
NEWSLETTER No 12 
 

28 November 2008 
 

Welcome to the twelfth in our series of newsletters designed to keep stakeholders up 
to date with progress made by the Forensic Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 

Dear colleague 

The business of creating quality standards for forensic science is really gathering 
pace. The planned specialist groups are now all in place and working hard, where 
possible with full-time additional support in place to begin the detailed work of writing 
standards.  

The results of this work will start rolling off the conveyor belt towards the end of 
January next year in time for a series of conferences we are planning:  

� Stakeholder strategy conference 29 January 2009. Numbers are limited for the 
event which will be by invitation only to a broad cross section of stakeholders. 

� Quality managers’ conference. This will be held on 24 and 25 February 2009 in 
the Midlands. It will be an opportunity for police and other law-enforcement 
quality managers to mix with their counterparts from the forensic providers to look 
in detail at the Regulator’s standards framework. We will circulate more details 
soon. 

� Digital forensics conference. This will be held on 27 March 2009 in central 
Birmingham. It will be a chance for practitioners from across the field of digital 
forensics to discuss the standards drafted for that line of work. 

� Stakeholder consultation forum to be held in March 2009. This will be aimed at 
the many of you who are small companies, partnerships or sole traders and will 
be a chance to here more about the Regulator’s work and to have your views 
heard. More details will follow soon.  

I am pleased to say that attendance at these conferences will be free, apart from 
making your own travelling arrangements 

Consultation 

I have published on my website my Manual of Regulation.  See link below: 

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/operational-
policing/Manual_of_Regulation_22.9.08.pdf



The closing date for comments to be received is 19 December 2008. The Manual 
sets out the high level principles methods by which I intend to achieve my objectives. 
If you plan to respond, please do so by 19 December.  

Specialist Groups 

� The Quality Standards Specialist Group is working on a set of ‘industry 
specific’ standards. We have commissioned UKAS in collaboration with Dr 
Bob Bramley to draft a set of standards that neatly fit the UK supply and use of 
forensic science. The standards will be ready by the end of January to share 
with a wide audience for discussion and views. The group is also working on 
the first draft of a method validation protocol. 

� The End User Specialist Group met on 25 November to consider papers on 
practitioner competency standards, validation of methods and definition of the 
end user requirement. The group has a unique perspective, viewing the 
forensic science world from the court room to assess whether the product of 
forensic science meets the needs of the courts. 

� The Practitioner Competency Standards Specialist Group has produced a 
draft paper on practitioner standards and registration, work is now finishing to 
put costs against the group’s recommendations with a view to publishing the 
paper soon. I urge all registered practitioners to maintain their registration with 
the Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners, to withdraw now 
would be pre-empting the outcome of this work and the consultation that is yet 
to be had.

� The Digital Forensics Specialist Group is overlapping work ACPO are 
conducting on e-crime led by DAC Janet Williams, Metropolitan Police 
Service, and the NPIA Forensics21 programme. The Group is working closely 
with both ACPO and the NPIA in this area. The early work of the group will 
look at standards for crime scene recovery, triage (to manage heavy 
demands), examination and analysis. The NPIA has recently recruited a 
consultant to work with the Regulator to draft, by the end of February 2009, a 
set of standards for consultation.  

� The DNA Analysis Specialist Group is working on standards for: DNA 
laboratories, consumables (equipment used in the recovery and analysis of 
DNA), interpretation of profiles, and use of reference databases, with 
workshops planned through November. The group is also overseeing the work 
on the recommendations fro Professor Caddy’s report on low template DNA 
which will include setting standards for the extraction and quantification of 
DNA from evidential samples.  

� The Forensic Pathology Specialist Group met for the first time earlier in 
November and is focussing on reviewing current published standards for 
forensic pathology and developing a set of standards for mortuaries. A 
delegation from the group is arranging to visit Denmark to see the benefits of 
their pathology accreditation standards. The Regulator is becoming involved in 
the Home Office work on disaster victim identification and the standards 
required for this. 



Other news 

I am based in the West Midlands and am in the process of opening an office in 
central Birmingham. Agreement has been reached with the Criminal Cases Review 
Commission to sub-let office space. I hope to move into the offices in the next month 
or so. 

This newsletter will now be published quarterly through 2009, with regular news 
items and consultation papers sent directly to you and published on my website. 

S and Marper judgment ECHR. The judgment, on a challenge to the retention of 
DNA and fingerprints taken from people who have not been convicted, is to be 
published on the 4 December at 11.00am GMT, on the ECHR website: 
http://www.echr.coe.int/echr/index.htm

The Forensic Science Regulation Unit 

Readers will find the FSRU’s page on the Home Office website at 
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/operational-policing/forensic-science-regulator/

The page includes back copies of the Forensic Science Regulator’s Newsletter and 
other useful information.  
 
Thanks 
 
Many thanks for the feedback received on earlier Newsletters. Please feel free to 
contact the editor with any comments or suggestions for content. His email is 
kenny.chigbo@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.

Andy Rennison can be contacted on Andrew.Rennison4@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

Forensic Science Regulation Unit 
Home Office 

4th Floor Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street 

London SW1P 4DF 


