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Letter from the President 
 
The opening comment of this letter is to 
express my thanks to Simon Sampson for 
his tenure as President.  Simon 
demonstrated his longstanding support for 
BAFO by overseeing an important range of committee 
business.  I will endeavour to justify the honour of being 
your President by further developing the Association’s 
status as a safe and responsible forensic organisation.

Last year’s annual conference was held in Lincoln and 
initial feedback from delegates was very positive.  I wish to 
thank all committee members who contributed to a 
successful meeting, with individual thanks to Mel Clarkson 
and Nathan Brown.  This year’s conference venue is 
Newcastle on the 3rd and 4th November and I hope as 
many members as possible will attend another worthwhile 
educational and social occasion.  I am very grateful to the 
committee members who willingly give their time to BAFO.  
The Association’s existence depends entirely on the 
collective goodwill of the past and present office bearers.     

Brian Chittick is organising a Spring conference in 
Lerwick, Shetland Isles in May 2018.  I would recommend 
members’ attendance at the most northly venue in the UK 
for cultural, geographic, historic and social reasons.  My 
recommendation is informed as it is based on personal 
experience!
A number of mentees have successfully completed 
mentoring in identification and the website has been 
updated with their details.  Following detailed 



representations and discussions, the committee has 
clarified the GDC registration status of all members listed 
on the website.  BAFO is solely responsible for the 
accuracy and completeness of members’ details on the 
website as instructing authorities rely on this source of 
professional information.
Members will be aware that the committee has spent 
considerable time in recent years discussing the 
challenges posed by the future regulation of forensic 
odontology in the UK.  The progress of BAFO’s approach 
to the challenges has been noted in previous Newsletters 
and Annual General Meetings.  We are currently meeting 
the Forensic Science Regulator with the aim of satisfying 
regulatory requirements.  Clearly, we are embarking on a 
new statutory relationship that will affect all members’
future casework.  In anticipation of continuing 
developments, I have prepared and included in the 
Newsletter, a Position Paper on the Recognition of 
Odontologists for your information.  This outlines the 
committee’s strategy towards the regulation of forensic 
odontology.  We hope that a peer reviewed list of 
odontologists will demonstrate our initial practical 
response to the Regulator.  Further Papers will serve as 
an audit of BAFO’s developing policy on statutory 
regulation.
I trust all members feel informed and reassured that the 
committee continues to competently discharge our 
Association’s professional responsibilities.    

Douglas R Sheasby
President British Association for Forensic Odontology



Recognition of Odontologists – Position Paper  
Aim
The British Association for Forensic Odontology (BAFO) 
exists to encourage education and good practice in 
forensic odontology and recognise, review performance 
and mentor member practitioners in forensic odontology.

Current Challenges
BAFO’s aim lists laudable professional aspirations; 
however, it is important to note that the attainment of all of 
these is neither simple nor practicable.  This inherent 
challenge now exists in a significantly altered forensic 
environment, namely, the appointment of a Forensic 
Science Regulator (FSR) by the UK Government and the
controversy affecting bite mark analysis (BMA) in the USA.   

Background
BAFO is mentoring some members in dental identification 
(ID) and is compiling a list of recognised odontologists for 
ID cases only. BAFO will be responsible for the
administration of the list that instructing authorities will rely 
on.
Since 2013, experienced BAFO members have invested a 
significant amount of time considering a comparable 
pathway for BMA. The regrettable conclusion of this 
lengthy and detailed exercise is that it would be neither 
responsible nor reliable for BAFO to mentor and recognise 
odontologists in BMA at this time.
BAFO commenced a review of the current BMA list in 
2016 by conducting a confidential pilot study of 8 
committee members who undertake BMA. The members 
completed recognition and non-recognition notices of 



cases where they had read the opposing odontologist’s 
report.  A recognition notice referred to the appropriate 
application of an accepted methodology in BMA. A non-
recognition notice referred to either the application of a 
non-accepted methodology or the inappropriate 
application of an accepted methodology in BMA.  The 
result of this study was that a number of members on the 
BMA list were of concern to their peers.  BAFO is 
responsible for determining the criteria for the inclusion 
and retention of the names on the list.  Furthermore, 
instructing authorities in bite mark cases rely on BAFO’s
policies that create and maintain the list.     

