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Letter from the President  
 
Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Newsletter 
which provides members with an insight into BAFO’s 
recent activities.   
 
The Association continues to meet the Forensic 
Science Regulator to maintain Forensic Odontology as a respected 
and ethical forensic discipline.  Our working relationship is providing 
us with opportunities to enhance our reputation with the Criminal 
Justice System.  Our policy of proactive engagement with the 
Regulator has produced valuable positive advice which we accept and 
will develop for the future.  The importance of our collaborative 
professional relationship cannot be over-stated against the 
background of the continuing controversy, nationally and 
internationally, regarding bite mark analysis.  Furthermore, an 
experienced British forensic odontologist is formally questioning the 
admissibility of bite mark evidence in criminal cases in UK courts.  
BAFO has a primary responsibility to influence the safe and reliable 
provision of expertise in bite mark analysis in the UK and 
internationally.  The need for our individual and collective reflection 
has never been more important and this promises to remain a 
permanent professional requirement, possibly enshrined in 
Regulation. 
 
Earlier this year, John Rosie intimated that he was unable, for health 
reasons, to continue as Secretary.  We wish John a rapid, complete 
recovery and to renewing our professional and personal contact with 
him.  John’s Secretarial contribution to BAFO has been immense; his 
conscientiousness in providing the Committee with detailed Minutes 
and Action Lists has enabled the Association to develop and progress 
its administrative functionality.  In the first instance, Simon Sampson 
agreed to assume the role of Interim Secretary; subsequently, Roger 
Summers kindly accepted the position of Acting Secretary.    
 
Camilla George organised secure email addresses with CJSM for 
members listed on the Website.  The majority of relevant members 
availed themselves of this important facility which Camilla administers 
on our behalf.   
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You will all be aware that BAFO became compliant with the GDPR on 
25 May 2018.  This was achieved by the considerable time and 
thought given by certain Committee members; Rupert Parsons 
distilled the volumes of advisory documentation into a succinct Privacy 
Policy; Brian Chittick facilitated the electronic transmissions for 
members and Camilla George contributed worthwhile comments 
during our preparatory exchanges. 
 
The spring conference weekend in Lerwick, Shetland Isles on 26 and 
27 May was well attended and initial feedback was very positive.  The 
one-day programme provided delegates with an interesting and varied 
educational experience.  This was followed by a relaxed, sociable 
dinner in the most scenically attractive setting you could imagine.  We 
are indebted to Brian Chittick who single-handedly organised the 
conference and the memorable conducted tour of the main island the 
following day.   
 
The arrangements for this year’s annual conference in Cardiff on 26 
and 27 October are well advanced.  The aim of the conference is to 
provide members with a comprehensive and varied academic 
programme.  Each year we benefit from the time and effort given by 
certain Committee members to facilitate a professional conference 
worthy of a national Association.  Specifically, Nathan Brown, Rupert 
Parsons and Rhys Morgan are responsible for organising the 
conference venue, while Mel Clarkson coordinates the speakers’ 
arrangements and creates the programme.  The venue details, 
booking form and programme will be available on the Website. 
 
Nathan Brown administers the mentoring programme for the 
recognition of members in identification cases. 
 
John Robson, Phil Marsden and Nathan Brown continue to represent 
forensic odontology with UKDVI.   
   
The effective performance of BAFO depends on the principal Office 
Bearers who contribute their experience, time and goodwill.  The 
professional and charitable nature of the Association distinguishes it 
when engaging with the Forensic Science Regulator, Criminal Justice 
System and international Associations.  It is the enactment of ethical 
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stewardship that is of paramount importance for the future status of 
our Association. 
 
I am very grateful to all Committee members who act in the best 
interests of forensic odontology and BAFO.     
 
