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Here is the first of the newsletters which we intend to publish regularly to keep 
stakeholders informed of our progress in establishing the office of the Forensic 
Science Regulator. 

Please feel free to distribute this to your colleagues. 
 
 
Our objectives 

 To establish the office of the Forensic Science Regulator. 

 To establish a Forensic Science Advisory Council. 

 To draw up a plan for the work of the Regulator and FSAC in 2008-09, approved 
by Ministers. 

 Subject to agreement by Ministers, to establish a reconstituted Forensic 
Pathology Council to oversee the provision of forensic pathology services 
throughout the UK. 

 To manage such priority work, relevant to the Regulator function in 2007-08, as 
can be achieved within available resources. 

 

Progress against specific deliverables 

Recruit a suitably qualified and experienced Regulator, in post by 31 March 
2008. 

We have engaged with the Appointments Commission to begin the process of 
recruiting the Regulator through the public appointments process.  A job description 
and person specification have been produced and are in the process of being 
finalised. 

Establish a FSAC, operating to advise the Interim Regulator, by 15 November 
2007, with any expert groups required to address the initial work programme in 
operation by 15 December. 

We have started to draw up proposals for the terms of reference, operating 
methodology and membership.  These will be presented to the Project Board (see 
below) following a consultation process. 

Establish a Stakeholder Forum to advise the Interim Regulator, by 16 July 2007. 

A Forum comprising 29 stakeholders has been established and invited to comment 
on the draft person specification for the Regulator and to help populate the landscape 
survey (see below). 



An Ethics Group for the National DNA Database (NDNAD), functioning by 3 
September. 

The Ethics Group has been established and will meet shortly.  See the Written 
Ministerial Statement below 

Subject to Ministerial approval, establish a reconstituted Forensic Pathology 
Council, by 31 October. 

Work has started on this, with the production of a draft Protocol.  Discussions are in 
hand over the formal status of the Council, which will determine how the membership 
is to be appointed. 

Review arrangements for oversight of NDNAD, particularly those relating to 
managing standard setting and monitoring by 31 August 2007. 

Work is in hand with the office of the DNAD Custodian. 

Carry out a landscape survey of existing standards and draw up a prioritised 
list of areas requiring standards, by 15 October 2007. 

We have started work on mapping the standards landscape, and invited those 
familiar with the relevant areas to contribute to the work. 

Studies, proposals and standards completed for a number of high priority 
areas (details to be determined). 

A business plan for 2008 – 09, approved by the Minister, by 31 March 2008. 

Produce proposals for future funding arrangements, by 1 December 2007. 

We shall start to address these deliverables as the team builds to full complement. 

 



Ministerial Announcements 

On 12 July, Home Office Minister Meg Hillier announced the arrangements for setting 
up the office of the Forensic Science Regulator.  The Hansard extract is reproduced 
below. 

12 July 2007 : Column 67WS 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department (Meg 
Hillier)  

I am today announcing the arrangements we have put in hand to establish the post of 
forensic science regulator whose role will be to advise Government and the Criminal 
Justice System on quality standards in the provision of forensic science. This will 
involve identifying the requirement for new or improved quality standards; leading on 
the development of new standards where necessary; providing advice and guidance 
so that providers will be able to demonstrate compliance with common standards, for 
example, in procurement and in courts; ensuring that satisfactory arrangements exist 
to provide assurance and monitoring of the standards and reporting on quality 
standards generally. 

The regulator will be supported and advised by a Forensic Science Advisory Council 
whose members will be drawn from key stakeholders, expert bodies and others with 
a particular interest in the provision of forensic science to the Criminal Justice 
System. These arrangements draw on the recommendations of the House of 
Commons Science and Technology Committee in its report “Forensic Science on 
Trial” which was published on 16 March 2005 and on the responses to a consultation 
exercise carried out by the Home Office last year. 