The escalating controversy affecting BMA in the USA has 
not occurred in the UK, to date.  BAFO aims to safeguard 
the long-established provision of safe and reliable bite 
mark expertise in the UK.  Official American statements 
criticising BMA are widely reported and are known to the 
FSR.  The FSR’s aim is that all forensic science and 
forensic pathology provided to the Criminal Justice System 
(CJS) is of the required level of quality.  BAFO met the 
FSR in January 2015 and indicated the Association’s 
willingness to achieve appropriate regulation of forensic 
odontology in the UK. We are due to provide the FSR with 
a progress report in April 2017.  In view of the time 
interval, we need to demonstrate meaningful progress at 
our next meeting.  The intention is to present the FSR with 
a list of recognised odontologists in ID only and a list of 
recognised odontologists in ID and BMA.  Clearly, the 
processes of recognition in ID and BMA would be 
explained in detail to the FSR.



Bite Mark Analysis List Revision
BAFO is currently inviting members who wish to remain on 
the BMA list to complete recognition and non-recognition 
notices for cases they have reported and have had sight of 
the opposing odontologist’s report.  The completed 
notices, up to a maximum of six recent cases, will be 
submitted in strictest confidence to the President.  The 
reporting odontologists will only be known to the President
and will never be disclosed to any other person.

It is anticipated that the completed notices will fall into one 
of four categories; odontologists with only recognition or 
non-recognition notices, odontologists with both types of 
notice and those with no notices.  Odontologists with only 
recognition notices will remain on the list while 
odontologists with only non-recognition notices and those 
with no notices will be removed from the list.  The 
committee will establish criteria to apply to members with 
both types of notice in order to reconcile conflicting peer 
opinions.  Thereafter, the committee will determine 
whether the member will remain on the list or not.

The determination process will involve careful and detailed 
consideration to ensure the list is the result of reasonable 
peer review.  The retention of names on the list will be 
subject to regular review that will also allow for the 
possible re-instatement of names that were previously 
removed from the list.  

The creation and administration of a peer reviewed BMA 
list will demonstrate to the FSR that BAFO is recognising 
established bite mark expertise in the UK.  However, it 



should be noted that this process of anonymised peer 
review lacks independent scrutiny and may not compare 
favourably with the accreditation processes of other 
forensic disciplines.  Consequently, the FSR may not be 
satisfied that BAFO has produced a process that is of the 
required quality for the CJS.

Summary
BAFO is a small professional association that lacks 
academic authority, funding and resources.  
Consequently, policy on the regulation of forensic 
odontology should be based on established BMA that has 
been accepted by the CJS to date.  In order to satisfy the 
aims of the FSR and demonstrate the validity of BMA to 
the CJS, BAFO aims to recognise odontologists who 
appropriately apply an accepted methodology in BMA.  
However, it is important to note, that this is only the first 
stage in the management of the evolving regulation of 
odontologists who analyse bite marks in the UK.

Douglas R Sheasby
President British Association for Forensic Odontology



BAFO Conference 2016 Lincoln. 

