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Letter from the President 
 
Welcome to the Spring edition of the 
Newsletter which aims to keep members 
fully informed of the Committee’s business 
activities. 
   
Last year’s annual conference was held in Newcastle and 
delegates’ feedback was very enthusiastic.  I wish to thank 
all members and speakers who contributed to such a 
successful meeting, with individual thanks again to Mel 
Clarkson and Nathan Brown.  The penultimate speaker in 
Newcastle was Ms Dana Delger, Attorney Innocence 
Project, New York, USA who spoke to “Bite Mark 
Comparisons: The Human Cost of Unreliable Science”.  
The Association became aware that Ms Delger was 
meeting the Forensic Science Regulator (FSR) the 
following week and was commencing the investigation of a 
historic UK bite mark case.  In view of the significance of 
these events, BAFO immediately wrote to the FSR, 
explaining our invitation, as hosts, to Ms Delger to address 
our annual conference in a spirit of professional 
engagement.  We intended to demonstrate to the FSR that 
BAFO was aware of the human cost of the miscarriages of 
justice based on flawed bite mark analysis and was 
proactively promoting a willingness to learn from historic 
erroneous practice in the USA.   
We continue to consider how to develop our collaborative 
relationship with the FSR in the knowledge that BAFO 
needs to be cognisant and reflective of the current 
challenges facing forensic odontology in the UK.  The 



 
 
 
 

future provision of bite mark analysis internationally is 
uncertain and Forensic Regulators are monitoring the 
subject closely.  
         
This year’s conference venue is Cardiff on the earlier 
dates of 26th and 27th October in order to avoid the autumn 
international rugby fixtures.  I hope the venue and 
programme will encourage as many members as possible 
to attend and benefit educationally and socially.  Rupert 
Parsons, Rhys Morgan and Nathan Brown are responsible 
for organising the conference with the aim of creating a 
first-class experience for all delegates.  The programme, 
venue details and booking form will be available on the 
website in due course. 
 
Brian Chittick has single-handedly organised the spring 
conference in Lerwick, Shetland Isles on 26th May.  The 
one-day programme promises to be interesting and varied 
with the opportunity of a conducted tour of the main island 
the following day.  Members wishing to attend should 
register with Brian and thereafter, make their own travel 
and accommodation arrangements.   
 
Nathan Brown continues to be responsible for the 
administration of the mentoring programme for the 
recognition of members in identification cases with the aim 
of establishing and maintaining standardisation and 
consistency between the various mentor/mentee groups in 
the UK.   
   



 
 
 
 

Phil Marsden successfully lead the odontology team in the 
UKDVI response to the Grenfell Tower tragedy in London.  
The legal constraints surrounding this event will preclude 
and delay any presentation to members for some time to 
come. 
BAFO continues to consider and administer all aspects of 
the ethical governance of forensic odontology in the UK.  
This involves drawing on the collective experience of 
members whose primary motivation is to maintain and 
develop the reputation of forensic odontology as a safe 
and reliable discipline in the UK.  Our current status is 
based on the experience of instructing authorities during 
the previous fifty years.  Reputation and trust are hard won 
attributes which paradoxically can be lost rapidly.  Our 
duty is to ensure stewardship of our attributes for transfer 
to succeeding generations.   
 
I continue to be indebted to all Committee members for 
their time, motivation and goodwill towards BAFO.   
 
Douglas R Sheasby 
President 
British Association for Forensic Odontology 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for Newsletter Articles 
 
Articles, Case Studies and “Forensic pearls of 
wisdom” are always welcome. 
Please note that articles should be submitted in 

Word Format and emailed to me at 
rolandkouble@hotmail.co.uk 

Dr Roland Kouble 
BAFO Newsletter Editor 

 



 
 
 
 

BAFO Conference Newcastle 2017 
 
BAFO’s 2017 Autumn 
conference was held in the 
city of Newcastle at the 
Crowne Plaza hotel.  The 
Friday afternoon began with 
an introductory talk from  Dr 
Douglas Sheasby the BAFO 
president  The afternoon 
session started with an 
excellent presentation from 
Dr Phil Ower who in his past role as a RAF dentist was 
involved with the identification of 4 aircrew service men 
and 25 senior  members of the Northern Ireland 
intelligence community who lost their lives in 1994 when a 
chinook helicopter crashed in the Mull of Kintyre. 

