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Letter from the President 
 
Welcome to the Autumn 2016 newsletter. I 
hope you have had an enjoyable summer. 
This will be my last letter to you, as I step 
down from the position at the forthcoming AGM and 
Conference, In Lincoln, in November. It has been a 
privilege to be elected to the office and to serve as the 
President of an association of which I have been a proud 
member for 31 years. I remember my first conference, 
held in Birmingham, in the Autumn of 1985. I had been 
attending the Diploma course which was being run at the, 
then, London Hospital Medical School. (no ‘Royal’ in the 
name at that time!). As soon as the lectures finished, I 
travelled up to Birmingham in the back of Derek Clarke’s 
car, arriving just in time for the AGM. I don’t remember too 
much about the lectures that were given on the Saturday, 
except a very interesting presentation given by the late 
Bernard Sims on the ‘Dingo Baby’ case.  
As you should all be aware, this year’s conference and 
AGM are being held at the  ‘Doubletree’ by Hilton in 
Lincoln over the weekend of the 18th – 20th November. 
The committee has managed to put together an interesting 
and varied programme for you. One of our past 
presidents, Judy Hinchliffe, is over from Australia, where 
she now lives, and is giving a presentation on a Hot Air 
Balloon crash. The full programme should be available on 
the web site, along with a booking form. There should also 



be a form contained within this newsletter. In future, we 
will endeavour to have the forms available on the web site 
by the summer, which can be downloaded and sent off, 
without the need to wait for the newsletter. So please keep 
a lookout for it in future. The earlier the treasurer gets the 
forms, the easier it is to work out numbers and whether we 
need to increase the number of rooms we have been 
allocated. Hopefully, once the system has been set up, 
future booking can be made on-line, via the web site, and 
payments made via PayPal. Phil, our web site editor, is 
working on this and hopes t have it up and running for next 
year’s conference.   
The committee is continuing to work hard on behalf of the 
Association. We are still working towards a method of 
‘recognising’ the aptitude of those working on bite mark 
cases that will satisfy the Forensic Regulator; also working 
on the logistics of a fully functioning mentoring 
programme, one that will satisfy the needs of the younger 
and less experienced members. There are two pilot 
schemes that have been running for some time and it is 
hoped that the lessons learnt from these can be used to 
improve the final mentoring programme. Douglas 
Sheasby, your next president, will report on the current 
position at the forthcoming AGM. 
We are trying to encourage more of the younger members 
to have an active part in the association and I would like to 
see more of you on the committee. Each year there are 
two positions for ‘ordinary member’ of the committee up 

for election and whilst some of the positions have been 
filled by younger members over the past few years, we 
have often had to actively seek out members to fill the 
positions, rather than members coming forward. If the 
association is to continue to move forward, its need fresh 
faces on the committee rather than the same ‘old’ faces 
(apologies to those on the committee) to bring in new 
ideas. Anyone wishing to put their names forward for 
election please contact John Rosie, with a proposer and 
seconder, a few weeks before the AGM. The actual dates 
and details should be available elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
Enjoy the rest of the summer and I hope to see many of 
you in Lincoln in November. 

Simon Sampson 
BAFO President 

 
 
TELL ME ABOUT: Talon cusps 

Roland Kouble 
Talon cusps are an unusual developmental abnormality 
that affects the anterior dentition with the formation of an 
accessory cusp like structure which contains enamel, 
dentine and occasionally pulpal tissue. They are identical 
to dens evaginatus and have been called dens evaginatus 
of anterior teeth. They generally occur on the palatal 
surfaces on the cingulum of upper teeth.  



The name is derived from the resemblance of extreme 
cases to that of an eagle’s talon when viewed from the 
incisal edge. The literature reports the prevalence in 
modern populations to be 0.06% to 7.7%1,2 . The 
prevalence rates over 1% are thought to be due to 
differences in the diagnostic criteria and methodology in 
the studies conducted.  
In my own PhD study a prevalence of 1% (2 cases) was 
seen in the sample of 200 individuals which makes this a 
distinctive feature that could be useful in bite mark 
analysis particularly as the shape of the biting edge would 
be likely to produce a distinctive mark in the injured skin3. 
 
