinner. 
Various comments were 
made, but one member 
recommended… 

“Have the black tie 
dinner on the Friday 

evening rather than the 
Saturday so we don’t 

have to book 2 nights in 
the hotel.” 

                       “Sadly tired of formal black tie events. Enjoy 
more relaxed functions now” 
 
                                      “Not sure if value for money”                
 
 “I plan to attend next year but it should be on the Friday” 
                                  
“I think the black tie dinner is an excellent idea” 
 
“Time to sit and talk with colleagues I may not get time to 
chat to. I think a smart dinner in at a restaurant would be 
better” 

Twenty-five members who completed the survey were attending the 
dinner. 
Various comments were made, but one member recommended… 
 

“Have the black tie dinner on the Friday evening rather than the 
Saturday so we don’t have to book 2 nights in the hotel.” 
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Suggestions from BAFO members for changes to the conference include…. 
                                                   “Hotel booking to be by delegate” 
 

“I think there should be an organised social event on the Friday night - 
it's always worked really well when something has been arranged” 

 
         “More dvi training and discussion” 
 
“Ensure that other forensic disciplines, particularly those involved in DVI 
and child abuse, and cold cases, have some representation …..Speakers 

from the "rarer" disciplines would add some interest.” 
 

“We need to attract the younger members of BAFO to attend the 
Conference and especially the DCPs” 
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There seems to be a lack of unity amongst BAFO members. Some 
members claim there is a “generation gap.” Can we do anything about 
this gap and future training? There are many members willing to 
attend training if senior BAFO members organise this, particularly in 
DVI. While DCPs appear to have a fast track into UKDVI, UK dentists 
with a recognised odontology qualification are not utilised in a mass 
disaster. This has become a “closed subject”. It is unknown whether 
UKDVI is following other countries in recruitment, rotation and up to 
date training of members. If senior BAFO members come forward and 
pair up with younger members, this will help bridge the gap (with 
different generations learning from each other) and encourage us to 
keep up with IOFOS standards. The more we engage with all our 
members, the more likely we will have a stronger attendance across 
all age groups at future conferences. It would be good to have more 
speakers from abroad as well as those striving to undertake research 
in this field. 
While some of us wish to continue with the same format of 
conference, others members want change. Maintaining tradition is 
important but embracing new ways to maintain standards and 
encourage members to be involved in training and updating their 
knowledge will ensure the survival of BAFO.  
Thanks again to those who took time to complete the survey. If you 
wish to update your email address so you can receive any further 
BAFO surveys, then do email Brian at brian.chittick@nhs.net 
 
Camilla George 
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Guernsey – 23 May 2020 
BAFO Spring Mini Conference 

 

 
 
Remember the date for you 2020 diaries, the weekend of 
Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 May 2020.  The BAFO Spring Mini 
Conference will be in Guernsey, Channel Islands, following the 
success of Shetland in May 2018, BAFO switches from Britain’s 
northerly islands to one of Britain’s most southerly islands for its 
Spring Conference. 
 
Guernsey is a British Crown Dependency.  It is closer to France than 
to the UK, with its own government and laws it does look to London 
for defence and foreign affairs.  Having had a large horticulture 
industry in the mid-twentieth century, today finance is the island’s 
main industry along with tourism and light manufacturing.   
 
The Spring Conference will be held at Castle Cornet on Saturday 23 
May with presentations from a variety of speakers.  We will start with a 
welcome dinner in the evening of Friday 22 May and then after the 
Saturday conference there will be dinner organised for everyone to 
join in.  Then, on Sunday 24 May we will offer an island tour and a 
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chance to see a few of Guernsey’s best attractions.  You may wish to 
stay on for the Bank Holiday Monday or even longer! 
 
Nearer the time I will let you know of recommended hotels close to the 
conference venue.  Travel to Guernsey is easy with ferry links from 
Poole and Portsmouth with Condor Ferries and air links with Aurigny 
(Guernsey’s own airline) and Flybe (which may be Virgin by 2020) 
from London Gatwick, London Stanstead, Southampton, Exeter, 
Bristol, Birmingham, Manchester, Norwich, East Midlands, Leeds 
Bradford and Jersey. 
 
See you in Guernsey in May 2020! 
 
 

 
 

Obituary. John Clement. 
 