The 2016 BAFO autumn conference took place in the 
historic city of Lincoln in November 2016. The programme 
was mixed and 
interesting covering 
dental identification, 
bite mark analysis, 
disaster incidents 
and a number of 
guest speakers 
including forensic 
anthropology and 
military air accident 
investigation.
The Friday afternoon was chaired by Simon Sampson who 
introduced Dr Judy Hinchliffe who had flown over from 
Australia to share her experiences in dealing with a hot air 
balloon disaster in New Zealand. The disaster is the fourth 
worst hot air balloon disaster in the world and involved 

eleven victims. The 
balloon took off on the 
12th January 2012 on a 
scenic flight and hit a 
power line cable causing 
one of the petroleum 
gas bottles to ignite. 
Two of the victims 



jumped to their deaths from the basket as the fire 
intensified. The incident represents a closed incident as 
there was a passenger list. Furthermore there was a 
professional photographer present with images of the 
incident and numerous witness statements. The process 
of formal identification was undertaken using ante-mortem 
dental records which were 
available.
The second talks of the 
afternoon continued with 
Dr Douglas Sheasby 
presenting a review of the 
past 3 years of mentoring with Ruth Newcombe and 
Louise McPeake in Scotland. This has focused on 
Identification and Bite Mark cases and involved reporting 
on cases, collecting evidence which has increased 
exposure to bite mark cases and enabled group 
discussion. This group discussion of cases has helped 
identify high quality evidence and low quality evidence and 
helped in building confidence in reporting on bite mark 
injuries. However the group meetings have also indentified 

challenges in over-analysing and under-
analysing bite mark injuries, wording of 
expert reports and some of the time 
constraints in producing a report.
The second session on mentoring was 
presented by Nathan Brown’s mentees; 
Dr Sally Andrews and Dr Camila 



George. Sally Andrews gave 
a presentation on dental 
identification of steel workers 
at an incident at a steel 
foundry disaster and Camila 
George talked about her 
experiences in identifying 
victims from a light aircraft crash in Churchinford.

The second half of the afternoon began with Dr Rupert 
Parsons giving a presentation on a dog 
bite injury where the victim had also been 
subdued using a Taser. The victim was 
initially attacked by a dog at a party then 
as the police arrived he had to be 
subdued.

Rupert 
identified 

marks that were clearly 
dog-bite injuries and other 
marks that had been left 
from Taser darts on the 
skin that clearly showed no class characteristics of dog 
bite injuries.

The afternoon was rounded off by two presentations from 
Dr Roland Kouble. The first talk looked at a case where an 
individual had died in prison from a suspected dental 



infection. However after a post-mortem 
examination there were no signs of 
dental infection. There was no history 
of pain or swelling and in fact the 
deceased had very good oral hygiene 
and dental health. The lecture went on 
briefly to discuss the current risks of 
infective endocarditis as a result of the 

changes in antibiotic prophylaxis.
The final talk of the day was a 
bite mark case where the 
suspected biter had admitted to 
inflicting the injury but by 
orientating the injury Roland was 
able to confirm the victims 
version of events as opposed to
the biter’s version of how the 
injury was inflicted. Roland briefly talked about the PCAST 

report and finished off looking at 
measuring certain features from 
high forensic value bite mark 
injuries and comparing that with 
measurements taken from the 
scanned dental casts.

The Saturday morning started with a lecture from Dr 
Gwenola Drogou a forensic odontologist from France who 
has been involved with the disaster victim identification 



teams in France. Gwenola’s presentation recounted her 
experiences of several disasters including two helicopters 
crashing in Agentina in 
2015 where 10 victims 
from a reality show were 
killed. The victims were 
identified using dental 
records.
Gwenola then spoke 
about the German

Wings crash in 2015 where 150 victims 
died when the plane was deliberately 
crashed by the co-pilot. The incident 
involved victims from 18 different 
nationalities. The identifications involved 
two teams of forensic odontoligists (two 
teams of three). The work of the 
forensic odontologists in this instance

resulted in 39 certified positive identifications, 17 Probable 
ID’s, 24 possible ID’s and 70 with no ante-mortem data 
available.
The final case that Gwenola discussed was a lorry and 
bus accident where 45 victims were killed. Of the 45 
victims 43 were identified with DNA, although Odontology 
played a part in 25 identifications and One individual was 
identified from a hip replacement implant.