A team has been established in the Home Office under the management of a senior 
civil servant to set up the Office of the Regulator and the Forensic Science Advisory 
Council. The regulator will be appointed by the Home Secretary following recruitment 
through the public appointments process. Pending this recruitment, the responsible 
official will serve as the interim regulator. 



On 25 July, the Minister made the following announcement about setting up the 
Ethics Group for the National DNA Database: 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department: Meg 
Hillier 
 
Further to the Written Ministerial Statement made by my Honourable Friend the 
Member for Leigh on 16 February 2006, on the subject of the National DNA 
Database, I am pleased to announce that we are establishing an Ethics Group to be 
to provide Ministers with independent ethical advice on the operation and practice of 
the National DNA Database (NDNAD). 
 
The Ethics Group will be chaired by Professor Peter Hutton, Professor of 
Anaesthesia at the University of Birmingham. Its membership will be as follows:  
 

Mrs Wendy Coates  
Ms Madeleine Colvin 
Mr Michael Menlowe  
Dr Andrea Pearson  
Dr Clive Richards  
Dr Sarmeer Sarkar 
Ms Sarah Thewlis  
Dr Suzy Walton  

 
The Ethics Group is being established as an Advisory Non-Departmental Public 
Body.  Its role in relation to the NDNAD will include: 
 

Reviewing the appropriateness of policy and practice 
Ensuring the maintenance of high ethical standards in decision making 
Ensuring that the public interest is properly served in relation to the way 
           in which DNA samples and profiles are provided and stored 

 
 
The Ethics Group will also provide advice on: 
 
a) Research applications that involve access to NDNAD samples or data; 
 
b) Operational services provided by suppliers that rely upon access to NDNAD 
samples or data; 
  
c) Matters referred to it by Ministers; by the NDNAD Strategy Board or on its own 
initiative. 
 
The Ethics Group will submit a formal report by the end of April each year and this 
will be published by the Home Office. 
 
I am arranging for the Protocol which will govern the operation of the Ethics Group to 
be placed in the Library. 
 

 



The Team 

The Project Team reports to the Forensic Science Policy and Implementation 
Steering Group, which is acting as the Project Board, until the transition to full 
operation under an established Regulator; 

Here are the names and contact details of the members of the Forensic Science 
Regulation Unit, together with an outline of senior management responsibilities.  
Please feel free to contact the appropriate team member if you have any questions 
about the project. 

Regulator (Interim)
Adrian Cory

020 7035 3050

Policy Section
Head: Eric Downham

020 7035 3052

Science Section
Head: Jeff Adams

07734 421885

PSO Manager
Christiana Shomefun

020 7035 3060

PA & Admin
Bibi Rodgers **

Committee Secretary
Keith Batten

020 7035 3049

Policy Officer
Soheel Joosab**

Tel: TBA

Science Officer
Vacant
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Forensic Science Regulation Unit 

** Not yet in post 

Project Manager and Interim Regulator (Adrian Cory) 

Manage the project 

Fulfill the responsibilities of the Regulator pending the public appointment 

Policy Section (Eric Downham) 

Develop policy for FSRU.   

Recruit the Regulator and Project Team staff 

Stakeholder relationships with Government; police; CJS and other stakeholders falling 
outside the responsibilities of the Science Section (see below) 

Communications 

Review future funding arrangements 

Committee Secretariat 



Science Section (Jeff Adams) 

Establish the FSAC 

Stakeholder relationships with forensic science service providers (including NDNAD); 
regulatory bodies; accreditation providers; professional bodies and academic institutions 

The Regulator’s responsibilities in relation to national databases 

The availability, applicability and adequacy of quality standards within the Regulator’s 
remit 

Procedures governing the production, implementation and monitoring of new standards. 

Scientific advice to the Regulator. 

FSRU’s responsibilities for forensic pathology and firearms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forensic Science Regulation Unit 
Home Office 

6th Floor NW Peel Building 
2 Marsham Street 

London SW1P 4DF 
 