Douglas R Sheasby 
 
President 
British Association for Forensic Odontology      
 
 
BAFO Spring Conference- Lerwick, Shetland Saturday 26 May 
2018 
 
In advance of the conference, it was billed as the furthest north that 
BAFO had ever been! It will however be remembered as the sunniest 
weekend that Shetland has ever had! There was hype in the local 
press about this international gathering of Forensic Odontologists and 
scientists which was reinforced by the presence of BAFO member 
Helen Vaughan, who had come all the way from Christmas Island for 
the conference!  The weekend began on Friday night with some of the 
attendees gathering in a local hostelry to reignite old acquaintances, 
followed by a meal in one of Lerwick’s restaurants.  
On Saturday, the conference was held in the Shetland Museum and 
Archives in Lerwick.  Registration and coffee was in the foyer of the 
museum and the conference commenced after in the impressive 
auditorium.  It was a varied programme of speakers and topics, which 
often characterises the spring conference. First speaker on the floor 
was Brian Chittick who gave a presentation on “Quality Improvement 
in Forensic Odontology”.  The theme running through his talk was the 
fact that quality improvement has become such an everyday factor in 
the provision of healthcare, with many frameworks being used to 
support the quality improvement agenda. The question was asked if 
one of these frameworks be used as a quality improvement framework 
for forensic odontological work?  Examples were given of how the 
framework could be used with respect to Forensic Odontology.  The 
talk aimed to be conceptual and thought provoking in nature, and was 
a natural precursor to the next presentation entitled “ Current 
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Challenges in Forensic Odontology” given by BAFO President, 
Douglas Sheasby.  There was a wide spectrum of topics and issues 
that Douglas touched on in his presentation.  These included 
engagement with the Forensic Regulator, bitemark analysis in the UK 
and associated critical forensic comment, International perspective on 
bite mark analysis as well as research, training and mentoring.  
Douglas also discussed the difficulties in formulating a future strategy 
to address the challenges in Forensic odontology due to the limited 
resources and lack of direct funding for the speciality. The final 
presentation before lunch was the cryptically entitled “Waldorf and 
Statler SHARE their Ethiopian Experience” and was presented by the 
“double-act” of Jim Hardy and Roger Summers.  The talk was 
dedicated to the memory of Jane Reece (14/9/54-21/05/17) who was 
a close friend and colleague of both Jim and Roger, and a dedicated 
BAFO member. Jane had once described Jim and Roger as the 
Muppet characters Waldrof and Statler!  Their presentation was about 
the work they had done in conjunction with SHARE (Sheffield Health 
Action Resource for Ethiopia).  They had planned and delivered Mass 
Disaster Training Courses in Mek’ele and Addis Ababa targeting 
doctors, pathologists, dentists, lawyers and the local police force.  
Difficulties that were encountered in planning the course in the UK, 
and delivering the course on two sites in Ethiopia were discussed.  
The courses culminated in a mass disaster exercise involving the 
reconciliation of AM and PM data.  Jim and Roger also had the 
opportunity to be part of a team who were involved in the exhumation 
of a gun- shot victim to provide more evidence on cause of death and 
they presented this interesting case. 
Following a buffet lunch in the Museum Foyer and a quick walk 
around the museum for some delegates, the afternoon session 
commenced with a delegate photograph outside in the pleasant 
Lerwick sunshine (and no wind!).   
The first of the afternoon presentations entitled “Death and Burial in 
Shetland’s Past” was given by Dr Val Turner, who is the Regional 
Archaeologist for Shetland.  The presentation started by highlighting 
how the use of geophysics in archaeological research and 
investigations in Shetland is limited due to the diverse geological 
conditions, but also concluded that the wide range of physical 
environments had impacted in the burial sites and Cists around 
Shetland.  Val then took the audience on a geographical tour of 
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Shetland highlighting the various burial sites and that had arisen over 
the Neolithic and Bronze ages.  There was also an explanation of the 
various “brochs” which had developed during the Iron Age and are 
found around Shetland which had burial sites.  Val then went to 
describe the burial sites that were established from the 7th-13th 
Centenary, as well as some of interesting finds associated with these 
Cists including a body which had met a violent death which may 
represent the only Viking ever found in Shetland. 
This fascinating presentation was followed by another intriguing talk 
entitled “Cold case commingled remains: a forensic examination of the 
individuals in the Sumburgh Cist, Shetland” by Dr Julia Beaumont.  
The presentation focused on the discovery and osteological analysis 
of disarticulated remains of at least 11 adults and 9 juveniles/infants in 
1977 when the airport at Sumburgh was being developed in the 
vicinity of the Jarlshof site. The osteological evidence comprised of 
2524 fragments of which 920 were large enough to be analysed. 
Pathological evidence suggested that there was an incidence of 
enamel hypoplasia, periodontal disease, osteoarthritis and non-
specific infections.  Biological analysis also suggested that the 
individuals had been early Neolithic farmers who due to environmental 
changes, had had to migrate from a dependence on terrestrial 
economy to a dependence on a marine diet, especially in the juvenile 
population.  The educational content of the conference concluded with 
a presentation from French BAFO member Gwénola Drogou entitled 
“What’s up on the other side of the channel?!”  This presentation 
started with a review of age assessment of the living, and how this is 
being undertaken in France.  There is no standardised method or 
protocol in France for age assessment in living individuals, which may 
comprise of a medical examination or radiographic examination of the 
clavicle, carpel bone or the teeth. There was discussion about the 
ethical and consent issues encountered in France regarding age 
assessment in the living.  Gwenola then went on to discuss some of 
the lessons that have been learnt in France DVI teams recently 
regarding the gathering of AM data.  This included the use of social 
media and the internet to aid this process. Gwénola talked about an 
“Alerte Identification”, which is an e mail that goes out to let dentists 
know that DVI teams are looking for AM data.  The limited 
preservation of digital information on USB sticks/discs was also 
discussed with a conclusion that in France, there is a preference for 
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the use of virtual clouds to store digital AM information.  The use of 
social networks to ascertain who was missing after a multiple fatality 
incident was also discussed and how this helps with the development 
of a missing persons list and the gathering of AM data. The talk 
concluded with a case presentation of the Nice Terrorist Attack on 14 
July 2016 which resulted in the deaths of 86 people when a 19 ton 
truck was driven into a crowd of people celebrating Bastille Day on the 
Promenade des Anglais in Nice. 
The conference was drawn to a close with concluding words from 
Douglas Sheasby who felt that the conference (the furthest north 
BAFO has ever been!) had been a successful event.  The museum 
had been a great venue and the wide range of topics discussed had 
kept the 20 delegates fully engaged. 
The conference dinner was held on Saturday night in the Scalloway 
Marine College in Da Haaf Restaurant, where everything good about 
Shetland’s culinary delights was on the menu.  It provided an 
opportunity for delegates to unwind and socialise in an informal 
setting.   
On the Sunday the good weather continued, which made the planned 
tour of Shetland an exciting prospect.  Our tour guides Morag and 
Michelle took us around the South end of mainland Shetland, which 
not only allowed us to do a couple of drop offs at the airport, but also 
allowed BAFO members an opportunity to see the beauty Shetland 
has to offer; St Ninian’s Isle, the Old Crofthouse and Sumburgh Head 
Lighthouse to mention a few of the highlights.  A rare treat was also 
had by all at Rerwick Beach where a pod of seals were basking in the 
sun and showing off to those of us looking down from above! 
The furthest north BAFO has ever been..........rumour has it that in two 
years time BAFO’s Spring Conference may be going southwards to 
Guernsey!  
 
