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Instructions for authors 

IOFOS newsletter is published biannually in June and December. Contributions should be 

sent by e-mail to vodanovic@sfzg.hr not later than the end of the month before the month 

of publishing. All contributions should be in English as Microsoft Word documents. Do 

not include images in text. If any, images should be at the end of the text. All information 

about forensic dentistry such as meeting reports, news from national societies, forensic 

activity reports, future forensic meeting announcements, etc. from IOFOS members and 

member societies, as well as from other contributors are welcome. If you want to be 

included on IOFOS mailing list and receive the newsletter by e-mail please write to 

vodanovic@sfzg.hr. 

Dear Readers 

 wish you a warm welcome on 

pages of the new issue of IOFOS 

newsletter. The period from our 

last issue released in December 2017 

was very fruitful and rich with various 

activities of our members. In this issue 

you can find some reports from 

forensic meetings held in the last 

months in different 

parts of the word. 

Details about future 

forensic meetings in 

Australia, Brazil, 

India, and the 

Netherlands are also 

provided. Regarding 

a meeting in India, 

organized under 

IOFOS patronage for 

September this year, 

IOFOS ex president, prof. Vilma Pinchi 

will lecture on quality assurance in 

forensic dentistry and will organize a 

preconference workshop on age 

estimation with dr. Giulia Vitale.  

It is nice to see that School of Dentistry 

of RibeirãoPreto, Brazil celebrated the 

graduation of more than 100 forensic 

odontologists enrolled in the Forensic 

Odontology Specialization This 

programme is coordinated by Prof. 

Ricardo Henrique Alves da Silva. 

Forensic dentistry in Brazil has a bright 

future and this good practice should be 

analysed and if possible applied in 

other countries worldwide. 

Unfortunately forensic community lost 

one of its members. 

Dr. Nazar Hag 

Mahmoud "the 

Godfather of forensic 

dentistry" in Sudan" 

who passed away in 

January this year. 

The next issue is 

planned to be 

released in 

December 2018. I 

kindly invite all of 

you to submit your contributions 

related to forensic and IOFOS activities 

up to November 15th 2018. Thank you! 

Yours  

Marin Vodanović 

 

 

I Marin Vodanović 

Editor of the IOFOS 

Newsletter 

 

Department of 

Dental 

Anthropology, 

School of Dental 

Medicine, 

University of 

Zagreb, Croatia 

 
vodanovic@sfzg.hr   

www.marinvodanovic.com    
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Dear Readers and Members of IOFOS, 

t has been nearly a half-year since 

we issued our past newsletter. 

During that time, IOFOS Board has 

been trying to keep up with all past 

developments in the field of forensic 

odontology. 

To popularize our 

work, we have 

opened our pages 

on social networks 

Facebook and 

LinkedIn. We are 

trying to exchange 

all the latest news 

with colleagues 

around the world 

through these 

social networks. The number of 'likes' 

and page views from day to day is 

getting bigger. 

Protocols for Quality Assurance have 

been completed for the following 

disciplines: Body identification in single 

case, Body identification in mass 

disasters, Age estimation, Dental 

injuries and Forensic odontology 

report. The protocols were placed on 

the IOFOS web site, and we 

subsequently sought to incorporate 

some suggestions into 

recommendations. The final protocols 

are to be published soon in the 

Supplement of JFOS. 

The initiative of me as president and 

colleagues in the Executive Board has 

resulted in the idea of writing a 

university textbook ''Forensic Odonto-

stomatology''. All the authors, about 

thirty of them from all over the world 

will write the textbook which will be 

divided into chapters dwelling on 

topics on which they built their careers.  

They are academics who work with 

students almost on 

a daily basis and the 

textbook will help 

students learn and 

download new 

information from 

the field of forensic 

odontology. Writing, 

editing and 

publishing of this 

university textbook 

is expected in two 

years. Its presentation to the wider 

public is envisaged during the IOFOS 

international conference in Dubrovnik, 

September 2020. 

Furthermore, we were present at 

several international and local 

conferences from our area: IOFOS was 

the patron of the Forensic Odontology 

symposium Alpe Adria Pannonia during 

the international Forensic Medicine 

meeting in Croatia. 

I believe that this Newsletter will be 

browsed over and read with pleasure 

in peace as it brings us a number of 

interesting contributions and reports 

from the national societies“. 