Phil 
discussed 
the process 
of body 
recover and 
identification 
through 
dental 
records at 
the 
emergency 

mortuary facility they set up at a local RAF Hanger. 
Dr Scheila Manica from the University of Dundee then 
presented the research from her Msc students. The 



 
 
 
 

students work was presented on a series of posters 
(abstracts were published in the Autumn BAFO Newsletter 
2017).  
The next talk given by Dr Roland Kouble looked at 
“Paranormal Bite Marks” and discussed cases of 
supposed poltergeist activity where bite mark injuries 
appear to be frequently reported. He discussed a historic 
case which involved the well known 1920’s 
parapsychologist and paranormal investigator Harry Price. 
The case involved the so called possession of a young 
Romanian girl called Eleanor Zhugun who was supposedly 
possessed by the Devil. Of note in the case were a series 
of photographs of stigmata which included bite mark 
injuries to the back of the hands. Roland analysed the 
injuries and determined that the orientation was consistent 
with self-inflicted bite marks. 
(Original images from Poltegeists that bite by Harry Price 
http://www.harrypricewebsite.co.uk/Famous%20Cases/zu
gunbyharryprice2.htm injuries labelled byRFK) 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 This conclusion was further supported by eye witness 
accounts which also suggested the injuries were self-
inflicted. 
Dr Ron Foden then rounded the first day off discussing 
three cases of identification of individuals who had been 
missing for years. The first case was a car recovered from 
Chichester harbour. The car contained a body of a woman 
who had been missing for 5 years. The individual was 
identified through dental records from teeth in the lower 
jaw which were consistent with missing woman. 
His second case was a suspected female body found in 
an area of woodland where the skull had one tooth left. 
The individual was in fact a male and identification was 
done using a key serial number. The final case was a 
body found on a building site where the individual had had 
previous maxillafacial surgery to treat a Le Fort II facial 
fracture with titanium plating. The individual was 
eventually identified by DNA. 
 
Day two started with a presentation from Dr Iain Macleod, 
Consultant in Dental & Maxillofacial Radiology at 
Newcastle Dental School who recounted various forensic 
cases he had been involved with over the years. Iain also 
talked of his involvement with the reconstruction of Robert 
the Bruce’s with Richard Neave. The reconstruction 
showed Robert the Bruce suffering the ravages of leprosy. 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Following Iain’s fascinating lecture we then went on to 
hear from Dr Nigel Cooper, Home Office Pathologist for 
the north east of England. Nigel presented a number of his 
cases over the years giving a clear description of various 
injuries in cases of suspicious death and their forensic 
implications. 
The afternoon continued with Professor Graham Roberts 
and Dr Victoria Lucas showing us their simple average 
method of age estimation using threshold assignment 
methodology (TAM) and dental age quick sheets (DAQS) 
in an effort to try and simplify presentation of the evidence 
in age estimation cases. They also gave an update 



 
 
 
 

regarding the current status of the field given the recent 
opinions published by the British Dental Journal. 
Dr James Gooldrich and Dr Corinne D’Anjou then followed 
with a presentation on the identification and repatriation of 
the remains of service men who had died in the Battle of 
Tarawa in 1943 as part of the work they did for History 
Flight. History Flight is a non-profit charity whose aim is to 
find, recover and repatriate missing service men. 
The Battle of Tarawa was a battle in the Pacific Theatre of 
World War II, where nearly 6,400 Japanese, Koreans, and 
Americans died in the fighting, mostly on and around the 
small island of Betio. The US lost around 1100 marines in 

the fighting. 
 James and Corinne 
discussed several 
cases where they had 
researched army 
records and were able 
to identify several 
individuals using dental 

records and anthropology. 
   
The conference concluded 
with a lecture from Dana 
Delger, staff attorney at the 
Innocence Project Inc, who 
gave a lecture on the 
situation regarding some of 
the erroneous convictions 
based on flawed bite mark 
evidence used in certain 



 
 
 
 

cases in the USA. Dana then went on to introduce Keith 
Harward. Keith Harward was wrongly convicted of rape 
and murder and spent 33 years in prison.  He was finally 
exonerated after DNA was matched to another individual 
and not Keith’s. His testimony was powerful and heartfelt 
given the length of time he has spent incarcerated for a 
crime he hadn’t committed. 
 