Brian Chittick 
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Conference delegates outside Shetland Museum and Archives.  
Photo: Jim Hardy 

 
Delegates at St 
Ninian’s Isle. 
Photo Paul 
Frank. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Helen Vaughan had made the journey from 
Christmas Island to attend the Spring 
Conference. Photo: Jim Hardy 
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Abstract for Oral Presentation BAFO 2018 
 
Comparison of 2D digital photographs with 3D dental models - A 
pilot study. 
Reesu, Gowri Vijay BDS, MSc. For Odont. PhD Researcher, 
University of Dundee, Mȃnica, Scheila DDS, MSc For Odont, PhD, 
Mossey, Peter PhD. 
Background: In dental identification, like the traditional comparison 
method of ante-mortem (AM) dental data to post-mortem (PM) dental 
findings, smile photographs have also been used in human 
identification in the past by a method where an AM photograph of 
victim’s anterior teeth seen in a smile was critically compared with the 
anterior dentition of the deceased PM photograph in an effort to 
facilitate the identification process. Advances in 3D surface laser-
imaging technologies have spawned new applications in dentistry. 
Using a laser scanner, dental plaster models can be converted into 3D 
images that may be viewed in any preferred orientation and subjected 
to quantitative analysis.  
Aim: To investigate odontological methods of identification by 
comparing 2D digital photographs with 3D dental models. 
Materials and Methods: Photographic patient data of 30 smile 
photographs and dental casts consented for research from 
Orthodontics Department, Dundee Dental Hospital, Dundee, Scotland 
were used. The dental casts were laser scanned to create indirect 3-
dimensional digital images of dental models. The smile photographs 
showing upper and lower front (canine to canine) teeth (considered as 
‘‘AM’’ images) were compared with the 3D dental models (considered 
as post mortem “PM” digital images) using 3D Rhinoceros software. 
2D – 3D superimposition along with incisal contours of anterior teeth 
have also been analysed.  
Results: The study hypothesizes that a valid imaging technique will 
aid human dental identification by comparing photographs with dental 
models. The justification is based on shape, dimensions and 
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alignment of teeth of an individual, which can comprise a specific and 
unique set. 
Keywords: Forensic odontology, Dental Identification, Smile 
Photographs, photographic comparison 
 