 

 
 Talon cusp on the upper right lateral incisor 

 (tooth 12) 
 

Tooth 12 

Interestingly another study found that in eleventh century 
Hungary the prevalence of talon cusps was 40% and that 
this has reduced to 2.5% in the modern population4. 
 
Other features: 

 Twice as common in males than females 
 One fifth are bilateral  
 Two thirds of cases affect the lateral incisor 
 One quarter of cases affect the central incisor 
 

Whilst talon cusps tend to appear on the cingulum area of 
a tooth, labial talons ha ve been reported as has a case of 
labial and palatal on one tooth. Bifid talons have also been 
seen. 

    
 

    



Forensic relevance: Talon cusps can be a useful 
identifying characteristic if they have been recorded in a 
patients records, but also in some cases they will alter the 
biting edge profile of a tooth and as such could also 
provide a distinctive characteristic that may be seen in a 
bite mark injury 

 
1. B W Neville, D D Damm, C M Allen, J E Bouquot, “Abnormalities 

of the teeth” in “Oral and maxillofacial pathology”, Saunders, 
Pennsylvania, 1995, pp44-95 

 
2. E Pomeroy, “Labial talon cusps: a South American archaeological 

case in the deciduous dentition and review of a rare trait”, BDJ, 
2009, 277-282 

 
3. Kouble R F. Variations in the arrangement and biting edge status 

of the anterior teeth: their potential value in forensic bite mark 
investigations (PhD Thesis) 2010 p169-170 

 
4. Mavrodisz K et a. Prevalence of accessory tooth cusps in a 

contemporary and ancestral Hungarian population. Eur J Orthod. 
2007 29(2):166-9. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for Newsletter Articles 
 
Articles, Case Studies and “Forensic pearls of 
wisdom” are always welcome. 
Please note that articles should be submitted in 

Word Format and emailed to me at 
rolandkouble@hotmail.co.uk 

Dr Roland Kouble 
BAFO Newsletter Editor 

 

DVI NEWS 
 John Robson 

Things have been quiet again except at the beginning of 
March we were asked to take part in a major exercise in 
Dartford, Kent.  The exercise was mainly for the search 
and rescue teams from many EU countries with a DVI 
element tagged on. In fact the DVI mortuary turned out to 
be a valuable reminder to all concerned how a DVI 
mortuary is run. 
The search and rescue part was very impressive with 3 or 
4 tube train carriages arranged as if a crash had occurred 
with actors waiting to be rescued.  Quite a bit of publicity 
was obtained as it was shown on TV and in newspapers. 

 
 



 
 
 

The DVI element was less high profile but nevertheless 
was a useful training tool. We managed to provide a team 
of 4/5 odonts each day and were able to accommodate all 
those in the DVI group (including 1 DCP) who wished to 
attend. Each member attended for just 1 day and this was 
repeated for 3 consecutive days. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all those who gave up their time and 
received no compensation for their time, travel or 
accommodation.  We were able to have live/dead bodies 
(actors) in body bags which really made it as realistic as 
possible and were able to input the data into the Plassdata 
system. An international flavour was added by the 
incorporation of an odont from Greece and another from 
Italy. We also had the chance to explain our role to visiting 
VIPs and interested parties. 
 

 
 

In May, Phil Marsden and I represented UK DVI odonts at 
the annual Interpol working group meeting in Lyon, 
France. As usual, we were not funded to go but we both 
feel it is important that a UK DVI odont presence is noted.   
As previous, the meeting consisted of presentations in the 
large DVI forum (i.e. pathologists, police, fingerprint 
experts, DNA experts and, of course, odonts) and also 
breakout sessions with just odonts. In this latter much 
valuable time was spent (wasted?) discussing ISO 
(International standards) of dental descriptions! More 
relevant was the recommended changes to the Plassdata 
codes including the reintroduction of “gold” and “amalgam” 
which we found sadly (and importantly) lacking when we 
use the latest version in the Dartford exercise.  The 
chairperson of our group has now switched from Australia 
to Sweden. As I have probably noted previously, we feel 



the most valuable part of it all is the liaison and renewing 
of links with our other senior odonts from all over the 
world. 
Interpol management want to move next year’s meeting to 
Singapore which we feel will certainly limit attendance - at 
least those from Europe especially those that have to self-
fund! 
 