The morning session ended with a lecture from Major 
Stephen Turner from the Defence Accident Investigation 
Branch and spoke about military air accident investigation. 
He explained that the Military air accident investigation 
and civil air accident investigation branches worked as a 
joint service following the Nimrod review. The session 
gave a fascinating overview of the work involved in air 
accident cases and the reconstruction of the accidents 
from the evidence that they recover. Major Turner finished 
his presentation with a case where the pilots teeth 
impacted onto a control stick in an aircraft leaving tooth 
marks!
The Saturday afternoon session started with Professor 

Iain Pretty’s presentation titled “From 
skid row to death row – and back 
again. Wrongful convictions in the 
U.S. and the impact of the Texas 
Forensic Science Commission 
Report”. Iain started by describing 
the case of Kennedy Brewer which 
involved the U.S. forensic 
odontoligist Dr Michael West. The 
bite mark in the Brewer case was 
assessed as a bite mark with tooth 
marks from the upper teeth only 
which we know would be very 
unusual. Kennedy Brewer was 

accused of raping and murdering his girlfriend’s three year 



old daughter. The Odontologist Michael West testified in 
court that the bite mark was “indeed and without a doubt”
caused by Brewer’s teeth. The defense expert Dr Souviron 
testified that the bite marks were not human bite marks but 
in fact insect bites from when the body had been left in 
water in a creek. Brewer was convicted in 1995 and was 
eventually exonerated in 2008 following a matching DNA 
profile from another murder case which also involved bite 
mark testimony from Michael West. Thus two falsely 
imprisoned men were released and the real perpetrator 
was identified.
This case and several others  (Ray Krone, Bill Richards 
and Clarence Dean to name a few) all built up to the 
Texas Commission recommending a moratorium on bite 
mark analysis and then subsequently the conclusions 
stated in the PCAST report. 
Retired Brigadier Ron Smart followed Iain’s talk with a 
fascinating account of “Was Rudolph really Hess?”

Ron described how Rudolph Hess travelled over to 
Scotland in a plane and was arrested and ended up in 



Spandau Prison near the East German border after the 
war as prisoner number 7. Over the years there wer a 
number of theories that questioned whether prisoner 
number 7 was really Rudolph Hess. Ron showed various 
images of Hess before and after his arrest which showed 
a number of consistent features: The distinctive shape of 
his earlobes, the prominent upper lip and bushy 
eyebrows..
The afternoon started with presentation from Dr Gillian 
Fowler who spoke about forensic anthropology and a 
number of cases, most notable the case of a family feud
which ended in grave robbery of body parts (two skulls). 
Gillian also discussed her work investigating mass grave 
site in Guatemala and other regions around the world.
Katherine Pearce then followed with a presentation about 
the role of DCP’s in forensic odontology and her 
experiences whilst serving in the military as part of their 
identification team.
The conference was rounded off by a presentation from Dr 
Val Reed who described the development of the BEST 
index (behavioural status index). The Behavioural Status 
Index model suggests that ‘social risk‘ tends to vary 
inversely with an individual's insight and capacity to 
perform key communication and social skills.

Roland Kouble
Newsletter Editor



DVI News 
 
A DVI seminar was held in London in February.  This was 
similar to that held 2 years ago and was attended by DVI 
colleagues from police and all the specialities.     
Unfortunately we only had 10 places allotted to us so it 
was on the usual basis of “first come first served”. The 
presentations were very interesting and included 
experiences in recent disasters…both the about 
successes and “lessons learnt”. I was particularly 
interested in the Tunisian atrocity where they showed the 
videos which were presented in the recent coroner’s 
inquiry. The whole day was sponsored by the City of
London Police and held in the wonderful surroundings of 
the Guild Hall.
A mortuary exercise was held by East Midlands police in 
Leicester at beginning of March. We were able to send 3 
odonts and a DCP to demonstrate our methods and show 
the other contributors our role in such proceedings. This 
was also a useful exercise for us as there were the 
live/dead bodies (in body bags) which makes it all the 
more realistic.