 
Abstracts for Poster Presentation BAFO 2018 
 
Exploring sex determination using lateral cephalograms of 
Caucasian adults in Forensic Science: A Statistical Analysis 
Rawad Qaq 

DDS (University of Aleppo, Syria), MSc Forensic Dentistry (University 

of Dundee, UK) 

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: Forensic science represents a 
judicial instrument to maintain the human right of identification. Re-
establishing the identity of skeletonized remains requires sex 
determination. Skull, when obtained solely for examination, is 
considered the best sex predictor in the human skeleton after pelvis. 
Assessing sex from skull based on morphological or morphometrical 
approaches has some limitations regarding accuracy, subjectivity and 
experience. Lateral cephalograms provide details of skull’s 
morphology for comparison. Previous studies have statistically 
investigated calibrated lateral cephalograms of adults aged (20y – 
55y) to explore sex discrimination. Due to the legal importance of age 
18 and the lack of studies around this age, this study aimed to 
investigate adults aged (18y – 22y). The author aimed to explore 
linear, angular and areal measurements to determine the best lateral 
cephalometric parameters in order to be utilized in constructing a sex 
prediction model.  
MATERIALS AND METHODS: 135 digitized and uncalibrated lateral 
cephalograms (68♂, 67♀) of malocclusion untreated Caucasians 
(Canadians and Americans) aged (18y – 26.2y) were analysed using 
ImageJ-V1.51 and SPSS-V22 softwares. A total of 22 measurements 
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(linear, angular, areal) were obtained by tracing 9 landmarks (G, V, 
Op, Ba, N, S, ANS, Po, Or). From these measurements, 21 
parameters were derived and subjected to statistical analysis. Only 
119 subjects (59♂, 60♀) aged (18y – 22y) were utilized in the binary 
logistic regression analysis to build the model.  
RESULTS: Sex was determined with an overall accuracy 82.4%. 
Three angular measurements (ΔN-S-V, ΔN-S-G, ΔG-N-S) and one 
ratio for two areal measurements (G-V-Op-Ba-G/N-S-Ba-ANS-N) were 
the best 4 parameters for sex prediction.  
CONCLUSION: Unscaled lateral cephalograms of Caucasian adults 
could be statistically analysed to discriminate sex. Cranio-facial 
parameters contribute in sex prediction, where angular measurements 
emerged as reliable predictors of sex when subjected to regression 
analysis. Also, the projection of glabella was found a reliable sexual 
feature.  
 
KEYWORDS: Forensic science; Identification; Skull; Sex 
determination; Morphometry; Morphology; Lateral cephalogram; 
Cephalometric parameter; Binary logistic regression analysis. 
The awareness of Forensic Odontology and the Challenges in the 
Disaster Victim Identification Field in Indonesia 
Azyyati Patricia Zikir  
DDS (University of Moestopo, Indonesia), MSc Forensic Dentistry 
(University of Dundee, UK) 
 
