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Welcome to the eighth in our series of newsletters designed to keep stakeholders up to date 
with progress. You’ll notice this Newsletter has a different format: it only has a message from 
Andy Rennison the newly appointed Forensic Science Regulator.  

Please feel free to distribute this Newsletter to your colleagues. 
 
The open letter from Andy Rennison is below.  
 
Dear Reader 
 
In Newsletter 7 I wrote as someone looking forward to a new job. Well now I am in post with 
nearly two weeks as the Forensic Science Regulator under my belt. The job has all the 
promise and challenges that I hoped for. So far I have spent a good deal of time on the train 
between London and Birmingham, much as I expected in the early weeks as I meet with my 
team and some of the key stakeholders. I was pleased to chair the third meeting of the 
Forensic Science Advisory Council (FSAC) at the beginning of this week and to set out my 
plans for the next three years. The detailed plan for next year is almost completed and will be 
published next month; the plan will be the basis for a special newsletter in March. 
 
As the new business plan beds in we will be starting a number of projects that will deliver 
new standards in the delivery of forensic science. Setting and monitoring standards are a 
large part of our role but I do have interests in other aspects. For example, I want to explore 
and understand the risks threatening the integrity and reputation of forensic science. Enough 
said for now, more will follow in the March newsletter. 
 
I want to spend much of the next few weeks travelling to other parts of the UK to meet with 
other stakeholders, people central to the whole business of forensic science. Effective 
communication and relationships with a broad range of stakeholders are central to how I 
want to achieve the objectives I have been set. 
 
I am pleased to say that we have recruited a second scientist to the team, Simon Iveson, 
who will be joining us soon. I am sorry to announce that Keith Batten will be leaving us to 
take up a post elsewhere in the Home Office. Keith has been central to the success of the 
project to set up the Forensic Science Regulation Unit, we will miss him and wish him all the 
best in his new job.   
 
Regards 
 
 
Andrew Rennison 
Forensic Science Regulator 
 

Contact us at:  
Forensic Science Regulation Unit 

Home Office 
1st Floor Seacole Building 

2 Marsham Street 
London SW1P 4DF 

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/operational-policing/forensic-science-regulator 