IALM Intersocietal Symposium Venice 21st – 
24th June 2016                                                              

 John Rosie 
I had the opportunity to attend the International Academy 
of Legal Medicine held in Venice earlier this year. The 
symposium was held on the Venice Lido, an island in front 
of Venice, famous for its quiet “belle epoque” architecture. 
The final leg of my journey, by water boat Vaporetto, took 
in the whole of the Grand Canal – what a fantastic start to 
the symposium for a mere €7! 
The venue for the conference was the Venice Convention 
Centre, the home of the annual Venice International Film 
Festival. The conference was busy with most forensic 
disciplines being represented with presentations and 
exhibitions. Here is my report on the Forensic Odontology 
component of the symposium. 
The IALM intersocietal symposium took place in Venice 
June 21st – 24th 2016. Under the umbrella of this 
symposium many societies were represented including 
IOFOS. As such IOFOS was honoured to be included as a 

scientific partner to participate in the Scientific Programme 
of the symposium as well as to organise both a workshop 
and a parallel session. 
 

 
 

The topic of the first workshop on the Tuesday was Age 
Assessment. The legal and practical aspects of age 
assessment were considered and the general lack of 
uniformity between different countries in addressing this 
issue ensured a lively debate. The methodology varied 
from being primarily socially-driven, as in UK, to primarily 
scientifically driven, such as in Belgium and Germany. It 
was agreed that some consensus was necessary 
including both social and scientific data. 
The topic of the Tuesday afternoon session was Report 
Writing. The focus of the session was based on the legal 
aspects of composing a legal report involving cases where 



professional negligence was an issue. The afternoon was 
both instructive and enlightening but, from a purely 
personal point of view as a UK based Forensic 
Odontologist, I have reservations regarding the 
involvement of a Forensic Odontologist in these 
circumstances.  
Wednesday morning was a sight-seeing expedition to 
Piazza San Marco and Doge’s Palace – magnificent. The 
afternoon symposium featured three presentations 
regarding the quantification of compensation in cases of 
clinical malpractice and negligence. Other presentations 
included the importance of a multidisciplinary approach, 
including archaeological and archaeological involvement, 
where historic remains are involved; deaths under the 
responsibility of the Dutch police; lessons to be learned 
(half of the deaths occurred before the detainee arrived at 
the police station – alcohol and drugs were a major factor); 
sex estimation based on tooth measurements using 
panoramic radiographs (not proven – more research 
needed); two age estimation presentations regarding the 
performance of the Williems method in children and age 
assessment in children with chromosomal syndromes; 
dental identification - still up to date? (the conclusion was 
yes); the identification of composite resin restorations 
within natural teeth (the presentation was by Andrew 
Forgie and the conclusion was that the use of ultra-violet 
light improves the accuracy of identifying composite 
restorations in post-mortem situations).   

It was gratifying that one of the presenters, Cezar 
Capitaneanu, (sex estimation based on tooth 
measurements using panoramic radiographs) enquired 
about joining BAFO. His application is currently being 
processed and Cezar hopes to attend the   BAFO 
conference in Lincoln in November. His research was 
carried out at the University of Leuven. 
Thursday was the IOFOS parallel session. It was a full day 
from comprising five sessions between 9.00am and 
6.30pm. The presentations included on overview of the 
role of the expert witness in different legal systems; civil 
law v common law (Yvo Vermylen); The Forensic 
Odontologist in court; qualification, standards and 
guidelines underlying the expertise (Vilma Pinchi). 
Kenneth Aschheim’s two presentations gave an insight 
into the changing face of Forensic Odontology – standards 
and guidelines and Odontosearch 3 - an improved tool to 
aid human identification by comparative dental analysis. 
BAFO member Chris Papadopoulos’s presentation 
identified trends in forensic odontology publications 
between 2000 and 2015. There was an increase in recent 
years in papers primarily focussed on age assessment, 
bite mark analysis and dental identification. 
The second session was focussed on dental identification. 
Torre Solheim outlined the importance of team work and 
that ideally two signatures were necessary to sign off a 
report. Mark Page’s presentation featured accuracy in 
post-mortem and ante-mortem dental radiographic 