Background and aim - Forensic dentistry deals with examining 
dental evidence for identification purposes. Dental chart plays a vital 
role when using dental analysis for identification. The aim of this 
research was to explore the awareness of forensic dentistry among 
dentists in Indonesia hence exploring the importance of AM records 
and also to investigate the importance of dentist in a DVI field and 
evaluate the difficulties of dentists working in a DVI field in Indonesia. 
Materials and Method – Two on-line questionnaires were prepared, 
Q1 distributed to practicing dentist in Indonesia to explore the 
awareness of forensic odontology and the importance of dental 
records. Q2 distributed to Indonesian dentist who are members of the 
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Indonesia’s DVI team to investigate the importance and difficulties in 
the DVI field. Answers given were analyzed, quantitative analysis was 
shown in descriptive graphs and qualitative analysis was analyzed 
based on answers upon reflection. 
Results – Dentists are aware of the subject and 99% know that dental 
record is used for identification. However, only 26% always do a full 
charting of a new patient. Indonesia is prone to disaster hence the DVI 
field is important and the team embedded have a good educational 
background. Although a low number of dentists said that there are 
difficulties in working in DVI, but problems still exist.  
Conclusions – Dentists are aware that dental record is important for 
identification but they do not do a full dental charting and there are 
variations in writing dental charts. The Indonesian dental council 
needs to oblige dentists to do charting based on the guidelines 
provided. A regular checking from the part of authorities to every 
dental clinic would certify if dental charts are recorded and assure 
quality. DVI is an important scope in Indonesia and there are still 
difficulties for dentists that are working in the field. Different disciplines 
work together in a DVI operation and it is important to train everyone 
involved so that operations might be more organized and conducted 
better. Furthermore, the Indonesian government needs to 
acknowledge and recognize the importance of the field. 
 
Keywords: Forensic Dentistry, Forensic Odontology, Indonesia, DVI, 
Awareness, Dental Records, Dental Chart 
 
 
Fashion for a reason (Oral jewellery and tooth modification to aid 
human identification) 
Farrukh 
BDS (University of health sciences Lahore Pakistan, MSc Forensic 
Dentistry (University of Dundee, UK) 
Background. A piece of jewellery is a sign of wealth, inheritance or 
commitment but rarely thought of as an investigative tool. Although 
jewellery has given forensic value along with other personal effects in 
INTERPOL DVI forms but not enough to identify someone solely. A 
time where the number of dental treatment is decreasing a rethink 
approach to establish dental identity is needed. It is hypothesised that 
modified oral jewellery has a scope as unique personal effect that can 
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be used alone or in combination with other evidences to establish 
dental identity.  
Aim. To investigate the use of modified tooth/oral jewellery/piercing 
and tattoos in Forensic odontology and to create an elaborated oral 
charting system to record them. 
Material & Methods. 90 subjects, three groups of 30 each namely G1 
(General students), G2 (General Dentists) & G3 (Designers and 
tattoo/piercing artists) were surveyed using three closed-ended 
questionnaires (V1, V2 and V3) created via google forms were sent to 
the groups to analyse individual group’s insight on oral 
jewellery/piercings and to analyse the favourite design according to 
their requirements. Descriptive graphs were used for quantitative 
analysis and comparison of respective group’s answers.  
Results. G1 related jewellery to fashion/contemporary (77%) and 
47% considered it unique and accepted the idea of wearing 
customised oral jewellery. G2 considered oral jewellery disgusting/vile 
but fashion (46.66%) and it “might be” unique to a person (60%). 
Although 53% of dentists accepted the idea of presenting oral 
jewellery to their patients. G3 associated it to a sign of rebellion 
(53.3%) and accepted the idea of making customised oral jewellery 
(50%), considering “it is” or “it might be” a unique mark (40%). 
Preferable designs are tooth jewel (G1), implant with Hallmark (G2) 
and fixed tooth ring (G3). 
Conclusion. According to the results, the public is considerably open 
to oral jewellery and piercings. Oral jewellery is unique to an individual 
by making and recording it in a legit way in suggested anatomical 
charts for oral jewellery/piercing or tattoos forensic and dental 
professionals can grant a scientific reason to this fashion. 
Keywords; Forensic dentistry, Forensic jewellery, INTERPOL DVI, 
Dental identification, Oral piercings, Tooth modification. 

A retrospective study on past forensic dental cases over a period 
of 30 years in Scotland. 

