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Welcome to the tenth in our series of newsletters designed to keep stakeholders up 
to date with progress made by the Forensic Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 
 
The Forensic Science Regulator’s response to the Review of the science of 
Low Template DNA Analysis  

The Forensic Science Regulator, Andy Rennison, has responded to Professor 
Brian Caddy’s Review which was published on 11 April 2008.  The Review made 
21 recommendations which cover broadly the following areas: 

 Training 

 Quality Standards 

 Research 

In his response Andy Rennison welcomed the Review and explained how he 
proposes to take forward each of Professor Caddy’s recommendations.  The 
response is published at the Forensic Science Regulator’s page on the Home 
Office website: 

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/operational-policing/response-caddy-
dna-review 

A copy of Professor Caddy’s report can be found via this link: 

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/operational-
policing/Review_of_Low_Template_DNA_1.pdf 

 
Association of Forensic Science Providers (AFSP) 
 
The Forensic Science Providers Group (FSPG) is being replaced by the 
Association of Forensic Science Providers (AFSP).  The AFSP aims to represent 
the interests of forensic science providers in the maintenance and development 
of quality and best practice in forensic science in support of the Criminal Justice 
System. It is envisaged that the AFSP membership will reflect a wider section of 
the supplier community than its predecessor, including independent forensic 
science testing laboratories, accreditation applicants, organisations that provide a 
range of forensic science expertise, etc.  This fits in with one of Professor 
Caddy’s recommendations for a professional forensic providers’ organisation to 
help develop mutually agreed standards.  

Andy Rennison has commented “I am extremely pleased with this development 
and had the pleasure of meeting recently with the founding members of the 



AFSP. The AFSP will represent the larger suppliers of forensic services; I believe 
there is an equal need for at least one other group to represent the interests of 
the many small companies and individual forensic experts who provide a forensic 
service to the Criminal Justice System. I will be working to try and facilitate the 
start of such a group, it is important that everyone working in the field of forensic 
science has a voice and a means of ensuring that their interests are properly 
represented, especially as I start consulting on the development of quality 
standards”.     

37th National Conference of Scientific Support 

At the end of April Andy Rennison attended for the first time the two-day National 
Conference of Scientific Support at the Hilton Puckrup Hall in Tewkesbury.  The 
conference provided him with an invaluable opportunity to network with key 
stakeholders and gain further understanding from a wide range of speakers of some 
of the challenges facing the provision of forensic services to the Criminal Justice 
System.     
 

University of Teesside’s Digital Evidence Lab  

 

Andy Rennison officially opened the Digital Evidence Laboratory at the University 
of Teesside on 15 April 2008.  The lab provides facilities for the university’s 
programmes on digital evidence.  He is grateful to Brian Rankin (Head of the 
University’s Centre for Forensic Investigation, President of the Forensic Science 
Society and the Forensic Science Society representative on the Forensic Science 



Advisory Council) and his colleagues at Teesside for the opportunity to open the 
lab and witness first-hand the state-of-the-art equipment available.   

Find out more about the university’s Digital Evidence Lab here: 

http://www.tees.ac.uk/schools/sst/newsletter_story.cfm?story_id=2708&this_issue
_title=April%202008&this_issue=179 

The visit to Teesside and attendance at the recent conference were two of many 
such opportunities that Andy has made to visit and engage with stakeholders 
during his first months as the Forensic Science Regulator.    

Specialist Groups 

Letters have been sent to a range of people and organisations inviting them to 
nominate members of the first specialist groups to be set up. These groups will 
be the primary method of pulling together the right people to help develop quality 
standards and policy. The first specialist groups to be set up are those covering: 
quality standards, DNA profiling, digital forensics and the end-user requirement 
(details of the groups are available in the FSRU business plan on the FSRU 
website). We will report more on the progress of these groups in the next 
newsletters. 

Registration of Forensic Practitioners  

Meg Hillier, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for science, technology and 
research at the Home Office, has recently agreed that there should be a review of 
the national approach to the registration of forensic practitioners. The work will be 
funded through the National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) which has 
recently started work on the new ‘Forensic21’ strategy, one key strand of which 
relates to the development of forensic competence. She has also agreed that 
Andy Rennison should lead on a comprehensive review of forensic practitioner 
competency standards. The need to accelerate this piece of work this year arises 
from a need to take a longer view of the funding of this area, which is currently 
largely managed by the Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners.  

Peter Neyroud, Chief Executive of the NPIA stated: “As the sponsor for the CRFP 
I think that this is an opportunity to review the whole range of approaches now 
available for forensic practitioners to demonstrate their competence. For 
example, the emerging National Occupational Standards and the presence of the 
Forensic Science Regulator are changing the landscape around competency and 
standards for those working in forensic science. I am pleased that Andy Rennison 
is able to lead on a review.”  

Andy Rennison has commented: “I believe the time is right to re-evaluate how we 
can support all those who work in the field of forensic science with modern 
competency standards and methods of demonstrating their on-going expertise, I 
will be pulling together a specialist group made up of practitioners and other 
advisors to make recommendations on the best ways forward. The CRFP will be 
involved in this”.  



The Forensic Science Regulation Unit 

Mike Silverman has recently rejoined the FSRU after a career break. Mike will be 
coordinating the work of the specialist groups and driving forward the review of 
practitioner competency standards.   

Readers will find the FSRU’s page on the Home Office website at 
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/operational-policing/forensic-science-regulator/ 
 
The page includes back copies of the Forensic Science Regulator’s Newsletter and 
other useful information.  
 
Thanks 
 
Many thanks for the feedback received on earlier Newsletters. Please feel free to 
contact the editor with any comments or suggestions for content. His email is 
kenny.chigbo@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
Andy Rennison can be contacted on Andrew.rennison4@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk 
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