With kindest regards 

Hrvoje Brkic  

 

I Hrvoje Brkić 

President of IOFOS 

 

University of Zagreb 

School of Dental 

Medicine, Zagreb, 

Croatia 

 

brkic@sfzg.hr    

www.brkic.eu  
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he Indian Association of Forensic 

Odontology (IAFO) was formed 

in 2000 and was registered 

under the Indian Register of Societies 

in 2002. Over the past 18 years the 

Association has grown steadily in terms 

of outreach and membership and 

currently has 421 members. The IAFO 

Executive usually meets once every 

three months and it has met four times 

in the last year—twice in Bengaluru 

(formerly known as Bangalore) and 

once each in Goa and Salem.  

The IAFO has an almost decade-old 

official publication — the Journal of 

Forensic Dental Sciences (commenced 

in 2009 and on the verge of publishing 

its 10th issue) — which is available at 

http://www.jfds.org.  

Since 2002, the IAFO has been 

organising National Conferences 

almost every year, and in 2017 the 

15th National Conference was held on 

9-10 September at Bengaluru in 

southern India and attended by over 

400 delegates from across the country 

and abroad. In addition, several 

workshops on forensic odontology 

have also been organised by various 

dental institutes under the patronage 

of the IAFO. 

 

The National Forensic Odontology 

Registry (NRFO), proposed by IAFO 

President Dr. T. Samraj, and intended 

to serve as a database of oral health 

records for use in post-mortem dental 

identification, has expanded in 2017-

18. These oral health records are 

accessible only to the IAFO when 

required for such a purpose, in 

T 

    

Ashith B. Acharya 

Secretary, Indian 

Association of 

Forensic 

Odontology 

 

ashith@ashithacharya.com   

 

  

Report on the activities of the 

Indian Association of Forensic 

Odontology (IAFO) 

June 2017 to May2018 

    

Theogaraj Samraj 

President, Indian 

Association of 

Forensic 

Odontology 

 

samrajt@hotmail.com  

 

 

  

Figure 1: 15th national conference of the 
IAFO (2017) – ceremonial lamp. 
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INVITATION TO IOFOS MEMBER SOCIETIES 

The next conference of the IAFO is its 1st International and 16th National Conference 

and will be organised in Goa on 29-30 September 2018 and has been accorded patronage 

of the IOFOS (the IAFO is a member-society of the IOFOS since 2011). All members of 

member-societies of the IOFOS are invited to the conference.  

Details are available at http://iafo2018goa.com/  

collaboration with willing dental 

practitioners and dental colleges from 

across India. A Memorandum of 

Understanding drafted for developing 

the NRFO has received support from 

several universities and private dental 

practitioners. 

Apart from this, members of the IAFO 

have also been lecturing and serving as 

source facility in workshops and 

training programmes, further 

disseminating practical know-how 

amongst dentists and forensic 

professionals in India, as well as 

contributing to forensic dental case 

work across the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 2: 15th national conference of the IAFO (2017) – delegates. 
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Figure 3: 15th national conference of the IAFO (2017) – Inauguration. 
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arch 2018 was a special 

moment to USP – School of 

Dentistry of Ribeirão Preto, 

particularly to the Forensic Odontology 

Specialization Program coordinated by 

Prof. Ricardo Henrique Alves da Silva.  

 

After the graduation of the 9th Group, 

the cited Program reached the 

milestone of the graduation of more 

than 100 Forensic Odontologists. In 

Brazil, the Specialization Programs are 

regulated by the Ministry of Education 

and, specifically in Dentistry by Brazilian 

Council of Dentistry that require the 

maximum number of 12 students per 

group. So, at this moment, the history 

of the Forensic Odontologists qualifying 

from USP – School of Dentistry of 

Ribeirão Preto is illustrated in Figure 1. 

The Program's curriculum includes 

activities in all fields related to Forensic 

Odontology, with theoretical and 

practical activities, as well as some 

subjects related to general Criminal 

Sciences, so that in Brazil, the qualified 

dentist can work as Forensic 

Odontologist (in criminal, civil, labor 

and administrative court) and as 

Criminal Expert. Dentists, after their 

undergraduate degree, can seek a 

specialized degree in Forensic 

Odontology. Our course lasts 18 

months, with activities one week per 

month, totaling more than 800 hours. 

M 

  

Ricardo Henrique 

Alves da Silva 

Forensic 

Odontology - USP - 

School of Dentistry 

of Ribeirão Preto, 

Brasil 

ricardohenrique@usp.br    

  

 

 

CELEBRATION!! 

100 Forensic Odontologists – 

USP – School of Dentistry of 

Ribeirão Preto, Brazil 
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Figure 2, illustrates some moments of 

the program. 