Ebbin K. Rajan, Bachelor of Dental Surgery (Rajiv Gandhi University 
of Health Sciences, Bangalore, India), Master of Forensic Odontology 
(University of Dundee, Scotland, UK) 
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Background: Forensic odontology has proven to be one of the 
integral facets of forensic science and over the years has seen an 
evolution from its archaic methods to the methods being used 
currently with the emerging technologies and advances in medical 
science. Aim: To set up a physical Forensic dental archive at the 
University of Dundee Centre for Forensic and Legal Medicine, with 
specific objectives to do a retrospective documentary analysis on the 
methods used in the past in terms of quality and quantity and to 
compare them with the methods used currently and to Categorize the 
past cases from former forensic dentists at University of Dundee over 
the past 3 decades or more according to case types and to analyse 
how forensic odontology played a role within the legal structure of 
Scotland in the past and various factors that may affected the 
conclusions of each case. Materials and Methods: A total number of 
162 cases were collected and categorised into bitemark cases, dental 
identification cases and oral clearance time cases which constituted 
the primary case type and the secondary case type was divided into 
the type of crime, cause of death, location of the bitemark and 
substrate. Bitemark cases numbered 59, dental identification cases 
numbered 102 out of which 18 were age estimation cases and 1 case 
for oral clearance time. The data was fed into excel spread sheets for 
the purpose of maintaining a list of cases for the physical forensic 
dental archive and for the generation of graphic representation of the 
data collected. Results: The graphs showed the highest number of 
bitemark cases reported being examined were in the 80’s in 
comparison to the 70’s, 90’s, and there was a decline of bitemark 
cases reported in the 2000’s. Dental identification cases examined 
were highest in the 80’s compared to the 70’s and 90’s and the least 
in the 2000’s. Age estimation methods showed the most used method 
was the Gustafson’s method in comparison to ages assessment from 
bone and from the literature and only 2 cases of sexing and dental 
profiling were reported, dental identification method most widely used 
was antemortem and post-mortem comparison. Bitemark analysis 
methods comprised of metric analysis and acetate sheet tracing 
method and photographic analysis which were commonly used. 
Conclusion: Despite the circumstantial factors associated with each 
case observed from the dental reports and notes, the methods 
employed were case specific, which dictated the selection of the 
methods for each case. It was observed that the methods were 
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carefully studied for their limitations prior to its use from various 
research and literature available at the time and the conclusions were 
based within the confines of the methods used, there was evidence 
showing an optimal utilization of the technology available at the time 
observed from the quality of the materials found and recorded in each 
case such as photographs, radiographs, dental materials etc. Which 
reflects on the level of knowledge, research, and training on the part 
of the examiners have proved to be the cornerstone in the 
establishing of forensic odontology as a specialized profession and its 
continuing research in Scotland. 

Keywords: Forensic science, forensic odontology, bitemark cases, 
age estimation cases, dental identification cases, Scotland, case 
types, University of Dundee. 

Age estimation and Gender identification using canine pulp/tooth 
ratio and volume in young and old age: A CBCT sagittal and 
coronal section image analysis   

Shakeel Abbas Kazmi   
BDS (Riphah University Islamabad), MSc (Queen Mary, University of 
London)   
 
Background: Age estimation in an important aspect of forensic 
dentistry. Canines are mostly used for age estimation and gender 
determination. Dental pulp like other parts of the body shows age 
related changes. The size of the pulp cavity decreases with age due 
to the deposition of the secondary dentine. CBCT technique provides 
the advantage to study the sample without destruction. It would be 
interested to measure the tooth and pulp volumes in young and old 
age representing from each continuous age. Therefore in this study 
tooth and pulp volumes and ratio will be calculated and later evaluated 
for the accuracy of the age estimation and gender determination.    
  
Aim: The aims of this study are to estimate accuracy of the dental age 
and gender identification through ratio and volume matching of canine 
imaged by cone-beam CT in young and old age.   
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Methodology: 150 maxillary and mandibular canines (75 males and 
75 females) from continuous representation of 15-25 and 55-65 age 
groups scanned (0.2mm voxel size) by the cone-beam CT (Planmeca, 
Helsinki Finland) were scanned for measurements. All the images 
were reconstructed (0.2 mm voxel size for pulp volume and 0.5 mm 
voxel size for tooth volume). A voxel-counting 
software Romexis software was used for the calculation of pulp and 
tooth volumes. In addition coronal section was used for tooth volume 
and sagittal view for pulp volume measurement.    
Results: Correlation relationship between age and pulp to tooth ratio, 
pulp and tooth volumes will be evaluated. In addition the volumes of 
the pulp and tooth will be considered for the gender identification. In 
the end accuracy of the volumes and ratio of the pulp and tooth will be 
investigated for age estimation and gender identification.   
  
