
FORENSIC SCIENCE REGULATOR NEWSLETTER No 6 
 

30 November 2007 
 

Welcome to the sixth in our series of newsletters designed to keep stakeholders up 
to date with progress in establishing the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 
 
Our objectives 

Our objectives remain as follows: 

 To establish the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

 To establish a Forensic Science Advisory Council. 

 To draw up a plan for the work of the Regulator and FSAC in 2008-09, approved 
by Ministers. 

 Subject to agreement by Ministers, to establish a reconstituted Forensic 
Pathology Council to oversee the provision of forensic pathology services 
throughout the UK. 

 To manage such priority work, relevant to the Regulator function in 2007-08, as 
can be achieved within available resources. 

 
Update on progress against specific deliverables  

Recruit a suitably qualified and experienced Regulator, in post by 31 March 
2008 

We are pleased to announce that, following an open competition, Ministers have 
approved the appointment of Andrew (Andy) Rennison as the first substantive 
Forensic Science Regulator. Andy joins us from the Gambling Commission where he 
is currently the Director of Intelligence. In this role he has had experience of helping 
to set up a new regulatory body. Before this, Andy served for 30 years in the police 
service before retiring as a Detective Chief Superintendent in West Yorkshire Police. 
He has previously served as Head of the Scientific Support Department in West 
Yorkshire Police, so brings some useful insights to the role.  He will take up his new 
appointment on 11 February 2008, shortly after Adrian Cory leaves on 25 January. 

 

 

 

 



Establish a Forensic Science Advisory Council, operating to advise the Interim 
Regulator, by 15 November 2007, with any expert groups required to address 
the initial work programme in operation by 15 December.  

The FSAC is now up and running and held its first meeting on 19 November.  The 
membership is as follows: 

  Adrian Cory, Interim Forensic Science Regulator (Chair) 

  Peter Ablett, CEO, Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners 

  Brian Rankin, President (Elect) Forensic Science Society 

  Dr Basil Purdue, President (Elect) British Association in Forensic Medicine 

  Mohammed Khamisa QC, Criminal Bar Association 

  Professor Julie Mennell, Chair UK Forensic Science Education Group 

  Dr Sheila Willis, Chair Forensic Science Providers Group 

  Dr Jane Beaumont, Director Accreditation, UK Accreditation Service 

  His Honour Judge Andrew Goymer 

  Tom Nelson, CEO Scottish Police Services Authority (Forensic Science) 

  Roger Coe-Salazar OBE, Chief Crown Prosecutor (CPS) 

  Stan Brown, CEO Forensic Science Service Northern Ireland 

  ACC Paul Crowther, ACPO 

We are in the process of recruiting a lay member. 

At its first meeting the FSAC: 

1. Decided that the following issues should be worked up as the main elements of the 
first year’s business plan: 

* The development of a “User Requirement” for forensic science regulation, from the 
perspective of the courts and court interests (judiciary, prosecution, defence etc); 

*Guidance on validation standards to be applied to the development of new 
processes and technologies; 

* DNA profiling quality standards, with particular reference to the National DNA 
Database; 

* Forensic Pathology standards; 

* Quality standards for digital forensics – likely to take the form, immediately, of a 
scoping study and proposals for further work. 

 



2. Agreed to establish the following Specialist Groups: 

* End–User Requirements Specialist Group (an ad hoc SG to undertake the study 
described above); 

* Quality Standards Specialist Group (a standing Specialist Group which will, in due 
course, be responsible for reviewing all proposed quality standards developed by 
other Specialist Groups and recommending adoption to the FSAC; but which, 
immediately, will tackle the validation project); 

* DNA; 

* Forensic Pathology (detail subject to consultation among the relevant stakeholder 
community); 

* Digital Forensics. 

In accordance with the published terms of reference (see Newsletter No 4) we shall 
be publishing the minutes of the meeting on the Website. 

The FSAC next meets on 22 January 2008. 

 

Establish a Stakeholder Forum to advise the Interim Regulator, by 16 July 2007.  

The FSAC also agreed: 

• To reconstitute the Stakeholder Forum into a register of interests for the purposes 
of receiving information of interest to the wider stakeholder community.  For this 
purpose the register would be opened to any interested party who wished to 
receive such information.  If you would like to be added to the newly constituted 
Stakeholder Forum, please e-mail your details to the Editor, Keith Batten 
(address below); 

• To create a separate forum for suppliers.  We shall provide further details of how 
this new forum will operate in due course.  In the meantime, if you are a supplier 
of forensic science services and would like to be associated with the forum, 
please e-mail your details to the Editor, Keith Batten (address below); 

 

An Ethics Group for the National DNA Database (NDNAD), functioning by 3 
September. 

This objective was met.  The only outstanding action is to recruit the additional two 
members (see Newsletter No 5): the deadline for applications expires on 3 
December. 

 

 

 



Subject to Ministerial approval, establish a reconstituted Forensic Pathology 
Council, by 31 October. 

The FSAC decided that the quality standards remit of the proposed FPC should be 
discharged by the creation of a Forensic Pathology Specialist Group of the FSAC 
(see above).  This is now out to consultation with organisations representing the 
profession. 