The news that John had died on Thursday 30th August 2018 came as 
a great shock to many members of BAFO who have known John 
since he was a lecturer in dental anatomy at the London hospital 
medical and dental school and lecturer on the diploma in forensic 
odontology course in the department of forensic  medicine. 
We extend our condolences to Pauline, his wife, and to the family. 
John had been suffering from Multiple Myelomas and had received 
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treatment both in the U.K. and Australia but sadly the disease 
overcame him. 
He was one of the first members of BAFO when it was founded in 
1980. John started his career as an undergraduate at University 
College hospital dental school in September 1968, gaining his BDS in 
1972 and LDSRCS the following year. He was appointed junior 
lecturer in dental anatomy at the London under professor Ron 
Fearnhead in 1973. Following the establishment of the forensic 
odontology diploma in 1983 he was awarded the diploma in 1985. His 
research into the microbiological structure of bone gained him a PhD 
in 1986. I remember his relief when he returned to the department 
after a tough three-hour viva by the examiners. During the university 
summer vacation, he would take a break working in a friend’s dental 
practice in Oman,a country he enjoyed. 
John was always willing to help forensic odontology students with their 
projects and became a great supporter of BAFO becoming its 
president before he left U.K. to take up a senior lectureship in oral 
anatomy at the university of Melbourne, moving his young family (and 
his Austin 7) to Australia. 
He became very active in the Australian forensic odontology 
association eventually becoming its president, but never forgetting 
BAFO he was frequently at our annual conferences giving us a 
presentation. Those of us who worked in Thailand following the 2004 
tsunami also remember him as the leader of the Australian forensic 
odontology team. 
BAFO made him a life member and I had the privilege of making the 
presentation at one of my visits to the Victorian Institute of Forensic 
Medicine in Melbourne where John was head of the centre for human 
identification. In 1994 he was appointed an associate professor at 
Melbourne dental school and in 1999 professor and inaugural chair of 
forensic odontology at the university and in 2015 deputy head of the 
dental school.  
He was a brilliant researcher and head of research. His research 
interests were in four fields, the study of age and sex related changes 
to the human skeleton in collaboration with the MRC bone research 
unit at Addenbrookes hospital in Cambridge, cheiloscopy and 
identification from surveillance videos 
along with human identification and DVI, and human rights issues. He 
had research links in this country not only at Addenbrookes hospital, 
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Cambridge and at Oxford university but also at Cranfield university 
where he was honorary research fellow at the forensic institute of the 
defence academy, also 
in Japan, Canada and U.S.A. John published 2 books and more than 
20 book chapters, in addition to 110 scientific articles in international 
scientific journals He will be sadly missed by all who knew him as a 
friend and fellow forensic odontologist. News of his death arrived by 
email from Judy Hinchliffe and I quote her words, ‘he has achieved so 
much for the promotion and recognition of forensic odontology’. 
 
Derek Clark 
 
 
BAFO Autumn Conference 2018 
 
The 2018 BAFO conference was held at the Mercure Holland House 
Hotel in Cardiff. The conference was opened by our BAFO president 
Douglas Sheasby who introduced the first speaker Judy Hinchliffe. 
Judy is currently based in the Northern Territory in Australia and gave 
an interesting talk about the saltwater crocodile attacks. Most 
crocodile attacks in Australia occur in the Northern Territory. Judy 
went on to describe a number of cases of fatalities resulting from 
crocodile attacks. 25.5% of the population of the Northern Territory 
are Aborigines and Torres Islanders and many do not have any dental 
records, which results in a reliance on visual methods of identification. 
 
The next presentation was given by Vijay Reesu who discussed his 
PhD research looking at smile comparison. His research looked at 
traditional methods of smile 
comparison for identification and 
methods using 3-D scans. The pilot 
studies seem to indicate that the 3-
D methodology appears to reduce 
the subjectivity and made it 
possible to reach an opinion in 
more cases. 
Sally Andrews then discussed 
three unusual cases; beginning 
with an accusation of child abuse 
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against a father who had removed two mobile deciduous teeth with a 
tissue and finger pressure with the child’s consent. Interestingly the 
method of removing loose deciduous teeth was described by a 
number of paediatric dental experts. The second case involved 
assessing injuries where a teenage girl had died from blunt force 
injuries where two teeth, a tooth fragment and a fractured mandible 
were identified. The final case involved the death of a child who had a 
torn labial fraenum as a result of resuscitation attempts, although 
there was an area of suspected bruising intra-orally which turned out 
to be pigmented gingivae. 
 