Key words: forensic, odontology, age estimation, gender identification, 
canine, CBCT images 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for Newsletter Articles 
 
Articles, Case Studies and “Forensic pearls of 
wisdom” are always welcome. 
Please note that articles should be submitted in 

Word Format and emailed to me at 
rolandkouble@hotmail.co.uk 

Dr Roland Kouble 
BAFO Newsletter Editor 
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Dr David Lewin 
  
David proudly wearing his ‘Life Membership’ medallion awarded by 
the British Association for Forensic Odontology, an honour rarely 
bestowed.  The award recognises the tremendous contributions he 
has made in respect of ‘Bite Mark’, 'Weapon Mark’ identifications and 
their subsequent presentation as evidence within the legal system, He 
has had to curtail his dedicated involvement in Forensic Odontology 
due to increasing ill health.  Since qualifying as a Forensic 
Odontologist, David has been involved in excess of 200 cases, 60 of 
these murders. David received his award from Dr Roger Summers, 
Acting Secretary of BAFO, At a small dinner party in Colchester 
amongst the guests were Rev Dr Mandy Elmes, Forensic 
Odontologist and David’s wife Persephone. 
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BAFO Annual Conference 2018 Cardiff 

At the Mercure Cardiff 
Holland House Hotel and 
Spa, 24-26 Newport Rd, 
Cardiff, CF24 0DD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annual General Meeting BAFO 2018 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the British 
Association for Forensic Odontology will be held at the Annual 
Conference, Mercure Cardiff at 16.30 hours on Friday 26th  Octoberr 
2018. 
Items for inclusion under “Any Other Business” should be in the hands 
of the Acting Honorary Secretary Roger Summers before 30th 
September 2018. 

Provisional Agenda AGM 
1. Opening by the President: Dr Douglas Sheasby 
2. Apologies for absence 
3. Minutes of the last AGM 
4. Matters arising 
5. President’s report 
6. Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts 
7. Election of Officers 
a)  President Elect 
b)  Honorary Secretary 
c)  Membership Secretary 
d)  Academic Advisor 
e)  Two ordinary members of the Committee 
8. Any other business 
9. Date of the next AGM 
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Committee 
 
The constitution requires the following officers to retire or seek re-
election at the AGM in November 2018 
 
Honorary Treasurer: Nathan Brown 
 
Due to ill health, the current Honorary Secretary, John Rosie, has 
stood down from his position on the committee and this position is 
now up for re-election. 
  
Honorary Secretary 
Nominations, endorsed by a Proposer and a Seconder, who must be 
a member of BAFO, should be in the hand of the acting secretary, 
Roger Summers, before the 21st October 2018. 
 
Ordinary members of the committee: 
 
Ordinary members of the committee: There are two positions for 
ordinary members of the committee up for election. The ordinary 
member serves for two years on the committee.  
 
Should any members wish to be put forward for election as an 
ordinary member of the committee, then nominations, accompanied 
by the names of a Proposer and Seconder, all who should be 
members of BAFO, must be received by the secretary by 21st October 
2018. 
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PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE FOR BAFO CONFERENCE FRIDAY 26th SATURDAY 
27th OCTOBER 2018 
FRIDAY’S PROGRAMME 
Time Slot Speaker Subject 
13:45-14:00 Dr Douglas Sheasby  

BDS DDS 
President of BAFO  
Honorary Clinical Senior Lecturer in 
Forensic Odontology 
University of Glasgow 

Opening of Conference and 
Chatham House Rule 

14:00-14:45 Dr Judy Hinchliffe 
BDS DipFOd Hon FFFLM FFOMP 
(RCPA) 
Forensic Odontologist 
 
 
 

The Crocodile Files 

14:45-15:15 Dr Vijay Reesu 
BDS MSc  
Forensic Odontologist 
PhD researcher  
 
 

Comparison of 2D digital 
photographs with 3D dental 
models:  A Pilot Study 
 
Introduction of Posters (MSc 
Students Dundee) 

15:15-15:45 Tea/Coffee Break 
 
 
 
 

 

15:45-16:15 Dr Sally Andrews 
BDS LDSRCSEng DPDS MSc 
DipFHID 
Forensic Odontologist 
PhD researcher  

Tales of the Unexpected 

16:15-16:45 Dr Freddie Martin 
BDS Dip FOd 
Forensic Odontologist 
 

Bite Mark Analysis:  Junk 
Science or Useful Evidence? 