matching – his conclusion was that even experienced 
Forensic Odontologists still make mistakes and that no 
technique was 100% reliable. 
The third session featured examples of case-based 
identification. The presenters included Svend Richter – 
Atypical forensic dental identification; P Schuller-Gotzberg 
– Forensic odontological identification of victims of the 
aircraft collision at Zell am See 2007; Gwenoline Drogou – 
Forensic odontologists on disaster victim identification 
teams and Jean-Marc Hutt – Flight Ouagadougou Alger air 
crash in Mali July 201`4; forensic odontologic aspects. 
The fourth session was focussed on age estimation. 
Patrick Thevissen’s presentation addressed the legal 
requirements and administrative procedures in criminal 
cases. Francesco Pradella gave an analysis and 
comparison of the EU and EU member Countries laws and 
regulations related to age estimation in asylum 
procedures. Christiana Pereira outlined the advantages of 
a European network for the study and application of 
medico-legal age estimation.  
The final session was a “mixed bag” in terms of subject 
matter. Herman Bernitz’s presentation was titled 
“Evidence, bias and expert witness in bite mark”. 
Herman’s presentation was delivered with passion and he 
concluded that although on a microscopic basis every 
dentition will be unique, this may not be the case at 
macroscopic level. He outlined the three pillars for bite 
mark analysis namely: the clarity of the bite mark, 

sufficient tooth marks within the bite mark and clearly 
recognisable characteristic dental features. Haskell 
Pitluck’s presentation “Bite marks from a judge’s 
unscientific perspective” was a timely reflection on the 
current state of bite mark analysis in America. The 
presentation featured facts, myths and misconceptions 
regarding bite mark evidence as well as its use in the 
justice system. Is there a scientific basis for bite mark 
evidence to be introduced? And does there, in fact, need 
to be? Is there an error rate in its use and if so, how do 
you determine it? How should examination of the evidence 
be conducted? Who should do the examination? Our own 
Jayanie Weeratna was the final presenter “Why a Forensic 
Odontologist in dental trauma cases”. Her presentation 
described five cases where initial clinical examination had 
failed to record medico-legally important information that 
would have had a considerable bearing on the outcome of 
the trial. Initial examination by a forensically trained dentist 
would have obviated this omission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the 
British Association for Forensic Odontology will be held at the 
Annual Conference, Doubletree by Hilton Hotel, Brayford Wharf  
North, Lincoln LN1 1YW at 16.30 hrs on Friday 18th November 
2016. 
Items for inclusion under “Any Other Business” should be in the 
hands of the Honorary Secretary, John Rosie, before 14th 
November 2016. 
 

Provisional AGM Agenda 
1. Opening by President: Dr Simon Sampson 
2. Apologies for absence 
3. Minutes of the last AGM 
4. Matters arising 
5. President’s report 
6. Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts 
7. Election of Officers 
a) Treasurer  
b) Three ordinary members of the Committee 
9. Any other business 
10. Date of the next AGM 
 

Committee Notice 
The constitution requires the following officers to retire or seek re-
election at the AGM in November 2016 
Treasurer: Nathan Brown 
Nominations, endorsed by a Proposer and Seconder, who must be a 
member of BAFO, should be in the hand of the Hon. Secretary, John 
Rosie, by 17.00hrs Friday 4th November 2016. 
Ordinary members of the Committee 
There are three positions for ordinary membership of the Committee 
up for election. Two of the ordinary members serve for a period of two 
years on the Committee and the third member will serve for a period 
of one year subject to review. 
Should any member wish to be put forward for election as an ordinary 
member of the Committee, then nominations, accompanied by the 
names of a Proposer and a Seconder, all who should be members of 
BAFO, must be received by the Hon. Secretary by 17.00 hrs Friday 4th 
November 2016. 
 
 

BAFO Conference 2016 LINCOLN 

The 2016 BAFO Conference is to be held at the DoubleTree by 

Hilton Hotel, Brayford Wharf North, Lincoln, LN1 1YW 

 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE FOR BAFO CONFERENCE FRIDAY 18-SATURDAY 19 
NOVEMBER 2016 

FRIDAY’S PROGRAMME 
Time Slot Speaker Subject 

12:00-13:00 Registration and Buffet 
Lunch 

 

14:00-14:45 Dr Judy Hinchcliffe “Fireball:  Hot Air Balloon 
Disaster, New Zealand.” 

