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Welcome to the fourteenth in our series of newsletters designed to keep stakeholders 
up to date with progress made by the Forensic Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 

Registration of Practitioners  

In the build up to the Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners closing for 
business I proposed to the CRFP Board that I should hold a temporary register for 
CRFP registrants that wished to remain on a register and would benefit from doing 
so. This particularly applies to the registrants who are not part of an organisation 
accredited by UKAS or are not police-employed practitioners. These organisations 
should already have policies and processes in place to manage staff performance 
and development. 

I am keen to identify and to consult with all the academics and sole traders who were 
registered as well as the business partnerships and small companies who had staff 
registered. I have benefited from meeting with many who fall into these categories, 
some were registered while some were not. 

If you were registered with CRFP on 30 March 2009 and would like to be on a 
temporary register held by me you are welcome to send your details and a copy of 
your CRFP certificate of registration to this address: 

Christiana Shomefun 
Forensic Science Regulation Unit 
3rd Floor Seacole Building 
Home Office 
2 Marsham Street 
London SW1P 4DF 
Email: CRFPRegister@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

This will help me to keep in touch with you, to consult with you, and to keep you 
posted on the opportunities for accreditation and the ongoing development of the 
new standards framework. 

mailto:CRFPRegister@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk


I must stress that this will be a temporary register. There will be no fees and no 
ongoing assessment of competence.  It will be a register of practitioners who were 
registered with CRFP on 30 March 2009.   

Following the consultation paper ‘A Review of the Options for the Accreditation of 
Forensic Practitioners’, I have received a significant number of responses, in the 
region of 50 with very varied views. As I agreed, I will publish a summary of the 
responses to the consultation and I am in the process of collating and reviewing them 
in preparation for publication.    

Conference    

Details of the register and much more will be available at a conference I am hosting 
on 9 July 2009 at The ICC, Broad Street, Birmingham, B1 2EA. This is the first of the 
regular stakeholder conferences I propose to hold for practitioners. The conference 
will include details of the developing standards framework, a summary of consultation 
responses on practitioner accreditation, implications for practitioners, views from 
small businesses, and presentations from UKAS, Skills for Justice and the Forensic 
Science Society. There will be an opportunity to feed back views and to ask 
questions. 

If you are interested in attending the conference please contact Christiana Shomefun 
as soon as possible on: Christiana.Shomefun@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

A flyer with further information about the conference is available through the link 
below: 

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/operational-policing/forensic-science-regulator/

The Regulator’s Office 

I am pleased to announce that I have taken possession of the keys to my new office 
in central Birmingham. Dr Jeff Adams, June Guiness and Simon Iveson from my 
team will be based in Birmingham. Kenny Chigbo, Soheel Joosab and Christiana 
Shomefun will remain at the Home Office HQ in London. We are in the process of 
establishing the office and recruiting an office manager, for the time being our contact 
details remain as they are and we will announce a new address and telephone 
numbers in due course.  

The office is nested within the offices of the Criminal Cases review Commission in 
Alpha Tower which is ideally located for road and rail travel into Birmingham. 

Forensic Science Society 

I recently held the latest meeting as part of ongoing discussions with the Forensic 
Science Society (FSSoc). I see the Society, and other professional bodies, playing a 
key role in achieving good quality standards for UK forensic science.  
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For many years the FSSoc has been working to raise the quality of education in 
forensic science.  Its component standards were renowned as the basis of their 
accreditation scheme for university courses offering forensic science while their 
diplomas (in fire investigation, analysis of questioned documents, analysis of firearms 
and crime scene investigations) are widely recognised as supporting the continuing 
professional development of practitioners in the field.  The Society's conferences 
have made and continue to make a major contribution to progress and development 
of new techniques and technologies in forensic science as well as the sharing of best 
practice.
 
The Society in a collaborative partnership agreement with Skills for Justice launched 
the Forensic Skillsmark on 6 April 2009. This award combines the Society’s 
university accreditation scheme with the Skillsmark recognition programme to 
provide the UK with a single gold standard in forensic education and training. 

The Society and I will continue to work closely together and to cooperate on 
supporting practitioners as the new standards framework continues to develop. 

Business plan 

In my last newsletter I promised to give details of the new business plan in this 
newsletter. This information is not yet ready to share with you but I wanted to let you 
know about other developments rather than wait. I will publish another letter once the 
plan is finalised.  

Regards 

Andrew Rennison 

Many thanks for the feedback received on earlier Newsletters. Please feel free to 
contact the editor with any comments or suggestions for content. His email is 
kenny.chigbo@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
Andy Rennison can be contacted on Andrew.Rennison4@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
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