16:45-17:15 
 
 
 

Dr Jayanie B Weetrana 
BDS MSc DFMS  
Attorney-at-Law 
Forensic Odontologist 

Forensic Odontology Road 
Map of Sri Lanka 
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 Institute of Forensic Medicine & 
Toxicology 
Colombo 
Sri Lanka 

17:15-18:15 AGM 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY’S PROGRAMME 
Time Slot Speaker Subject 
09:00-09:15 Chair Opening of Conference Day 

Two and Chatham House Rule 
09:15-10:15 Dr Phil Lumb 

BMedSci MB ChB DMJ (Path) 
DipRCPath FRCPath 
Home Office Forensic Pathologist 
 

The Manchester Arena 
Bombing 

10:15-11:00 Dr Phil Marsden 
BDS LDSRCSEng DipFOd MSc 
(Hons) Dip FMS DipFHID FICPEM 
Forensic Odontologist 
 
 
 
 

DVI and Beyond! 

10:45-11:15 Tea Break  
11:15-12:15 Dr Tom Booth 

Wellcome Post-Doctoral Research 
Associate 
Department of Earth Sciences 
Natural History Museum 
London  

Patterns of bioerosion in 
ancient mineralised tissues:  a 
window into the early post 
mortem period? 

12:15-13:15 Dr Douglas Sheasby 
BDS DDS 
President of BAFO  
Honorary Clinical Senior Lecturer in 
Forensic Odontology  
University of Glasgow 
 
 
 
 

The Future Admissibility of 
Bite Mark Evidence 

13:15-14:15 Lunch  
14:15-15:15 Mr Rob Gray The Forensic Odontologist on 
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BA (Hons) LLM (Exon) DipCArb 
Barrister 
Director of Training and Delivery 
Bond Solon 
 
 
 
 
 

Trial 

15:15-15:45 Tea Break  
15:45-16:30 Dr Charlene Greenwood 

BSc MSc PhD 
Lecturer in Analytical Sciences 
Cranfield Forensic Institute 
Cranfield University 

Biomineral Research:  The 
Capabilities of X-ray 
Diffraction 

16:30-17:00 Prof Geoff Craig 
BDS (Hons) PhD FDSRCS 
(Eng&Ed) FRCPath 
Emeritus Professor of Oral 
Pathology & Forensic Odontology 
University of Sheffield 

What’s in a love bite? 

17:00-17:15 Chair Dinner Brief and Closure of 
Conference 2018 

 

 
 

 
FIO (ASSOCIATION FRANÇAISE D’IDENTIFICATION 
ODONTOLOGIQUE) XXVIIIème CONGRÈS 
 
The French Odontology Association (AFIO) is holding its 18th Annual 
Congress in MARSEILLE - FORT GANTEAUME on 4th and 5th Oct 
2018 NOTE: Proceedings will be conducted in French 
Location: MARSEILLE - FORT GANTEAUME, France | Dates: 4-10-
2018, 5-10-2018, 
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    BAFO Scale of Fees 2016              
As agreed with SOCA 

 
Police Post-Mortem & Bite Mark Cases- 

Hourly Rate: £110 per hour professional time 
(Professional time includes time at a police station or mortuary and 
time spent on analysis and report writing) 
Travelling time: £70 per hour 
Travelling expenses (road): 70p per mile 

Coroner’s cases 
Where identification is requested directly from the Coroner, fees are 
negotiable directly with HM Coroner or his/her officer. It would be 
reasonable to use the fee scale relating to a police identification 
(above) although there are set fees for a standard and a special post 
mortem and report.  
Special note: 
Since 02.12.13. The Legal Aid Agency (LAA) has REDUCED the fees 
payable to expert witnesses in both Criminal and Civil cases. The permitted 
maximum fee for a “dentist” has gone down from £117 to £93.60/Hr (and 
£72 in London!!) 
The background and full wording can be found at the following links: 

http://www.sew.org.uk/ed/001_MoJCP1809/index.cfm 
and 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/legal-aid/funding-code/remuneration-

of-expert-witnesses-guidance.PDF  

Accessed 26.01.14. 

BAFO are currently in correspondence with the LAA in an attempt to 
differentiate the work done by Forensic Odontologists from that done by 
“dentists” within the Criminal Justice System. It may not be prudent at 
this time to set precedent by accepting work from solicitors at this 
reduced rate.      £110/Hr is BAFO’s recommended rate 
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