Roland Kouble 
 
 
 

    
 

  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

DR DAVID LEWIN – FORENSIC INNOVATIONS 
 

At a recent meeting of the Association Committee, a 
unanimous decision was taken to award David the honour 
of a ‘Life Membership’ of the British Association for 
Forensic Odontology, an honour rarely bestowed. 
The award is in recognition of the tremendous 
contributions he has made in respect of ‘Bite Mark’, 

‘Weapon Mark’ 
identifications and 
their subsequent 
presentation as 
evidence within the 
judicial framework. 
 
This he achieved 
over a time frame of 
many years. 
 

David was educated at Blackrock College, Dublin, before 
his parents immigrated to Australia – then came back.  
There he went to school, qualifying in dentistry at Sydney 
University in 1956.  He was in practice in Sydney and 
London 1956 – 1992, taking his Dip.F Od at the Royal 
London Hospital 1987/88; his project was commended by 
the examiners.  This necessitated taking 500 photographs 
from every conceivable combination of angles. 
 
David Lewin’s pioneering work produced a method for 
accurate photography on curved surfaces, now used 
worldwide.  It changed bitemark evidence from an art to 



 
 
 
 

science.  He set about replacing subjective hand-drawn 
overlays with objective digital imaging.   
He progressed to weapon mark matching when his 
evidence was itself on trial.  At a voir dire at Lincoln Crown 
Court, he brought a new expertise to Forensic Odontology.  
After many cases matching injury marks to the causative 
weapon he used to be asked by the police, “what do you 
think caused this injury?” 
David also ran the lifeboat at West Mersea for 9 years 
1993 – 2002; his wife was press officer.  A local reporter 
wrote, ‘David Lewin deals in life and death.  In a 
contrasting double life he works with people who safe life 
and those who take life away’. 
 
As well as bitemarks, David Lewin was regularly being 
asked – can you match this weapon to this injury?  These 
included sovereign rings, hammers, a car jack, a flexible 
cosh, a mobile telephone, a steel crutch, cigarette lighters, 
wheels on a toy tractor, shoes, a string vest, chains, a 
necklace, vehicle tyres, a bare-foot stamp. 
In another weapon mark match, The Axe Case, David was 
presented with an axe head and blood stains on a 
cushion. 
David and myself worked together to produce the perfect 
jury friendly transparent overlay, in effect a slide.  The 
difficulty was to vary the exposure so that the image was 
black enough so it was clear and no details was lost, 
particularly of the outline, but not so black that the viewer 
couldn’t see through it to the axe-shaped bloodstain on 
the colour photograph underneath.  It took us 11 hours. 



 
 
 
 

Computer generated overlays were central to the trial 
Regina versus Plummer in December 1998, dubbed the 
Nike Killer Case.  It hinged on damaged flaws in the sole 
of a trainer shoe matched to imprints of flaws on the 
victim’s face, which bore the patterns of multiple stamping.  
This new mode of presenting evidence was written up in 
the national press as ‘ground-breaking forensic work’ and 
commended by the judge. 
He hosted five weekend workshops at his home to pass 
on the ground gained to other forensic odontologists in the 
use of the software for weapon-mark matching. 
 
David possess three attributes to aid an expert witness:  
scientific prowess, lateral thinking, an ability to think 
outside the box, and he could think on his feet in the 
witness box, a challenge he enjoyed. 
 
Now having to curtail his dedicated involvement in 
Forensic Odontology due to increasing ill health, David 
has been involved in excess of 200 cases, 60 of these 
murders. 
 
Roger Summers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Migration and Identification – the BAHID Spring 
Conference 2017 
 
The British Association for Human Identification held its 
Spring  Conference at the Chancellors Hotel in 
Manchester. The topic of “Migration and Identification” is 
currently particularly important. Attendees heard some 
outstanding speakers describing their experiences and 
sharing their knowledge,  We listened to those directly 
involved with people who have left home on perilous 
journeys in fear of their of lives or who have set out in 
search of a better life. Providing fairness and dignity to 
often distressed and dispossessed people and their 
relatives as well as to those who have lost their lives 
during migration was the theme that ran throughout the 
conference. 
 
Dr John Clark described his work as Chief Pathologist for 
ICTY in Bosnia and Croatia in the late 1990’s/early 2000’s 
investigating a mass grave of victims of enforced local 
migration. He showed how the pathological evidence 
contributed to understanding the history of the atrocities 
and assisted in conviction of the perpetrators.  
 
