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Welcome to the second of our newsletters intended to keep stakeholders informed of 
our progress in establishing the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 
 
Our objectives 

Our objectives remain as set out in Newsletter number 1:    

 To establish the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

 To establish a Forensic Science Advisory Council. 

 To draw up a plan for the work of the Regulator and FSAC in 2008-09, approved 
by Ministers. 

 Subject to agreement by Ministers, to establish a reconstituted Forensic 
Pathology Council to oversee the provision of forensic pathology services 
throughout the UK. 

 To manage such priority work, relevant to the Regulator function in 2007-08, as 
can be achieved within available resources. 

 
Update on progress against specific deliverables  

Recruit a suitably qualified and experienced Regulator, in post by 31 March 
2008. 

An advertisement for the post of Forensic Science Regulator will be published in the 
national press and on the Whitehall Group website in early September. The 
Interviewing Panel will comprise Paul Wiles (Home Office Chief Scientific Advisor), 
Peter Neyroud (Chief Executive of the National Policing Improvement Agency), Jane 
Beaumont, Director of Accreditation at UKAS and an Independent Assessor. We 
intend that the recruitment process will be completed by the end of October. We 
hope, subject to any period of notice, to have the Regulator in place by January 
2008.  

Establish a FSAC, operating to advise the Interim Regulator, by 15 November 
2007, with any expert groups required to address the initial work programme in 
operation by 15 December. 

We are about to consult the Stakeholder Forum on draft Terms of Reference for the 
FSAC. 

 



Establish a Stakeholder Forum to advise the Interim Regulator, by 16 July 2007. 

The Stakeholder Forum is operational and has already been invited to comment upon 
the draft job description and person specification for the Regulator to support the 
recruitment (see above) and to contribute to the landscape survey of quality 
standards and relevant rules and guidance. 

An Ethics Group for the National DNA Database (NDNAD), functioning by 3 
September. 

Following the written Ministerial statement which was published in Newsletter number 
1, arrangements are in hand to bring the Ethics Group together for their first meeting 
and induction briefings in early September.  

Subject to Ministerial approval, establish a reconstituted Forensic Pathology 
Council, by 31 October. 

The Interim Regulator is in discussions with the Secretary of the Professional 
Standards Committee, the Home Office adviser on public bodies and  the Head of the 
Police Science and Forensics Unit of the NPIA.  Detailed proposals will follow. 

Review arrangements for oversight of the NDNAD, particularly those relating to 
managing standard setting and monitoring by 31 August   

An outline proposal has been prepared and is being discussed with managers in the 
NDNAD Management Unit. 

Carry out a landscape survey of existing standards and draw up a prioritised 
list of areas requiring standards, by 15 October 2007. 

We have designed a form to capture the existing landscape and to help identify gaps 
in coverage and circulated it to the Stakeholder Forum with an invitation to contribute. 

Define standards methodology, proposal by 2 October 2007  

We are in discussions with UKAS and other bodies on possible approaches.  One 
option we are currently considering is to remit the detail of the work to consultancy on 
the basis of a very clear specification, which we shall discuss with the Stakeholder 
Forum.  We might then share the product with the stakeholder community more 
widely before presenting it to the FSAC. 

Authorised analysts, determine implementation plan by 20 December 2007   

A new approach to authorisation has been proposed by the FRSU in agreement with 
other Home Office Units. This proposal has been sent to a number of interested 
parties as part of a consultation exercise. 

Please contact FSRU if you would like a copy of the proposal. 

 



Studies, proposals and standards completed for a number of high priority 
areas (details to be determined). 

A business plan for 2008 – 09, approved by the Minister, by 31 March 2008. 

Produce proposals for future funding arrangements, by 1 December 2007. 

We shall start to address these deliverables as the team builds to full complement. 

 

Connections 

On 26 July the Regulator, Adrian Cory, met representatives from the Forensic Science 
Providers Group (FSPG) to discuss the contribution the Group might make to the 
establishment and successful operation of the regulatory process.  The FSPG are already 
contributing to the Stakeholder Forum.  We reached agreement that the Group will serve as 
the principal source of advice for the Regulator on behalf of the supplier community going 
forward. 

On 3 August Adrian attended a meeting of the UKAS Scenes of Crime Steering Committee 
to discuss proposals for establishing an accreditation mechanism for crime scene 
examination. 

The Regulator has been appointed to the membership of the National DNA Database 
Strategy Board, chaired by Chief Constable Tony Lake, ACPO lead on Forensic Science.  He 
attended the meeting of the Board on 7 August, together with the Chair of the new NDNAD 
Ethics Group, Professor Peter Hutton. 

On 8 August Adrian visited the Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) Forensic Services 
for discussions with the Director, Tom Nelson, and two senior colleagues, Andrew Sweeney 
and Mike Baxter; and lunch with the SPSA Chief Executive, David Mulhern.  Adrian was 
briefed on the ongoing reorganisation of forensic science services in Scotland and Tom 
Nelson’s plans for maintaining and improving quality standards going forward.  It was agreed 
that although, strictly speaking, the Regulator’s remit does not extend to Scotland, SPSA 
(FS) would join in the work of the Regulator as full partners.  This recognises that, when it 
comes to quality standards in forensic science, the authorities North and South of the Border 
have shared objectives and are engaged in the same journey. 

On 8 August the role of the Regulator featured in a broadcast on the BBC Radio 4 “World at 
One” programme.  You can access the broadcast, which includes an interview with Tony 
Lake, at http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/news/wato/.



Changes in the Team 

The new organisation chart is printed below. Soheel Joosab started with us on Wednesday 1 
August and June Oglesby-Bowie (the Regulator’s PA and Team support officer) started on 
Wednesday 8 August. 

 

 

 
Thanks 
Many thanks for the feedback received on our first Newsletter. Please feel free to 
contact the editor with any comments or suggestions for content. His email is 
keith.batten2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
Adrian Cory can be contacted on adrian.cory2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
 
Forthcoming publication dates 
We plan to continue to publish the Newsletter on a regular basis. 
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