Freddie Martin gave a case presentation on a recent bite mark case 
which had some a series of unusual bruises and abrasions in an arc 
pattern set in front of the tooth mark bruises. These additional marks 
turned out to have been caused by orthodontic brackets that were still 
bonded onto the labial surface of the teeth. 
 
The first day ended with a talk given by Jayanie Weeritna a forensic 
odontologist from Sri Lanka. Jayanie gave an overview of the type of 
case load undertaken by odontologists in Sri Lank, covering the usual 
aspects of identification, age estimation and bite mark analysis. 
However they also undertake a significant amount of work 
investigating and assessing traumatic dental injuries and dental 
neglect. 
 
 

The second day started with an 
excellent presentation by Forensic 
pathologist Phil Lumb on One 
Punch Manslaughter. Phil has seen 
49 cases of one punch homicide 
over 12 years in the NorthWest, 
Yorkshire and Humberside areas. 
43 out of 49 cases resulted from a 
single punch, 5 cases from a sigle 
push and 1 from a head butt. The 
cases had three main causes of 
death: contrecoup head injury 
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(65%), traumatic basal subarachnoid haemorrhage (19%) and 
commotio cerebri (6%). 
The majority of these cases resulted in an immediate 
unconsciousness of the victims, and were associated with alcohol and 
were mainly male. Whilst the majority of cases resulted in loss of 
consciousness there were occasions where the victim had a lucid 
interval where they continued to remain conscious. This has meant 
that the investigation sometimes is also reliant on examining CCTV 
footage and witness statements to ascertain the exact mechanism of 
the trauma. Other factors to consider were defensive and offensive 
injuries on the victim and attacker, and ground impacts which may 
produce a “gravel rash” 
 
Phil Marsden then gave the second talk on the Saturday giving an 
overview of the DVI cases he has been involved in over a number of 
years. Starting with a couple of air disasters in 1996 and 1998, the 
Asian Tsunami in 2004 with its huge numbers of casualties and the 
successful use of odontology in so many of the cases of identification. 
The value and contribution of odontology over the years was 
highlighted in the many examples that Phil gave: 
 

 2011 Christchurch Earthquake 
 

 2007 London Bombing 
 

 2015 Tunisia Terror Attack 
 

 2016 Croydon Rail Crash 
 

 2017 Westminster Bridge Attack 
 

 2017 Manchester Arena Bombing 
 

 2017 London Bridge Attack 
 

 2017 Grenfell Tower Fire 
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Phil finished his talk covering the identification of individuals involved 
in the Leicester shop explosion in 2018 where one of the victims was 
identified using a CT scan with a 3-D printed model of the upper jaw to 
undertake smile comparison. 
Tom Booth gave the next presentation on patterns of bacterial 
bioerosion in ancient mineralized tissues to attempt to give an insight 
into the early post-mortem period. The methods could provide 
information to distinguish between still born and short-lived infants. 
 
Our own president, Douglas Sheasby then discussed the future 
admissibility of bite mark evidence.  Douglas spoke about the 
Innocence Project and the cases involving miscarriages of justice in 
the USA.  This was followed by a detailed description of the rationale 
and methodology of the feature based analysis of bite marks in skin.  
Of particular interest was the discussion 
regarding cognitive bias and its potential to 
influence one’s opinion.  Clearly further 
research needs to be undertaken in this area.  
 