Also in March, our 2 London senior odonts were involved 
with the IDs for atrocity on Westminster Bridge where 
there were 5 fatalities. This was not strictly a DVI call out 
but contact was made through our usual system but was 
overseen by the anti-terrorist group of the Met police. 
At the very end of March, Phil, as the on-call DIM, was 
contacted through UK DVI to provide 2 odonts to help with 
the aftermath of a helicopter crash in North Wales. He 
manged to use 1 experienced DVI odont and 1 who had 



less DVI experience to undertake the job. The end users 
gave really excellent feedback concerning their work. So 
congrats all round.  

John Robson
THANK YOU! 

Jim Hardy running the London Marathon nearly 30 Years ago! 

James and Olivia Hardy thank BAFO members very much 

for their donations to The Cure Parkinson Trust.  They 

are running the London Marathon on 23rd April 2017 and 

have set themselves a target to raise at least £5000! 

Donations raised at the Lincoln conference from BAFO 

members amounted to £63:00.



   

  
Lincoln 2016 BAFO Conference 



Call for Newsletter Articles 
 
Articles, Case Studies and “Forensic pearls of 
wisdom” are always welcome. 
Please note that articles should be submitted in 

Word Format and emailed to me at 
rolandkouble@hotmail.co.uk 

Dr Roland Kouble 
BAFO Newsletter Editor



9th - 21st May 2017 
MIGRATION & IDENTIFICATION 

Chancellors Hotel and Conference Centre, Manchester 
http://www.chancellorshotel.co.uk/ 

Programme now available, Registration is open! 
Book your accommodation before 21st April 2017 for 

discounted rates (payment is on departure) 

 

Plenary sessions will reflect the overall theme and address the 
humanitarian aspects of forensic science and medicine. Topics 

for the plenaries will be: 

Forensic Issues in Human Migration
Practicing Forensic Science in Challenging Environments
Major Case Management showcasing Ontario’s successful collaborative and multi-
disciplinary approach to investigating high-profile complex homicides



BAFO SPRING CONFERENCE 2018: SHETLAND: Brian 
Chittick 
 

   

At the November Conference there was lots of positivity 
about having a Spring Conference in 2018 in Shetland 
.......... well it’s taking shape – now I just need commitment 
that we will have some attendees!  

When? 
The BAFO Spring Conference 2018 has been booked for 
Saturday 26th May 2018 (which is a bank-holiday 
weekend). GET THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW!

Where? 
The Conference will take place in Lerwick in Shetland.  
This will be the furthest North that BAFO has ventured for 
a conference – in fact 60º North to be accurate!  The 
venue for the conference is the Shetland Museum – a five 
star venue and attraction in Shetland with dedicated 



conference facilities.  This conference will not be a 
“package conference” so you will have to organise your 
own travel to Shetland and accommodation whilst here.

How do I get there? 

 
 
Apart from swimming, there are two main ways for getting 
on Island.  The “Sooth Boat” (ferry) or flights.  NorthLink 
run an overnight ferry from Aberdeen to Lerwick (which 
stops in Orkney on alternate nights).  You have a range of 
accommodation options on the ferry from the 



floor/sleeping bag to cabins.  The ferry takes 12 or 14 
hours dependant on whether it stops in Orkney.

Further information on the ferry can be found on the 
NorthLink Website.

Loganair now provide the flights to Shetland from 
Aberdeen, Glasgow and Edinburgh.  You can connect 
from London on to these flights.  Hope for a good day 
when you fly so you can see the beautiful landscape of 
Shetland as you come in to land.
Further information on flights can be found on the 
Loganair website

Speakers 
At present we are trawling locally for speakers.  Already 
confirmed is Dr Pio Torrent who is a forensic odontologist 
from Spain.  He will be presenting on his work including 
the Madrid Bombings and his work in Cambodia.

