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Welcome to the fifth of our newsletters intended to keep stakeholders informed of our 
progress in establishing the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 
 
Our objectives 

Our objectives remain as follows: 

 To establish the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

 To establish a Forensic Science Advisory Council. 

 To draw up a plan for the work of the Regulator and FSAC in 2008-09, approved 
by Ministers. 

 Subject to agreement by Ministers, to establish a reconstituted Forensic 
Pathology Council to oversee the provision of forensic pathology services 
throughout the UK. 

 To manage such priority work, relevant to the Regulator function in 2007-08, as 
can be achieved within available resources. 

 
Update on progress against specific deliverables  

Recruit a suitably qualified and experienced Regulator, in post by 31 March 
2008 

Interviews for the post of Regulator were held on 30 October and an announcement 
regarding the successful applicant will be made shortly. 

Establish a Forensic Science Advisory Council, operating to advise the Interim 
Regulator, by 15 November 2007, with any expert groups required to address 
the initial work programme in operation by 15 December. 

The following persons have been appointed to membership of the FSAC: 

Adrian Cory, Interim Forensic Science Regulator (Chair) 

Peter Ablett, CEO, Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners 

Brian Rankin, President (Elect) Forensic Science Society 

Dr Basil Purdue, President (Elect) British Association in Forensic Medicine 

Mohammed Khamisa QC, Criminal Bar Association 

Professor Julie Mennell, Chair UK Forensic Science Education Group 



Dr Sheila Willis, Director FS Laboratory Dublin, Forensic Science Providers Group 

Dr Jane Beaumont, Director Accreditation, UK Accreditation Service 

Tom Nelson, CEO Scottish Police Services Authority Forensic Science 

Roger Coe-Salazar OBE, Crown Prosecution Service  

Stan Brown, CEO Forensic Science Service Northern Ireland 

(Nominations are awaited from the Lord Chief Justice and ACPO.  A lay member is 
also being recruited) 

The FSAC will meet for the first time on 19 November.  Look out for further details on 
the Website. 

Establish a Stakeholder Forum to advise the Interim Regulator, by 16 July 2007.  

The Stakeholder Forum is up and running and providing a very useful source of 
advice for the interim Regulator in setting up the new operation. 

An Ethics Group for the National DNA Database (NDNAD), functioning by 3 
September. 

Newsletter No 4 reported that the National DNA Database Ethics Group were looking 
to recruit two additional members to bring substantial knowledge and practical 
experience in dealing with issues of particular relevance to the black and minority 
ethnic communities, young people and faith communities.  We have therefore 
launched another recruitment campaign.  Here is a copy of the advertisement which 
is appearing in the press.  The closing date for applications is 3 December 2007. 



 

 

 



.Subject to Ministerial approval, establish a reconstituted Forensic Pathology 
Council, by 31 October.  

Following discussions with stakeholders about the proposals for a Forensic 
Pathology Council, proposals will shortly be presented to the high-level Project 
Board.  We shall report the outcome in the next Newsletter. 

Review arrangements for oversight of the NDNAD, particularly those relating to 
managing standard setting and monitoring by 31 August. 

Our proposals for managing oversight of quality standards relating to the NDNAD will 
also shortly be considered by the Project Board and will be reported in the next 
Newsletter. 

Carry out a landscape survey of existing standards and draw up a prioritised 
list of areas requiring standards, by 15 October 2007.   

Define standards methodology, proposal by 2 October 2007   

We are pursuing the work programme reported in the last Newsletter, specifically: 

i) Undertaking a landscape survey of the relevant existing quality standards 

ii) Identifying priorities for regulation  

iii) Producing a manual of standards development and regulation 

We have issued a questionnaire to a wide range of stakeholders (including each 
police force Scientific Support Manager) inviting people to contribute to the process 
of identifying priorities for the first year’s work programme.  The questionnaire seeks 
information about specific proposals for new or improved quality standards.  The 
deadline for responses is 9 November.  Please contribute if you can.  Copies of the 
questionnaire are available from Keith Batten at the e-mail address below. 

Authorised analysts, determine implementation plan by 20 December 2007   

Responses to the consultation exercise have been received from the Royal Society of 
Chemistry, the Forensic Science Society, the Council for the Registration of Forensic 
Practitioners and a number of forensic science suppliers and public analysts. 

A number of respondents suggested that certificates are, as a result of technological 
changes, no longer required and should be abandoned. 

If, however, the use of authorised analysts were to be continued, then most 
respondents supported the proposal as the appropriate approach. Specific points 
were raised in relation to: 

         Membership of professional bodies; 

         Membership of the CRFP; 

         Re-authorisation; 

        Regulation of the analysis process and content of the certificate; 



        Linking authorisation to particular employers 

The responses are now being considered by the Road Crime Section of the Home 
Office. The issue of whether the Secretary of State should continue to authorise 
analysts will be considered before further work is undertaken to develop the 
processes for, and standards applicable to, such authorisation 

Studies, proposals and standards completed for a number of high priority 
areas (details to be determined). 

One study has been completed and two are in hand.  While some of our studies will 
be published in due course, we shall not be publishing details of those which are 
subject to commercial confidentiality. 

A business plan for 2008 – 09, approved by the Minister, by 31 March 2008. 

Developing the business plan is a priority for the FSAC.  Outline proposals will be 
considered by the Council at its meeting on 19 November, with a view to signing off 
the workplan for submission to Ministers at its meeting in February. 

Produce proposals for future funding arrangements, by 1 December 2007. 

We shall be starting this work later in the year. 

Connections 

STAKEHOLDER CONFERENCE  
 
The Stakeholder Conference mentioned in the last Newsletter will take place on 23 January 
2008 in Westminster. The theme of the conference is “A Quality Partnership: Regulating 
Standards in Forensic Science” and it will mark the transition from the setting – up phase to 
operational status.  The Conference will open with a keynote speech from the Home Office 
Minister, Meg Hiller, and will close with an address by the newly recruited Regulator.  
Numbers are limited and attendance is by invitation only.  Further information will follow. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Team 

 

 

Readers will find the Forensic Science Regulation Unit’s page on the Home Office website at 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/organisation/directorate-search/crcsg/ppod/fspu/  The 
page includes back copies of the Forensic Science Regulator’s Newsletter and other useful 
information.  
 
Thanks 
Many thanks for the feedback received on earlier Newsletters. Please feel free to contact the 
editor with any comments or suggestions for content. His email is 
keith.batten2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
Adrian Cory can be contacted on adrian.cory2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
In the next Newsletter………. 
 
Look out for: 
 

• An introduction to the new Regulator; 
 

• An account of the proceedings at the first meeting of the FSAC; 
 

• More on the Stakeholder Conference. 
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