Robert Grey(??or Rob Arnold?), Refugee Support 
Operations Manager for the British Red Cross in the North 
of England, described the plight of the 19.5 million 
refugees in the world today, their number being the 
highest since World War II, with nearly 60 million people 
being displaced in their own countries.  The Red Cross 
provides humanitarian assistance along the commonly 



 
 
 
 

taken refugee routes and in countries where asylum is 
sought. It is currently estimated that there are around 
117,000 refugees currently living in the UK and some of 
the many difficulties they face together with those 
undergoing the asylum process were described. 
 
Next, Dr Julie Roberts and Dr Vicy Bowyer discussed the 
2015 Shoreham air crash from the point of view of the 
DNA evidence. Eleven people were killed in the disaster 
but the remains of the victims were highly disrupted, 
comingled and dispersed leading to 436 samples being 
submitted for DNA analysis. Post-incident analysis was 
carried out to reveal the success rates of the DNA analysis 
when correlated with sample choice, condition of sample, 
time elapsed between recovery and analysis. As the study 
seemed to show that freezing helps preserve DNA, it was 
suggested that after the odontologists had examined 
teeth, they could be frozen allowing less durable samples 
to be prioritised in the earlier stages.  
 
The legal perspective of the terrorist threat was the subject 
chosen by Dr Simon Hale-Ross from Leeds Law School. 
He discussed the controversial aspects of policies which 
affect migrants and refugees such as those imposed by 
US President Trump and also the 2016 Immigration Act. 
Dr Hale-Ross discussed the origins and effects of those 
involved with Islamic State, attitudes to the terrorist threat 
and concluded that the identification of potential terrorists 
is near impossible.   
 



 
 
 
 

Jan Bikker then spoke about the identification of deceased 
migrants in the Mediterranean from first hand experience 
working for of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. With an estimated 40,000 migrants having died in 
the Mediterranean since the crisis of recent years, it was 
thought that 1,300 deaths had occurred just in the the first 
quarter of 2017 with many bodies not even having been 
recovered. With reports of fake lifejackets from Turkey and 
wooden boats with 600 people found dead inside, the 
realities and proportions of this tragedy are difficult to 
comprehend. 
 
Next there was a presentation by Mayonne van Wijk from 
the Netherlands Forensic Institute about the pros and cons 
of using different imaging techniques to visualize the 
medial end of the clavicles as part of the age assessment 
process for young people seeking asylum. Recent 
research concerning fully-automated MRI-based age 
estimation of adolescents using machine learning in 
conjunction with a hand-wrist radiograph was also 
introduced to us. 
 
Maria Maclennan gave an informative and beautifully 
illustrated lecture on tracing jewellery for the purpose of 
assisting human identification. Maria has made this 
subject her own and her enthusiasm for jewellery and its 
fascinating characteristics linked as they are with culture, 
religion, makers, place and personal idiosyncrasies has 
proven the importance of the field of Forensic Jewellery. 
 



 
 
 
 

Mass graves are complex crime scenes and their 
investigation frequently occurs long after the event and in 
challenging circumstances. Irene O’Sullivan explained 
how these challenges may be overcome by 
multidisciplinary teams working together with forensic 
archaeologists to uncover the truth behind these 
clandestine sites and illustrated the far-reaching effects on 
the local population as well as how their assistance may 
support the investigations. 
 
Linda Ainscough, Forensic Anthropologist and 
Archaeologist, spoke about the endeavours made when 
dealing with unidentified remains especially when there is 
potential for the individual to be a foreign national. There 
are currently over 1000 unidentified bodies or body parts 
registered with the UK Missing Person Bureau and there 
has been a significant yearly rise in reported cases of 
unidentified remains. Although many cases are 
unresolved, a holistic approach has led to positive 
identification and reconciliation with loved ones and 
families abroad.  
 
Four students gave oral presentations of their recent work 
on the topics of “Does increasing realism in composite 
sketches improve recognition?, “Age estimation in the 
living using MRI – a review of the current methods 
identifying the 18-years old threshold”, “Volunteer search 
and recovery effort for missing aircraft in Lake Michigan: 
planning and logistics” and “Accuracy study of nose width 
estimation methods in a German adult population”. 
 



 
 
 
 

Ten posters were available to look at during the 
conference and prizes were duly awarded for winners in 
both oral and poster presentation categories. 
 
With such expert speakers the BAHID conference could 
not fail to disappoint. Comfortable surroundings, a friendly 
atmosphere and excellent catering ensured that this was 
altogether an outstanding conference. 
 