 
 



Where do I Stay? 
Shetland, being a popular tourist destination, has a variety
of places to stay – at a variety of prices!  There is a 
fantastic hostel (Islesburgh Hostel) in the middle of 
Lerwick for those looking for just a place to lay your head.  
Those looking for a bit more luxury could choose one of 
the main Lerwick Hotels or there is an awarded winning 
hotel in Scalloway (5 miles from Lerwick).  There are also 
self-catering options.  More information can be found at 
www.visitscotland.com or Airbnb websites.

How do I get around? 
There is a good bus service from the airport in Sumburgh 
to Lerwick (about 25 miles).  Once in Lerwick, everywhere 
is accessible on foot.  If you would like to see a bit more 
than just Lerwick, then hire cars are easy to acquire.
 
What to do? 
Lerwick is a thriving town with lots going on especially 
during May, when the days are long!  Fort Charlotte, a 
walk around the Knab, or investigation of Shetland’s link to 
the Vikings are all options ......... or you may just want to 
find a nice bar serving Shetland Gin (distilled in Unst) or 
Shetland Beer (brewed in Lerwick).  If there are enough 
numbers then it may be possible to lay on a coach tour of 
the island on the Sunday after the conference.  



 
What do I do now? 
If you are interested in attending the conference then 
please complete the enclosed form.  We are requesting a 
£50 non-refundable deposit for this conference so that we 
can confirm conference numbers at an early stage.  I am 
also requesting details on accompanying partners etc to 
get a feel for total numbers.  Once you have confirmed 
your place, you should then start to trawl the internet to 
book your travel and accommodation.  If you have any 
questions or would like further information then please 
contact me – brian.chittick@nhs.net

Final Point...... 
Last weekend at the museum a large pod of killer whales 
were in the sea just outside the museum harbour – they 
came right up to all present and surfaced inches from the 
harbour wall ............... don’t forget your camera!



BAFO SPRING CONFERENCE 2018 DEPOSIT FORM 
 
Name: _____________________________________ 
 
I would like to attend the BAFO Spring Conference 2018 in Shetland.

It will just be me coming to Shetland

OR

I will be accompanied by ________ persons

I/we would like to take part in an organised tour of the island on 
Sunday 27 May 2017

Deposit 
 
I have enclosed a cheque payable for £50

(Please make cheque payable to BAFO)

I understand that this deposit is non-refundable

If you do not own a cheque book please email 
nathanlbrown@aol.com and alternative methods of payment can be 
organised.

Please send cheques to:

Nathan Brown
The Bungalow
Marshfield Lane
Upton Cheyney 
Bristol
BS30 6ND

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF CHEQUES IS 30 JUNE 2017  



    BAFO Scale of Fees 2016              
As agreed with SOCA 

 
Police Post-Mortem & Bite Mark Cases- 

Hourly Rate: £110 per hour professional time
(Professional time includes time at a police station or mortuary and 
time spent on analysis and report writing) 
Travelling time: £70 per hour
Travelling expenses (road): 70p per mile

Coroner’s cases 
Where identification is requested directly from the Coroner, fees are 
negotiable directly with HM Coroner or his/her officer. It would be 
reasonable to use the fee scale relating to a police identification 
(above) although there are set fees for a standard and a special post 
mortem and report. 
Special note: 
Since 02.12.13. The Legal Aid Agency (LAA) has REDUCED the fees 
payable to expert witnesses in both Criminal and Civil cases. The permitted 
maximum fee for a “dentist” has gone down from £117 to £93.60/Hr (and 
£72 in London!!)
The background and full wording can be found at the following links:

http://www.sew.org.uk/ed/001_MoJCP1809/index.cfm

and
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/legal-aid/funding-code/remuneration-

of-expert-witnesses-guidance.PDF

Accessed 26.01.14.

BAFO are currently in correspondence with the LAA in an attempt to 
differentiate the work done by Forensic Odontologists from that done by 
“dentists” within the Criminal Justice System. It may not be prudent at 
this time to set precedent by accepting work from solicitors at this 
reduced rate.      £110/Hr is BAFO’s recommended rate
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