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Welcome to the seventh in our series of newsletters designed to keep stakeholders 
up to date with progress in establishing the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 
 
Our objectives 

Our objectives remain as follows: 

 To establish the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

 To establish a Forensic Science Advisory Council. 

 To draw up a plan for the work of the Regulator and FSAC in 2008-09, approved 
by Ministers. 

 Subject to agreement by Ministers, to establish a reconstituted Forensic 
Pathology Council to oversee the provision of forensic pathology services 
throughout the UK. 

 To manage such priority work, relevant to the Regulator function in 2007-08, as 
can be achieved within available resources. 

 
Opening address from Andrew Rennison, incoming Forensic Science Regulator  

I am sure you will not be surprised to hear that I have been spending some of my time 
recently learning about the work of the Forensic Regulator. I start in the post on 11 
February but am grateful to Jenny Williams, the Chief Executive of the Gambling 
Commission, for allowing me time away from my current work to pick up on the job 
before I start. I spent a day at the Regulator’s conference on 23 January where I met 
some key stakeholders. There is no doubt that there is plenty of enthusiasm and support 
for the work to be done, I have to say this is due largely to the excellent work done by the 
Interim Regulator, Adrian Cory, and the team he has built up. I look forward to meeting 
many other stakeholders and plan to spend most of my time over the first two months on 
the road building relationships with people across the forensic spectrum. 

I will be following the principles of the Regulator’s Compliance Code and want to adopt a 
risk-based, proportionate and targeted approach to the work. I intend to be as 
transparent as I can and will consult widely to capture views. This will build on the work 
Adrian and his team have done so far. I am, needless to say, very much looking forward 
to becoming the Forensic Regulator 

 

 

 

 



Farewell comment from Adrian Cory, outgoing Forensic Science Regulator 

This latest Newsletter gives me an excellent opportunity to say farewell, and to thank you for 
your help and support over the last eight months.  It has been a great privilege to have been 
involved in the start of something so worthwhile and I look forward to seeing the Regulator’s 
role develop under Andy Rennison’s capable leadership in a way that adds real value to 
forensic science. I will take away fond memories of the many new friends I have made in the 
course of this assignment. I wish you all the very best. 
 
Update on progress against specific deliverables  

Recruit a suitably qualified and experienced Regulator, in post by 31 March 
2008 

Achieved. As reported in Newsletter no 6, Andrew Rennison has been appointed and 
will take up post on 11 February 2008. Andrew’s opening address appears at the top 
of this Newsletter. 

 

Establish a Forensic Science Advisory Council, operating to advise the Interim 
Regulator, by 15 November 2007, with any expert groups required to address 
the initial work programme in operation by 15 December.  

Newsletter number 6 set out the membership of the FSAC and recorded that the 
appointment of a lay member was awaited. That appointment has now been made 
and the membership is now:  

  Andrew Rennison, Forensic Science Regulator (Chair) 

  Michael Goldstein, Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners 

  Brian Rankin, President of the Forensic Science Society 

  Dr Basil Purdue, President of the British Association in Forensic Medicine 

  Mohammed Khamisa QC, Criminal Bar Association 

  Professor Julie Mennell, Chair UK Forensic Science Education Group 

  Dr Sheila Willis, Chair Forensic Science Providers Group 

  Dr Jane Beaumont, Director Accreditation, UK Accreditation Service 

  His Honour Judge Andrew Goymer 

  Tom Nelson, CEO Scottish Police Services Authority (Forensic Science) 

  Roger Coe-Salazar OBE, Chief Crown Prosecutor (CPS) 

  Stan Brown, CEO Forensic Science Service Northern Ireland 

  ACC Paul Crowther, ACPO 

  Julie Goulding, Criminal Cases Review Commission (lay member) 



At its second  meeting on 22 January 2008, the FSAC: 

1.  noted progress on the creation of a landscape survey to identify existing quality 
standards in forensic science 

2.  reviewed the decision to create five specialist groups reporting to the FSAC and 
agreed their terms of reference and composition (it was acknowledged that further 
specialist groups might be needed)  

3.  noted the invitation sent by the interim Regulator inviting suppliers to join the 
commercial suppliers forum 

4.  commented on the draft Business Plan for 2008-09 

The third meeting of the FSAC will take place on 18 February 2008. 

 

Establish a Stakeholder Forum to advise the Interim Regulator, by 16 July 2007.  