 

Review arrangements for oversight of the NDNAD, particularly those relating to 
managing standard setting and monitoring by 31 August. 

Following consultation with NPIA, and with the approval of the Home Office Steering 
Group, the FSAC decided that the oversight of quality standards in relation to the 
NDNAD should fall within the responsibilities of the planned DNA Specialist Group of 
the FSAC (see above).  The NDNAD Custodian will be a member of the DNASG. 

 

Carry out a landscape survey of existing standards and draw up a prioritised 
list of areas requiring standards, by 15 October 2007.   

We are making good progress on this, with the assistance of Dr Bob Bramley, whom 
we have retained as a consultant for this purpose.  We are grateful to all who 
completed the questionnaire seeking views on priorities for the first year’s work 
programme.  The responses were consolidated and considered by the FSAC in 
sketching out the main elements of the programme.  We are writing individually to 
contributors.  If you would like to see the summary of responses, contact the Editor, 
Keith Batten (address below). 

 

Authorised analysts, determine implementation plan by 20 December 2007. 

Nothing to add to the report in Newsletter No 5. 

 

Studies, proposals and standards completed for a number of high priority 
areas (details to be determined).  

Two studies have been completed by the Regulator.  These will not be published for 
reasons of commercial confidentiality. Professor Brian Caddy, assisted by Dr Adrian 
Linacre and Dr Graham Taylor, are carrying out a scientific review of low template 
forensic DNA analysis.  They will report in the New Year. 

 

A business plan for 2008 – 09, approved by the Minister, by 31 March 2008.  

See the report on the FSAC meeting (above).  The FSAC will discuss a first draft of 
the plan on 22 January, with a view to signing it off for submission to Ministers at the 
subsequent meeting on 18 February. 



Produce proposals for future funding arrangements, by 1 December 2007.  

This work is in hand. 

 

 

Connections 

 
Special Conference for Scientific Support Managers 
  
 
Following discussions with some of the Directors and Managers of Police Scientific Support 
Services, we are organising a conference to address the implications of quality standards 
regulation for in-force forensic science provision.  It is an accepted principle that quality 
standards must apply uniformly to commercial forensic science providers and to analogous 
services provided in forces.  This will be of increasing importance to forces, particularly those 
who have, or are planning to have, a significant forensic science capability. 
  
DCC Clive Wolfendale has kindly lent his support to the conference which will be held in 
Tewkesbury on 8 January 2008.  Attendance is limited to Directors and Managers of Police 
Scientific Support Services, and others by invitation only.  Contact the Editor for further 
details. 
  
 

Stakeholder Conference: 23 January 2008 

 
Planning continues for the January conference whose theme is “A Quality Partnership: 
Regulating Standards in Forensic Science”.  The conference will mark Adrian Cory’s 
departure and the handover to Andy Rennison.  We have an interesting programme and 
many eminent speakers.  The programme, in outline, is as follows: 
 
 

Keynote Speech 
 
Meg Hillier:  Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of State for Identity 

 
Forensic Science Regulation in the 
Context of the Home Office Science 
Strategy 
 

Professor Paul Wiles:  Chief Scientific 
Adviser and Director Research, Development 
& Statistics, Home Office 

Setting up the Office of the Regulator: 
Review & Forward Look 
 

 
Adrian Cory: Interim Forensic Science 
Regulator  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Forensic Science Standards.  Crime 
scene to Courtroom: the End to End 
Process 

Guest speakers will cover 
 

Crime Scene Investigation  
 
The Suppliers’ View  
 
The Senior Investigating Officer’s 
Perspective  
 
The CPS Angle  

 
Quality Standards in the Strategic Context Simon Bramble, NPIA 
 
FSAC: Role, Approach and Early 
Impressions    

 
Professor Julie Mennell (Member, FSAC) 
 

 
Quality Standards & the Individual 
Practitioner 

 
Peter Ablett, CEO CRFP 
 

 
The Role of the NDNAD Ethics Group 

 
 
Professor Peter Hutton, Chair 
 

 
The ACPO Perspective Chief Constable Tony Lake QPM 

 
Conclusion 

 
Andy Rennison (Forensic Science Regulator 
designate) 

 
  
The Team 
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Readers will find the Forensic Science Regulation Unit’s page on the Home Office website at 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/organisation/directorate-search/crcsg/ppod/fspu/  The 
page includes back copies of the Forensic Science Regulator’s Newsletter and other useful 
information.  
 
 
Thanks 
Many thanks for the feedback received on earlier Newsletters. Please feel free to contact the 
editor with any comments or suggestions for content. His email is 
keith.batten2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
Adrian Cory can be contacted on adrian.cory2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
In the next Newsletter………. 
  
Which will appear in early January, look out for: 
 

• A piece by the new Regulator; 
 

• An account of the proceedings at the SSM Conference; 
 

• More on the new FSAC Specialist Groups. 
 

Forensic Science Regulation Unit 
Home Office 

1st Floor Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street 

London SW1P 4DF 