 

1st Group 11 Forensic odontologists 

2nd Group 12 Forensic odontologists 

3rd Group 11 Forensic odontologists 

4th Group 12 Forensic odontologists 

5th Group 10 Forensic odontologists 

6th Group 11 Forensic odontologists 

7th Group 12 Forensic odontologists 

8th Group 12 Forensic odontologists 

9th Group 12 Forensic odontologists 

 

 

To commemorate this special moment, 

a gift pin with the phrase “We are more 

than 100” was prepared for the 

students and former students that 

attended the ceremony on March 24th 

and a special tribute was presented 

with the photographs of all the Forensic 

Odontologists who graduated at USP – 

School of Dentistry of Ribeirão Preto. 

This tribute was shared in the social 

media related to the Forensic 

Odontology Specialization Program 

(Facebook: @odontolegalforpusp --- 

Instagram: 

@ricardohenrique_odontolegal --- 

LinkedIn: Ricardo Henrique Alves da 

Silva).  

  

 

 

Figure 1: Forensic Odontologists graduated 
per Group in the Forensic Odontology 

Specialization Program (USP – School of 
Dentistry of Ribeirão Preto). 

Figure 2: Some activities in the Forensic Odontology Specialization Program. 
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Figure 3: Tribute to the former students from the Forensic Odontology Specialization Program. 
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eeth and the mouth are a rich 

source of information about an 

individual. An average dentist is 

able to observe this information but is 

usually not trained to put them in 

appropriate context and the 

observations remain useless. 

Someone’s biography based on analysis 

of the teeth and mouth is called 

odontobiography. It can be generated 

for living or dead people including 

skeletons of archaeological origin. 

Odontobiography is quite similar to 

dental profiling in forensic dentistry, 

but with a significant difference in the 

aim. The aim of dental profiling is to 

establish somebody's identity. The aim 

of making odontobiography is to 

reconstruct the life of an individual and 

to provide as many details as possible of 

T 

 

Marin Vodanović 

Department of 

Dental 

Anthropology, 

School of Dental 

Medicine, 

University of 

Zagreb, Croatia 

 
vodanovic@sfzg.hr    

 www.marinvodanovic.com  

Odontobiograpy – providing a 

context 

Figure 1: Prof. Kurt W. Alt and students at the course. 
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her/his life by analysis of the oral 

environment.  

Recently, the School of Dental Medicine 

University of Zagreb in the English 

language doctoral (PhD) study 

programme, a new course entitled 

“Odontobiography - the basics of 

stomatognathic system meta-analysis“ 

was introduced in addition to other 

forensic courses. This course consisted 

of five hours of lectures and 15 hours of 

practical work on skeletal materials.  

A new generation of students enrolled 

in this course had their lectures in 

December 2017 at the Department of 

Dental Anthropology, School of Dental 

Medicine, University of Zagreb. 

Lecturers included Prof. Kurt W. Alt 

from Center of Natural and Cultural 

History of Man, Danube Private 

University and Institute of 

Anthropology, University of Mainz. The 

course was enjoyed by the students, all 

of them dental practitioners, who 

learned how to listen when teeth speak.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Practical work at the course. 
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uring October 18-21, 2017, the 

Sociedad de Odonto-

estomatologos Forenses 

Iberoamericanos (SOFIA) held its IX 

Annual Meeting at the facilities of Santa 

María de La Rábida, Universidad 

Internacional de Andalucía (UNIA), in 

the city of Huelva (Spain). This meeting 

was held in collaboration with the 

Asociación Española de Antropología y 

Odontología Forense (AEAOF) and 

within the framework of a new 

anniversary of the discovery of America, 

under the motto "Forensic 

Anthropology and Forensic Odontology, 

Forensic Sciences in the Service of 

D 

   

Gabriel M. Fonseca 

Laboratory of 

Forensic Dentistry, 

Faculty of Dentistry, 

Universidad de La 

Frontera - Temuco, 

Chile 

 

gabriel.fonseca@ufrontera.cl   

 

  

 

IX Annual Meeting of SOFIA 

(October 18-21, 2017 – 

Huelva, Spain) 

Figure 1: A traditional image of La Rábida (Huelva, Spain): El Muelle de las Carabelas (The Wharf 
of the Caravels), a museum whose most prominent exhibits are replicas of Christopher 

Columbus’s boats, the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa María, built in 1992 for the Celebration of 
the Fifth Centenary of the Discovery of America. 
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Justice”. La Rábida represents the 

starting point of the voyage of discovery 

of 525 years ago, making it the ideal 

setting for a new encounter between 

American and European scientists 

(Figure 1). 