The FSAC have agreed to reconstitute the Stakeholder Forum into a register of 
interests for the purposes of receiving information of interest to the wider stakeholder 
community.  For this purpose the register would be opened to any interested party 
who wished to receive such information.  If you would like to be added to the newly 
constituted Stakeholder Forum, please e-mail your details to the Editor, Keith Batten 
(address below); 

Newsletter no 6, reported on the creation of a suppliers forum and invited 
applications. Several organisations have expressed a desire to join. Those 
seeking to join should email their details to Keith Batten at the address below  

An Ethics Group for the National DNA Database (NDNAD), functioning by 3 
September. 

This objective was met.  

The second meeting of the Ethics Group took place on 13 December. The Chair 
reported on the range of stakeholders the group had met and that the role and remit 
of the Ethics Group had been well received. The meeting considered the issues the 
Ethics Group had already identified and which they considered merited their attention 
and took note of progress that had already been made on the following issues:  

1. review of volunteer sampling and consent 

2. purpose of the National DNA Database and the legislative position 

3.  legislation concerning the taking of DNA samples  

4. identification and tracking of DNA samples  

5.  response to the PACE review 

6. Chief Constable’s discretion to authorise removal of profiles from the Database.  



The Ethics Group also agreed its work programme for completion by the end of the 
current financial year and work to be undertaken in the next financial year. Full details 
will be placed on the Forensic Science Regulator’s website. 

In addition, interviews to recruit two additional members took place on 24 January 
2008.  

 

Subject to Ministerial approval, establish a reconstituted Forensic Pathology 
Council, by 31 October. 

Adrian Cory contacted stakeholders and responses will be reported to the FSAC. 

 

Review arrangements for oversight of the NDNAD, particularly those relating to 
managing standard setting and monitoring by 31 August. 

The FSAC approved proposals and letters of invitation will be sent.  

 

Carry out a landscape survey of existing standards and draw up a prioritised 
list of areas requiring standards, by 15 October 2007.   

Thanks to the efforts of Dr Bob Bramley, we now have a first draft of the Landscape 
Survey.  

The draft, which reflects a wealth of material, documents and reports on existing 
quality standards in the provision of forensic science services and associated issues. 
Once the survey has been completed, a key focus will be to incorporate the data into 
the production and delivery of a user friendly manual of standard setting and 
regulation to guide the operation of the Forensic Science Regulator.  

 

Authorised analysts, determine implementation plan by 20 December 2007. 

Nothing to add to the report in Newsletter No 5. 

 

Studies, proposals and standards completed for a number of high priority 
areas (details to be determined).  

The scientific review of Low Template DNA profiling led by Professor Brian Caddy is 
now expected to be completed by the end of February. In view of the judgement 
given in the case of the Omagh bombing, the report of this review has assumed an 
even higher significance than before.  

 

 



A business plan for 2008 – 09, approved by the Minister, by 31 March 2008.  

See the report on the second FSAC meeting above. The FSAC considered the report  
and suggested some minor amendments. The report will be referred back to the 
FSAC at its next meeting on 18 February for final agreement before it is submitted to 
the Minister for her approval.  

 

Produce proposals for future funding arrangements, by 1 December 2007.  

A bid for future funding has been submitted to the Home Office and a settlement is 
awaited.   

 

 

Two conferences were hosted by the interim Regulator during January. Brief 
highlights of the conferences are reported below 

 
Special Conference for Scientific Support Managers  
  
As trailed in our last Newsletter, a conference was held in Tewkesbury on 8 January for the 
Directors and Managers of Police Scientific Support Services to discuss the impact of 
Forensic Science Regulation on the provision of scientific services by in-house police 
providers. The conference was attended by Scientific Support Managers from most police 
forces in England and Wales together with representatives from the Scottish, Northern 
Ireland and Jersey police forensic science laboratories.    
  
Approximately 70 people attended the Conference and heard presentations from the 
Forensic Science Regulation Unit on work done to date to map the existing quality standards 
landscape, the UKAS Director of Accreditation who spoke about the accreditation process 
and the CPS on the court’s expectations of forensic science. There were also presentations 
from the Scientific Support Managers of three police forces, Lincolnshire, West Midlands and 
the Metropolitan Police who gave an outline of the forensic services they currently provide 
‘in-house’ and the quality standards they apply to those services and how they are 
accredited.  
  
Following the presentations, delegates were asked to consider the following in a series of 
Workshop sessions: 
  

       Applying ISO 17020 and 17025 to police forensic services: best practice, progress 
and timescales 

       What are the processes in police forces which need to be regulated; and 
       Managing risk: how to mitigate and deal with the consequences of failure. 