 Sally Andrews   
 
 

From The Archives 
An Historical Perspective on a Bite Mark Case 

The Dance Hall Murder 1948 
In several periodicals of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century there are reports of dental evidence 
being put before a Court in a murder trial; however very 
little detail is documented as to the particular 
circumstances or the way in which such evidence was 
presented in Court in these early cases. A paper by 
J.Furness, published in the BDJ in 1968 outlined some 
methodologies that were in use in the first few decades of 
the last century. (i) 
In England, bite mark evidence was reported as featuring 
in a murder trial as long ago as 1850. (ii)  but the first well 
documented case of bite mark evidence presented in 
Court resulting in a conviction for murder occurred in 
1948. An account of this case is given by Professor Keith 
Simpson in his 1978 autobiography, “Forty Years of 
Murder” (iii). The biographical information about the 



 
 
 
 

author on the dust jacket claims that he, “ pioneered 
forensic dentistry, and for the first time identified a 
suspected murderer by teeth marks left on the victim’s 
body”.  

In 1937, at the age of thirty, Keith 
Simpson had become a full time 
forensic pathologist based at Guy’s 
Hospital in London. The practice of 
Forensic Pathology in 1937 was still 
largely in the hands of individual 
police surgeons and those general 
practitioners with an interest in 
pathology. At that time it was only in 
particularly unusual cases that the 
services of a recognized forensic 
pathologist would be called upon. 
Keith Simpson rapidly demonstrated 
to H.M.Coroners and the police the 
value of the forensically trained 
pathologist when dealing not only with 
criminal cases but also with routine 
Coroners’ autopsies involving sudden 
or unnatural deaths. By 1946 he had 
been appointed as the first reader in 
forensic medicine in London 
University, at Guy’s Hospital, where 
he began to build the first department 
of forensic medicine in the University. From the start of his 
career he had been a prolific writer and by 1947 his 
undergraduate textbook Forensic Medicine, (London. 



 
 
 
 

Arnold & Co.) had 
become the best seller in 
the field. (Last updated in 
2011. Now in its 13th 
edition). 

In his account of what the 
press at the time termed, 
“The Dance Hall Murder”  
Simpson relates how he 
was summoned to 
Tunbridge Wells in Kent, early on New Year’s Day in 
1948, in order to carry out a post-mortem examination of 
the body of a murder victim.  The narrative progression of 
this case is set out in some of the newspaper cuttings and 
original documents copied from the file held at the 
National Archives in Kew.     
This case had considerable significance for law 
enforcement and the Criminal Justice system in England 
as it highlighted the potential for expertise in forensic 
odontology to provide evidence in a criminal trial. But as 
Simpson claims in his account, “Dentists, both in the 
academic world and in practice, were slow to become 
interested in forensic odontology in spite of other cases”. 
In this instance, Simpson describes how he was, 
“muscled” by a Detective Superintendent into taking a wax 
impression of the teeth of the suspected murderer, (Robert 
Gorringe, husband of the deceased) stating  that it was,  
“an undertaking that I was not really happy about” as no 
dentist prepared to undertake this could be found 
available. Consequently the dental evidence was 



 
 
 
 

interpreted and presented in court by Simpson and he 
used a lifelike wax replica of the excised bitten tissue and 
tracings from the casts of the accused’s dentition to 
demonstrate his findings to the court. From the documents 
available it appears that the defence reviewed the 
prosecution evidence by obtaining their own casts of the 
accused’s dentition before the Magistrates committal 
hearing in Tunbridge Wells. At the subsequent trial at 
Maidstone Assize Court, it appears from police 
prosecution records in the Archives, that the dental 
evidence was not challenged. However, in his account, 
Simpson remarks that the, “evidence survived cross 
examination”. There is no record of the courtroom 
exchanges between Simpson and defence counsel in 
relation to the dental evidence in the Archives. Certainly it 
would be most interesting to know the areas and extent to 
which the reliability of Simpson’s evidence was critically 
probed by the defence. The reported comments of Mr 
Justice Oliver in his summing up certainly indicated that he 

felt that the dental evidence 
before the Court should hold 
sway in the deliberations of the 
jury. A guilty verdict was 
reached on 24th February 1948 
and Gorringe was given the 
mandatory sentence of judicial 
hanging, to be carried out soon 
after, “... three Sundays had 
elapsed” as laid down by the 
law.  
It does not appear that notice of 



 
 