This was the first time that SOFIA held 

its annual meeting outside of the 

Americas (SOFIA was founded in 

Cordoba, Argentina, in 2009), and this 

congress was a meeting point between 

colleagues and friends from Argentina, 

Belgium, Brazil, Chile, England, Israel, 

Italy, Mexico, Portugal and of course the 

host, Spain . The central theme of the 

different conferences, round tables, 

oral communications and posters, was 

the social role of the forensic 

odontologist and of the forensic 

anthropologist as experts at the service 

of the community (Figure 2). The 

plenary lectures were genuine 

contributions: Dr. José Antonio Lorente 

(Spain) inaugurated the event with his 

lecture "Contribution of Forensic 

Genetics in the Investigation of the 

remains of Admiral Christopher 

Columbus". The President of SOFIA, Dr. 

Gabriel M. Fonseca (Argentina), 

presented his lecture "Forensic 

Odontology: from speculation to 

practice" with the aim of strengthening 

the discipline in view of the current 

prevailing paradigms. Dr. Nicholas 

Marquez-Grant (England) presented 

the conference titled "Forensic 

Anthropology in the 21st Century: 

Challenges and New Technology". On 

the other hand, the round tables 

addressed a wide range of topics 

necessary for discussion such as "The 

dentist and the anthropologist in the 

crime scene"; "Teaching and Research 

in Forensic Odontology and Forensic 

Anthropology"; "Great catastrophes"; 

"Documentation and Protocols in 

Figure 2: Opening Ceremony of the IX Annual Meeting of SOFIA and AEAOF. Left to right: 
Lourdes Garrido Cumbreras (Provincial Government of Huelva), Gabriel M. Fonseca (President 
of SOFIA), Agustín Galán García (Vice Rector of the UNIA in La Rábida), Fernando Serrulla Rech 
(President of AEAOF) and Esther Mora Rosa (President of the IX Meeting of SOFIA and AEAOF). 
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Forensic Anthropology and Forensic 

Odontology"; "Expert testimony and 

valuation of corporal damage in 

Odontostomatology"; and "Limitations 

to interpret trauma in Forensic 

Anthropology", with contributions of 

experts from the ten participating 

countries. 

The twenty oral communications and 

the thirteen posters presented 

demonstrated the intense participation 

of those attending the scientific activity. 

In this context, and probably the 

greatest milestone of the meeting, the 

inauguration of the SOFIA’s Annual 

Award “Dr. Mario Cantín”, a tribute 

established by SOFIA to promote 

research in young scientists, was 

presented. After submitting their 

studies for review by a Committee, 

finally three exponents made their 

presentations at the closing of the 

Congress: "A new method to 

geometrically represent skin bite marks 

for comparison to the suspicious 

dentition" (Ana Molina García, Granada, 

Spain); "Sexual dimorphism of the 

human dental arch" (Laise Nascimento 

Correia Lima, São Paulo, Brazil) and 

"Attitudes, perceptions and 

preferences of individuals from Temuco 

(Chile) about denture marking" (Javier 

Rojas Torres, Temuco, Chile). The 

representative of Brazil was finally the 

winner of the certification and of the 

300 euros awarded by SOFIA (Figure 3) 

Two post-congress courses added to 

the intense scientific activity: 

"Rehydration of soft tissues in 

Figure 3: Laise Nascimento Correia Lima (Universidade Estadual de Campinas, São Paulo, Brazil) 
receives the award from Dr.Claudina Avalos (SOFIA Treasurer) in the inauguration of the SOFIA’s 

Annual Award “Dr. Mario Cantín”. 
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mummified corpses and reversal of 

putrefaction processes for forensic 

purposes", presented by Dr. Alejandro 

Hernández Cardenas (Attorney 

General's Office of the Chihuahua State, 

Mexico); and "Dental age estimation", 

delivered by Prof. Dr. Patrick Thevissen 

(Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 

Belgium) with the collaboration of Prof. 

Dr. Stella Martín de las Heras (University 

of Granada, Spain), Figure 4.  

SOFIA also held its Annual Assembly at 

which its Executive was re-elected: Dr. 

Gabriel Fonseca (President), Dr. 

Catherine Sandoval Marchant (Chile, 

Vice President), Dr. Víctor Tomei 

(Argentina, Secretary) and Dr. Claudina 

Avalos (Argentina, Treasurer). This was 

an opportunity to also introduce  the 

host city of the 2018 SOFIA’s Annual 

Meeting, the city of Iquique (Chile), next 

October. Spain was a beautiful occasion 

where the historical and the novel were 

combined, leading to the strengthening 

of the fraternal bonds between 

colleagues and friends from both sides 

of the Atlantic. There was not only the 

desire to continue strengthening 

Forensic Odontostomatology, but also 

to build the membership of SOFIA 

within IOFOS as a global entity of unity 

in our beloved specialty.   

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Prof.Dr. Patrick Thevissen starts the post-congress course “Dental age estimation”. 
This was one of the highlights  of the meeting, and a demonstration of the recent approach of 

SOFIA to IOFOS. 