  
It was interesting to hear different views on the strengths and weaknesses of existing 
standards from an operational perspective and it was clear that the conference chimed with a 
wider desire for greater transparency in standards and stimulated thoughts about what it will 
be necessary to put in place if forces seek to take more forensic work ‘in-house’. There was 
a consensus that the same standards which apply to commercial providers of forensic 
services should also apply to police service forensic providers.  
  



  
Stakeholder Conference 
  
The Conference for Stakeholders with the title of “A Quality Partnership: Regulating 
Standards in Forensic Science” was held in London on 23 January. It was attended by 
over 60  delegates drawn from Government Departments, the police, forensic providers, 
accreditation services, universities and professional societies.  
  
The Key Note opening address was given by Meg Hillier MP, the Home Office Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State, who spoke of the successes and increasing importance of forensic 
science in crime detection and prevention. However, this needed to be coupled with 
maintaining public confidence in forensic science and a few, albeit high profile, recent cases 
underlined the need to set and maintain quality standards in forensic science. These 
standards needed to be common to all suppliers be they commercial providers or ‘in-house’ 
providers of forensic services to the police. Also, given the increasing competitiveness of the 
market place, there was a risk of quality being sacrificed in favour of lowering prices but this 
would not be in anybody’s interest, least of all the Criminal Justice System. 
  
Meg Hillier went on to emphasise the benefits of regulation – common standards where 
everybody is clear about what is expected and which will assist the police when procuring 
forensic services. This will enable all the stakeholders, including the courts and victims of 
crime, to have confidence in the integrity of forensic science. It will also help the police obtain 
value for money and reduce the risk of failures in forensic evidence.  
  
This will be delivered by the newly appointed Forensic Science Regulator, Andrew Rennison, 
who will be advised by the Forensic Science Advisory Council and a number of Specialist 
Groups which will be set up to look at particular domains within forensic science. The fact 
that the Regulator had not been established by legislation demanded active partnership in 
these activities across the range of stakeholders and Meg was confident that that support 
and enthusiasm for the new post was there. Nevertheless, Ministers had undertaken to 
review progress on the implementation and monitoring of quality standards after the 
Regulator had been in operation for one year. 
  
Further presentations were given by the following speakers:  

• Professor Paul Wiles, Chief Scientific Advisor and Director Research, Development & 
Statistics, Home Office - Forensic Science Regulation in the Context of the Home Office 
Science Strategy 

• Adrian Cory, Interim Forensic Science Regulator - Setting up the Office of the Regulator: 
Review & Forward Look 

• Richard Meffen, Forensics Service Manager, West Midlands Police - Crime Scene 
Investigation 

• Sheila Willis, Forensic Science Providers Group - The Suppliers’ View 
• Detective Superintendent Shirley Dinnell, Scientific Services Manager, Hampshire 

Constabulary - The Senior Investigating Officer’s Perspective 
• Karen Squibb-Williams, Strategic Policy Advisor, CPS - The CPS Angle 
• Simon Bramble, NPIA - Quality Standards in the Strategic Context 
• Professor Julie Mennell, Forensic Science Advisory Council - Role Approach and Early 

Impressions 
• Dr Michael Goldstein CBE, Chairman, Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners - 

Quality Standards & the Individual Practitioner 
• Professor Peter Hutton, Chair of the Ethics Group - The Role of the NDNAD Ethics Group 
• Chief Constable Tony Lake QPM -The ACPO Perspective 

  
 



Finally, during the day, delegates had been asked to complete cards asking questions which 
they would like to put to a panel comprising Adrian Cory, Simon Bramble, Tony Lake and 
Karen Squibb-Williams. Time constraints meant that many of the questions received could 
not be answered on the day and we will be putting those questions and answers provided by 
the panel on the Forensic Science Regulator web site shortly. 
 
 
  
The Team 

 

 

Readers will find the Forensic Science Regulation Unit’s page on the Home Office website at 
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/operational-policing/forensic-science-regulator/ The page 
includes back copies of the Forensic Science Regulator’s Newsletter and other useful 
information.  
 
 
Thanks 
Many thanks for the feedback received on earlier Newsletters. Please feel free to contact the 
editor with any comments or suggestions for content. His email is 
keith.batten2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
Andrew Rennison can be contacted on Andrew.rennsion4@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
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