
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER No 11 
 

30 July 2008 
 

Welcome to the eleventh in our series of newsletters designed to keep stakeholders 
up to date with progress made by the Forensic Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 
 
First Annual Report of the National DNA Database Ethics Group 
 
The first Annual Report of the NDNAD Ethics Group headed by Professor Peter 
Hutton was published on 21 July 2008.  The Group’s work so far has concentrated 
on: 
 

 The classification and management of volunteer DNA samples; 
 The process of taking consent for a DNA sample given voluntarily; 
 Information for the public, the police, volunteers and persons taken into 

custody on DNA; 
 The security and identification of DNA samples and profiles; 
 The custom and practice within which the NDNAD operates and the role of 

Chief Constables; 
 The need for, and value of, a ‘universal’ DNA Database; and 
 The ethical aspects of research applications to work on data stored on the 

NDNAD. 
 

The Report makes 11 recommendations around the processes involved in the 
taking, use and retention of DNA samples, and in particular those taken from 
volunteers.  It also sets out a future work programme for the Group.  The NPIA 
and the NDNAD Strategy Board will give full consideration to the 
recommendations in the report in due course.  

A copy of the report is available via the link below: 

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/operational-
policing/NDNAD_Ethics_Group_Annual_Report 

 
Specialist Groups  

Specialist Groups (SGs) consisting of domain experts have now been set up to 
advise on specific areas of forensic science.  The SGs that have met so far are: 



 

 Quality Standards – chaired by Andy Rennison 

 End User – chaired by Ewen Smith (Criminal Cases Review Commission) 

 DNA – chaired by Karen Squibb-Williams (CPS) 

 Digital Forensics – chaired by Professor Jim Fraser (University of 
Strathclyde) 

 Practitioner Competency chaired by DCC Clive Wolfendale 

We are also in the process of setting up a Forensic Pathology Specialist Group.  I 
expect the SGs to undertake studies within their areas of expertise and to help in 
the development of standards and policy in the above areas.  Further details 
about the SGs, membership, and notes of their meetings will be published in the 
Forensic Science Regulator’s page on the Home Office website: 

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/operational-policing/forensic-science-
regulator/about-the-regulator/specialist-groups/ 

We have engaged with Roger Robson from Forensic Access to set up a group 
representing small providers to ensure that they have a voice and can be 
consulted on issues in the same way that the large suppliers do.  

Risk Workshop 
 
Mike Silverman in my team will be running risk workshops at different strategic and 
operational levels with key stakeholders to identify potential threats to the delivery of 
forensic science in the CJS and how to mitigate those threats.  We will report more 
on progress on this in the next newsletters.  
 

Lecture to the Expert Witness Institute  

I gave the Sir Michael Davies Memorial Lecture to the Annual General Meeting of the 
Expert Witness Institute at The Savile Club in Mayfair on 20 May 2008.  My lecture 
was titled “The Regulation of Quality Standards in Forensic Science: The Past, The 
Present and The Future”.  A copy of the lecture is available here: 
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/operational-
policing/Michael_Davies_Memorial_Lecture 
The event was a wonderful opportunity to discuss the issue of regulating expert 
witnesses with the Institute’s governors and members.   
 
Stakeholder Conference 
 
We are planning a stakeholder conference at the end of January 2009 and will 
provide further details in the next newsletters.  
 
The Forensic Science Regulation Unit 

Readers will find the FSRU’s page on the Home Office website at 
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/operational-policing/forensic-science-regulator/ 



 

 
The page includes back copies of the Forensic Science Regulator’s Newsletter and 
other useful information.  
 
 
Thanks 
 
Many thanks for the feedback received on earlier Newsletters. Please feel free to 
contact the editor with any comments or suggestions for content. His email is 
kenny.chigbo@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
Andy Rennison can be contacted on Andrew.Rennison4@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk 
  
 

 

Forensic Science Regulation Unit 
Home Office 

1st Floor Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street 

London SW1P 4DF 


