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   We  have  only  to  look back over the last 12 months to realise that 

   time  and  time  again,  an  incident  occurs  where  there  are mass 

   fatalities.  These  incidents have instant and long-lasting impact on 

   families,  communities and sometimes whole countries. The aim of this 

   paper  is  to  emphasise  the  need  for  an  efficient and sensitive 

   response to assist in the identification of victims of such incidents 

   and the necessity for trained team responses. Many countries now have 

   Disaster   Victim   Identification   (DVI)   teams  that  are  multi- 

   disciplinary,  and  plans  and  protocols  in place in readiness. The 

   paper  can  only  hope  to  give  a  brief  overview  of the disaster 

   situation  for  the  reader:  whole  books  have been written on this 

   topic.  The  forensic  odontologist  has  a  major  role  in disaster 

   incidents  when  there  are  accurate and available antemortem dental 

   records. 
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   The authors present a case of a 45-year-old man who was found dead on 

   the  grounds  of  an abandoned military base. His body was discovered 

   lying  face  down  in a large pool of partially desiccated blood with 

   signs  of  having  been  dragged. On-site examination revealed severe 

   injuries  to  the  face,  neck  and  head,  the result of having been 

   attacked  by a pack of dogs. A multi-disciplinary approach, including 

   autopsy  findings,  histological  examination, and bite mark analysis 

   was  performed.  Photos of the injuries were taken using the specific 

   photographic  recommendations  of  the  American  Board  of  Forensic 

   Odontology (ABFO). Comparisons between dental casts obtained from the 

   dogs,  and  the  inflicted  wounds  were  made, resulting in positive 

   correlations  of  injuries  and the dental casts of three of the five 

   dogs  involved,  suggesting  that  these  dogs were probably the more 

   active  participants  in  the  attack. This paper also highlights the 

   ever-growing  problems  posed  by stray dogs which tend to live under 

   certain   conditions:  hunger;  thirst;  compromised  health  status; 

   possible  feelings of being threatened. At times they are also feral. 

   This  situation  poses  a threat to humans who come into contact with 

   them. 
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   This  series  is based upon fact, experience, and some personal views 

   of  the  author  and  gives a brief glimpse of forensic odontological 

   issues with regard to the identification of human remains (to include 

   mass fatality incidents), biting injuries and child abuse. The aim of 

   the  first  paper  is to give the reader greater understanding of the 

   role  of  the  forensic  odontologist  in the identification of human 

   remains,  and  emphasise  the  importance  of  keeping  good quality, 

   accurate  and  comprehensive  dental  records.  Identification of the 

   deceased greatly assists families and friends at this difficult time, 

   as  well  as  aiding  law  enforcement  agencies; getting it wrong is 

   devastating  to  families and unacceptable. The dental identification 

   process  must  be carefully undertaken and relies upon the comparison 

   of  information  from  the  antemortem  record with findings from the 

   postmortem  examination,  and  the  efficiency  of  this  process  is 

   dependent  on  the  quality and availability of the dental record. As 

   dental  team  members  it  is our responsibility to keep and maintain 

   accurate  records  of  our  patients.  The  resilience  of the dental 

   structures  to  postmortem assault, denture labelling, and teeth as a 

   source  of  DNA,  all contribute to making identification successful. 

   Dental identification is widely used, not only in the single fatality 

   situation,  but  also in mass fatality incidents and cases of missing 

   persons. 
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