We were then given a mock cross-
examination by one of Bond Solon’s barristers 
who gave Camila George a “grilling” over a 
bite mark report. The exercise was very 
interesting and certainly gave us a taste of 
Bond Solon’s training for expert witnesses. Dr 
Charlene Greenwood then spoke about x-ray 
diffraction and its potential uses in the early identification of 
osteoporosis, species identification and age related changes. The 
conference was rounded off by a presentation from Professor Geoff 
Craig who gave a case presentation regarding an injury which was 
classed as a possible case of “amorous biting”. It highlighted the lack 
of clear definition of love-bite injuries as opposed to actual bite marks. 
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BAFO Autumn Conference 2018 
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BAFO AUTUMN CONFERENCE 2019  
 
Friday 15th to Sunday 17th November 
Mercure Sheffield St Paul’s Hotel & Spa 
https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-6628-
mercure-sheffield-st-paul-s-hotel-spa/index.shtml 
119 Norfolk Street, Sheffield, South Yorkshire S1 
2JE 
Please note: Hotel accommodation is to be booked by individuals making 
direct contact with the Hotel (0114 278 2000) where the following tariffs have 
been agreed(quote BAFO Conference when booking): 
Classic (Standard) Room – B&B 
Friday 15th November:      £99.00 (Single Occupancy)     £109.00 (Double 
Occupancy) 
Saturday 16th November  £124.00                                 £134.00 
N.B. The hotel has 60 rooms (all ensuite with bath and separate shower) on 
hold for BAFO on the Friday night and 40 rooms on hold for the Saturday 
night; 50% of these room allocations will be released for general sale 8 weeks 
before the event (say, on Fri 20th September) and the remaining 50% at 6 
weeks before the event (say, Fri 4th October) so to be sure of a room book 
early; there is full access to the Spa for delegates & their partners; 
Car Parking: The hotel has discounted rates arranged with the nearby Q-
Park, Charles St (aka ‘The Cheese Grater’ – Sat Nav S1 2NB) approx. £12.75 
for 24 hrs, and the NCP Arundel Gate, (under the Crucible Theatre – Sat Nav 
S1 2PN) approx. £10 for 24 hrs; 
A Registration Form will be circulated to all members in due course, and 
also posted on the Website, covering the Day Delegate Rates (£35 per 
person per day to include a Fork Buffet Lunch and use of all facilities for Fri 
15th & Sat 16th), the Conference Black Tie Dinner (price tbc), and the 
Conference Fee; 
N.B. Other less costly hotels are within easy walking distance of the Mercure 
(e.g. Jury’s, Novotel, Leopold) and others are a taxi ride away (e.g. 
Copthorne, Hilton, Holiday Inn Royal Victoria, Hampton by Hilton) 
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The BAHID Summer Conference 2019 is entitled 
“Recovery to Repatriation: Using cases from the 
past to develop future techniques” 
It will take place at the Fire Services College in 
Moreton-in-Marsh 
(https://www.fireservicecollege.ac.uk/), July 5-7 
2019 
 

 
The Australian Society of Forensic Odontology 
(AuSFO) symposium 2019 
Identification in the 21st Century 
The 2019 AuSFO Symposium will be held between 24-26 October 
2019 in Sydney at the Royal Automobile Club (RAC), 89 
Macquarie Street, Sydney. 
http://www.ausfo.org.au/welcome-to-ausfo-inc/about-ausfo-inc/ 
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    BAFO Scale of Fees 2016              
As agreed with SOCA 

 
Police Post-Mortem & Bite Mark Cases- 

Hourly Rate: £110 per hour professional time 
(Professional time includes time at a police station or mortuary and 
time spent on analysis and report writing) 
Travelling time: £70 per hour 
Travelling expenses (road): 70p per mile 

Coroner’s cases 
Where identification is requested directly from the Coroner, fees are 
negotiable directly with HM Coroner or his/her officer. It would be 
reasonable to use the fee scale relating to a police identification 
(above) although there are set fees for a standard and a special post 
mortem and report.  
Special note: 
Since 02.12.13. The Legal Aid Agency (LAA) has REDUCED the fees 
payable to expert witnesses in both Criminal and Civil cases. The permitted 
maximum fee for a “dentist” has gone down from £117 to £93.60/Hr (and 
£72 in London!!) 
The background and full wording can be found at the following links: 

http://www.sew.org.uk/ed/001_MoJCP1809/index.cfm 
and 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/legal-aid/funding-code/remuneration-

of-expert-witnesses-guidance.PDF  

Accessed 26.01.14. 
BAFO are currently in correspondence with the LAA in an attempt to 
differentiate the work done by Forensic Odontologists from that done by 
“dentists” within the Criminal Justice System. It may not be prudent at 
this time to set precedent by accepting work from solicitors at this 
reduced rate.      £110/Hr is BAFO’s recommended rate 
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