14:45-15:15 Dr Douglas Sheasby, Dr 
Ruth Newcombe and Dr 
Louise McPeake 

A Review of 3 Years’ 
Mentoring 

15:15-15:45 Dr Nathan Brown, Dr Sally 
Andrews and Dr Camilla 
George 

Mentoring Matters – 
Churchinford 
Mentoring Matters - Cardiff 

15:45-16:00 Leg Stretch  
16:00-16:30 Dr Rupert Parsons “A Barbed Bite” 
16:30-17:15 Dr Roland Kouble “Dental Infections and 

Forensic Odontology:  an 
emerging issue?” 
Bite mark orientation in 
reconstructing events 

17:15-17:45 Tea Break  
17:45-18:15 AGM  
 
 
 



SATURDAY’S PROGRAMME 
 

 

 

Time Slot Speaker Subject 
09:00-09:45 Dr Gwenola Drogou Forensic Odontologists and 

Disaster Victim 
Identification Teams in 
France 

09:45-10:30 Ms Katherine Pearce “The DCP – everyone 
should have one!” 

10:30-11:00 Tea Break  
11:00-12:00 Professor Iain Pretty “From skid row to death 

row – and back again.  
Wrongful convictions in the 
US and the impact of the 
Texas Forensic Science 
Commission report.” 

12:00-12:45 Mr Ron Smart “Was Rudolf really Hess?” 
12:45-13:45 Lunch  
13:45-14:45 Dr Gillian Fowler The role of the forensic 

anthropologist in UK police 
investigations 

14:45-15:15 Tea Break  
15:15-16:00 Dr Val Reed Development of 

Community Living Skills in 
Offender Groups:  A 
Psychometric Basis. 

16:00-16:45 Major Stephen Turner Military Air Accident 
Investigation 

16:45-17:00 Chair Dinner Brief 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Association of Forensic 
Sciences – 21st Triennial Meeting of IAFS 

– August 2017 
 
Location: Toronto Canada | Dates: 21-8-2017, 22-
8-2017, 23-8-2017, 24-8-2017, 25-8-2017 
 

FORENSIC FORUM MARCH 2017 
 
Forensic Forums 2017 will be an international three day event 
which will bring together those working in all aspects of forensic 
sciences. This event will discuss new research and case studies 
from a range of academic and discipline professionals. This forum 
will encourage the sharing of ideas and best practice among the 
delegates and presenters and will include an informal discussion 
session 
 
Location: Cineworld: The O2 , Peninsula Square, London , SE10 
0DX, United Kingdom | Dates: 7-3-2017, 8-3-2017, 9-3-2017, 
 

 
 



 

    BAFO Scale of Fees 2016              
As agreed with SOCA 

 
Police Post-Mortem & Bite Mark Cases- 

Hourly Rate: £110 per hour professional time 
(Professional time includes time at a police station or mortuary and 
time spent on analysis and report writing) 
Travelling time: £70 per hour 
Travelling expenses (road): 70p per mile 

Coroner’s cases 
Where identification is requested directly from the Coroner, fees are 
negotiable directly with HM Coroner or his/her officer. It would be 
reasonable to use the fee scale relating to a police identification 
(above) although there are set fees for a standard and a special post 
mortem and report.  
Special note: 
Since 02.12.13. The Legal Aid Agency (LAA) has REDUCED the fees 
payable to expert witnesses in both Criminal and Civil cases. The permitted 
maximum fee for a “dentist” has gone down from £117 to £93.60/Hr (and 
£72 in London!!) 
The background and full wording can be found at the following links: 

http://www.sew.org.uk/ed/001_MoJCP1809/index.cfm 
and 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/legal-aid/funding-code/remuneration-

of-expert-witnesses-guidance.PDF  

Accessed 26.01.14. 

BAFO are currently in correspondence with the LAA in an attempt to 
differentiate the work done by Forensic Odontologists from that done by 
“dentists” within the Criminal Justice System. It may not be prudent at 
this time to set precedent by accepting work from solicitors at this 
reduced rate.      £110/Hr is BAFO’s recommended rate 
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