 
 

an official appeal against the sentence was lodged but 
other documents in the Archives show that 
representations to the Home Secretary via the Under 
Secretary of State, Sir Frank Newsome, were made on 
behalf of the condemned man by his defence counsel Mr 
Cecil Havers K.C. A record of a meeting at the Home 
Office reveals that arguments for provocation were put 
forward in mitigation. These amounted to allegations of 
bad character on the part of the victim and her failure to 
comply with Gorringe’s demands. The latter argument, in 
the context of domestic abuse, could today constitute the 
criminal offence of coercive control on the part of the 
husband.  
A recommendation for a reprieve from capital punishment 
by Home Secretary James Chuter Ede was made, 
resulting in a commutation of the death sentence to life 
imprisonment with penal servitude. This was the eighth 
successive such reprieve granted in1948. This trend 
should be seen in relation to the humanitarian reforms to 
the Criminal Justice System that had been proposed by 
the post war Labour Government. The Criminal Justice Bill 
was in the process of going through the House of 
Commons at the time of sentencing and one proposed 
amendment was to suspend capital punishment for a 
period of five years. The Commons vote on this 
amendment (in the event carried by a majority of 23) was 
imminent. When finally enacted, The Criminal Justice Act 
1948 also brought about the abolition of the punitive 
sentence of penal servitude for life.  
Simpson continued to, “ pioneer forensic dentistry”  giving 
a lecture to the AGM of the British Dental Association in 



 
 
 
 

July 1951 and presenting eleven cases in which he had  
involvement where dental evidence had featured (iv)  
However, forensic dentistry continued to be consigned as 
a minor province of interested Forensic Pathologists. 
Almost a decade later (and incidentally, several years after 
Gorringe had been released having served his sentence) 
this continuing situation was lamented by a dental 
academic in the department of Dental Anatomy at the 
London Hospital.  R.W.  Fearnhead, in a 1960 paper 
entitled, “Facilities for Forensic Odontology” wrote,  
 “…at present in the British Isles there are no facilities for 
forensic odontology. Furthermore there is no-one who can 
claim to be a Forensic Odontologist.”  
The central theme of Fearnhead’s   paper was a plea for a 
more organised development of and research into the 
subject, particularly in relation to bite mark evidence. Just 
before his conclusion he went on to deliver a most 
prescient warning,  
 “ … the need for a more critical awareness by the legal 
profession and those concerned in forensic science of the 
danger of accepting too readily evidence which at first 
sight appears to be based on an exact science.”(v) 
Plus ça change ! 
I am grateful for the assistance of Bill Edwards, Curator of 
The Gordon Museum of Pathology at Guy’s Hospital for 
access to and permission to photograph the specimens 
held in the collection.  

 
Ron Foden 
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Anatomical specimen 
 Preparation of preserved actual bite 
mark in this case as labelled  and 
displayed in the Gordon Museum at 
Guy’s Hospital together with the 
casts made of Gorringe’s dentition. 
(A wax replica of the anatomical 
specimen was prepared for use in 
court – also on display in the 
museum).     
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    BAFO Scale of Fees 2016              
As agreed with SOCA 

 
Police Post-Mortem & Bite Mark Cases- 

Hourly Rate: £110 per hour professional time 
(Professional time includes time at a police station or mortuary and 
time spent on analysis and report writing) 
Travelling time: £70 per hour 
Travelling expenses (road): 70p per mile 

Coroner’s cases 
Where identification is requested directly from the Coroner, fees are 
negotiable directly with HM Coroner or his/her officer. It would be 
reasonable to use the fee scale relating to a police identification 
(above) although there are set fees for a standard and a special post 
mortem and report.  
Special note: 
Since 02.12.13. The Legal Aid Agency (LAA) has REDUCED the fees 
payable to expert witnesses in both Criminal and Civil cases. The permitted 
maximum fee for a “dentist” has gone down from £117 to £93.60/Hr (and 
£72 in London!!) 
The background and full wording can be found at the following links: 

http://www.sew.org.uk/ed/001_MoJCP1809/index.cfm 
and 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/legal-aid/funding-code/remuneration-

of-expert-witnesses-guidance.PDF  

Accessed 26.01.14. 

BAFO are currently in correspondence with the LAA in an attempt to 
differentiate the work done by Forensic Odontologists from that done by 
“dentists” within the Criminal Justice System. It may not be prudent at 
this time to set precedent by accepting work from solicitors at this 
reduced rate.      £110/Hr is BAFO’s recommended rate 
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